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Passenger and Freight Rail

Challenge: U.S. passenger rail lags behind the rest of the world in reliability, speed,
and coverage. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is a once-in-a-generation opportunity
to position our railways to play a central role in our transportation and economic future.
Our rail networks have the potential to offer safe, reliable, efficient, and climate-friendly
alternatives to driving or flying.

Solutions: The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law invests $66 billion in advanced
appropriations and authorizes up to an additional $36 billion over the next five years for
Department of Transportation’s rail programs. This includes funding to modernize the
Northeast Corridor, and bring world-class rail service to areas outside the northeast and
mid-Atlantic; refurbish Amtrak’s fleet and facilities; and upgrade freight rail service in
rural communities and on shared freight-passenger routes. This legislation enables the
Federal Railroad Administration to lay the foundation for a sustainable rail investment
program, on par with other modes of transportation, that advances safe, clean,
equitable, and efficient world-class passenger and freight rail.

Funding Overview: The Federal Railroad Administration’s funding falls into five
major programs (1) Amtrak, (2) the Federal-State Partnership for Intercity Passenger
Rail Grant Program, (3) the Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements
Grant Program, (4) the Railroad Crossing Elimination Grant Program, and (5) the
Restoration and Enhancements Grant Program.

The funding allocated towards Amtrak is broken into two categories: (1) Amtrak
Northeast Corridor, and (2) Amtrak National Network, In general, the funds for Amtrak
are to be used for capital projects to address Amtrak’s state of good repair backlog,
including funding for infrastructure, fleet replacement, and ADA updates,

The Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements Grant
Program will fund projects that improve the safety, efficiency, and reliability of
intercity passenger and freight rail. This program leverages private, state, and local
investments to support safety enhancements and general improvements to
infrastructure,

The Railroad Crossing Elimination Grant Program provides funds for the
mitigation or elimination of hazards at railway-highway crossings. This is a new grant
program enacted in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,

The Federal-State Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail Grant Program
provides funds for capital projects that reduce the state of good repair backlog, improve
performance, or expand or establish new intercity passenger rail service. This program
was significantly revised under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, providing direction
specific to the Northeast Corridor and non-Northeast Corridor projects. While there is
only a single grant program, the funding is broken into two categories: (1) Northeast
Corridor, and (2) non-Northeast Corridor projects.
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The Restoration and Enhancements Grant Program provides operating
assistance to initiate, restore, or enhance intercity passenger rail service.

From the funding provided above, Bipartisan Infrastructure Law also authorizes for two
additional rail programs: the Corridor Identification and Development Program and the
Interstate Rail Compact Program.

The Corridor Identification and Development Program will identify new
intercity passenger rail corridors, develop the necessary service planning elements, and
create a non-Northeast Corridor Project Pipeline for associated capital projects.

The Interstate Rail Compacts Grant Program will provide funding for interstate
rail compacts' administrative costs and to conduct railroad systems planning, promotion
of intercity passenger rail operations, and the preparation of grant applications.

Getting Ready:

Potential applicants should start to identify projects now. More information about the
new rail programs in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law can be found on the Federal
Rail Administration’s dedicated Bipartisan Infrastructure Law page here. All new
Notices of Funding Opportunities will be posted here.

Existing Resources:

¢ Details about Federal Rail Administration’s competitive discretionary grant
programs can be found here, as well as information on Amtrak can be found here.
More information about the new rail programs in the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law can be found on Federal Rail Administration's dedicated Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law page.

¢ Federal Rail Administration provides technical assistance to grantees through
webinars and other on-demand resources, Additional information about Federal
Rail Administration’s ¢ efitive grs i icati rocess, state and regional
rail planning, training and guidance, and recordings of past webinars can be
found on Federal Rail Administration’s website.

¢ Federal Rail Administration also provides oversight and subject matter expertise
to projects funded under the Railroad Rehabilitation & Improvement Financing
loan program that is managed by the Department’s Build America Bureau. More
information on Railroad Rehabilitation & Improvement Financing can be found
here,
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Key Departmental Objectives

DOT will assess the project’s ability to meet one or more of these
objectives:
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BIL: Rail Development Goals

Renew Amtrak’s fleet &
facilities and deliver
high-quality intercity
passenger rail service

Modernize the
Northeast Corridor

Bring world-class
passenger rail service
to other regions
across the country

Build the foundation
for a long-term
rail program

Grow a safer, cleaner, more
equitable rail system



Webinar 5: Rail

Funding Program Highlights

Program Name (DOT) Appropriated Next Milestones
Funding Amount*

Amtrak National Network Grants (pg 58) $16 billion « Submit Fiscal Year 2023 spend plan, May 2022

* Amount provided in BIL, additional amounts
authorized subject to appropriation
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Funding Program Highlights

Program Name (DOT) Appropriated Next Milestones
Funding Amount*

Railroad Crossing Elimination $3 billion « FY 2022 funding release date late Spring 2022
Program (pg 61) (New)

Total Rail Funding: $66bilion
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Additional New FRA Programs

Corridor Identification and Development Program

« This program will identify new intercity passenger rail corridors, develop the necessary service

planning elements, and create a non-NEC Project Pipeline for associated capital projects.

Interstate Rail Compacts Grant Program

« This program will provide funding for systems planning, including studying the

impacts on freight rail operations and ridership.




Current Opportunities for Feedback to FRA

Corridor Identification and Development Program Request for Information

« On February 7, FRA issued a Request for Information (RFI) seeking input into establishment

of the Corridor Identification and Development Program.

« Deadline for comments is March 9, 2022
« Topic Areas for Feedback Include:

o  Roles and Responsibilities within the Program

.............

.............

o  Service Development Plans

o  Project Pipeline

o  Funding of Program Activities

o  Readiness of Proposals for Selection
into the Program

C . . f h S 1 . fP 1 https://www.federalreqgister.gov/documents/2022/02/07/2022-02450/request-for-information-for-the-
© riteria tor the Selection o roposals corridor-identification-and-development-program



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/07/2022-02450/request-for-information-for-the-corridor-identification-and-development-program
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/07/2022-02450/request-for-information-for-the-corridor-identification-and-development-program

Build America Bureau

Financing Options

RRIF Express - Expedited, Low-Cost Loans for
Short Line & Regional Railroads

Acquire, improve, or rehabilitate intermodal or rail equipment or facilities Total project cost up to $150m
Develop or establish new intermodal or railroad facilities Track improvement
Reimburse planning and design expenses relating to activities listed above Bridge rehabilitation
Refinance outstanding debt incurred for the purposes listed above

Rolling stock acquisition
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD)

Planning and design
Refinancing eligible debt (up to 75%)
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Questions? | Next Sessions
Build gov AT,
Intergov@dot.gov Tues. Mal"ChS- ffi’t;t 4-5pm ET:
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