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Appendix | - Agency Correspondence Tier 1 Final EIS

1.1 Cooperating Agency Invitation Letters

Index of Cooperating Agency Invitation Letters

Valenstein, David, Division Chief, Environment and Systems Planning, "High Speed Rail Empire
Corridor Project, Tier | Environmental Impact Statement, New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls,"”
Letter, May 3, 2011 to Mr. Gary Kassof, U.5. Coast Guard, May 3, 2011.

Corrado, Marie, Director of Major Projects, State of New York Department of Transportation, “PIN
5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project, Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement,
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls,” Letter, October 7, 2010, to the following:

Ms. Maria Chau

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Leo W. 0'Brien Federal Bldg. Rm 719
Clinton Ave & North Pearl Street

Albany, NY 12207

Lingard Knutson

US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
290 Broadway, 25th floor

New York, NY 10007

Ms. Brigid Hynes-Cherin

Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
One Bowling Green, Room 429

New York, NY 10004

Mr. Leonard Houston

US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
26 Federal Plaza, Room 2109

New York, NY 10278

Ms. Anne Reynolds

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233

Mr. Kevin Millington
NYS Department of State (NYSDOS)
41 State Street

Atin: Coastal Management Program
Albany, NY 12231

Ms. Anne Secord

US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS5)
3817 Luker Rd.

Cortland, NY 13045

Mr. Ronald Anzalone
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Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP)
0ld Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Ave, N.-W. Suite 809
Washington DC, 20004

Mr. William Hollister

Amtrak (National Railroad Passenger Corporation)
Amtrak General Offices, 525 East Street
Rensselaer, NY 12144

Mr. Peter Colosi

National Marine Fisheries Service ([NMFS)
55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

Mr. Andy Beers

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation
Agency Building 1

Albany, NY 12238

Mr. Gary Kassof

US Coast Guard

Battery Park Building

1 South 5t

New York, NY 10004-5073

Corrado, Marie, Director of Major Projects, State of New York Department of Transportation, “PIN
5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project, Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement,
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls,” Letter, October 12, 2010, to the following:

Mr. Dennis Reidenbach, Northeast Regional Director
National Park Service

11.5. Custom House

200 Chestnut Street, SmFloor

Philadelphia, PA 19106

Ms. Ruth Pierpont, Director

New York State Historic Preservation Office
Peeples Island, P.0. Box 189

Waterford, NY 12188

Mr. Bob Ewing

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Environmental Permits

625 Broadway, 4m Floor

Albany, NY 12233
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1200 Mew Jersey Svenie, S

e
U.5. Depairimen Washington, DT 20590

of Transsoriation
Federal Railrood
Adminisiration

WHAY =3 2071

Mr. Gary Kassof

US Coast Guard

Battery Park Building

I South St.

New York, NY 10004-5073

Re: High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier | Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Dear Mr. Kassof:

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), in cooperation with the New York State Departiment of
Transportation (NYSDOT), is preparing a Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will study
and document proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail services along the 463-mile Empire
Corridor, beginning at Penn Station in New York City, New York County and proceeding north to
Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany (Albany County) then turning west to Schenectady
(Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe
County), Buffalo (Erie County) and teiminating at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

The objective is to make corridor level decisions regarding the level of intercity passenger rail service
provided in the corridor, including, among other factors, variations in train frequency, trip time, and on-
time performance. Alternatives that improve the on-time performance and increase the average operating
speeds up to a maximum authorized speed (MAS) of 110 mph for passenger rail will be evaluated,

FRA is the lead Federal agency and the New York Department of Transportation is the joint lead state
agency for this project. The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR
1508.28, in the completion of the environmental review of the project. The initial phase (“Tier | BIS”) of
this process will address broad rail service issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze,
at a greater level of detail, site-specific projects encompassed by the decisions made in Tier 1. The EIS
will be developed pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended, 42
U.5.C. 4321 et seq., the Council en Environmental Quality NEPA implementing regulations, 40 CFR
parts 1500-1508, FRA NEPA procedures, 64 FR 28545 (May 26, 1999), and the New York State
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR),

FRA 18, in accordance with 40 C F.R. [501.6, requesting the involvement of the US Coast Guard (Coast
Guard) as a cooperating agency with a focus on those areas within Coast Guard jurisdiction.

Ag 4 cooperating agency pursuani to NEPA. vour involvement in the preparation of the EIS may include
the following activities:
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Assist i wdentifying inierest groups;

Pariicipate in coordination meetings;

Raise concerns about any relevant technical studies that may be needed for the project;

Frovide information on alternatives;

Assist the lead agency in determining appropriate and practicable mitigation. These measures

should reflect avoidance, minimization, and compensation;

6. Review pre-draft and pre-final environmental documents and comment as early as practicable on
environmental and socioeconomic resources located within the project area, particularly sections
relevant to the Coast Guards purview;

7. Identify issues, concerns and any technical studies that the EIS should address to support the

Coast Guard in fulfilling its NEPA or other responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

Jurisdictional permits and/or other approvals.

I B

We look forward to your response o our request to be a cooperating agency, and to working with you to
advance this project. The favor of a reply is requested by May 27, 2011.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’ respective
roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Colleen Vaughn of my staff at
colleen.vaughn @dot.goy or (202) 493-6096, or myself at (202} 493-6368. The NYSDOT project manager
for the Empire Corridor Tier | EIS is David Chan, who can be reached via phone at (518) 485-1918 or

email at dehan @dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerﬂﬂi’f? {Zd//’é; / m - ( .

David Valenstein
Division Chief
Environment and Systems Planning

CC: Mr. David Chan, NYS DOT
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Ms. Maria Chau

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Leo W. O'Brien Federal Bldg. Rm 719
Clinton Ave & North Pearl Street

Albany, NY 12207

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.

2
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Lingard Knutson

US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
290 Broadway, 25th floor

New York, NY 10007

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency confirm
your prior decision to be a cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

o W

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies
need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding
jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Ms. Brigid Hynes-Cherin

Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
One Bowling Green, Room 429

New York, NY 10004

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.

2
Page |-14



You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Mr. Leonard Houston

US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
26 Federal Plaza, Room 2109

New York, NY 10278

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Ms. Anne Reynolds

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Mr. Kevin Millington
NYS Department of State (NYSDOS)
41 State Street

Attn: Coastal Management Program
Albany, NY 12231

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Ms. Anne Secord

US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS)
3817 Luker Rd.

Cortland, NY 13045

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.

2
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Mr. Ronald Anzalone

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHPF)
Old Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W. Suite 809
Washington DC, 20004

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.

2
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Mr. William Hollister

Amtrak (MNational Railroad Passenger Corporation)
Amtrak General Offices, 525 East Street

Rensselaer, NY 12144

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.

2
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Mr. Peter Colosi

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMEFES)
55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects

Page |-36



STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Mr. Andy Beers

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation
Agency Building 1

Albany, NY 12238

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7, 2010

Mr. Gary Kassof

US Coast Guard

Battery Park Building

1 South St.

New York, NY 10004-5073

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Dennis Reidenbach, Northeast Regional Director
National Park Service

U.5. Custom House

200 Chestnut Street, 5% Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19106

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Ms. Ruth Pierpont, Director

New York State Historic Preservation Office
Peeples Island, P.O. Box 189

Waterford, NY 12188

Re: PIN §937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
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environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

o W

the public and other agencies.
6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and
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7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies
need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding
jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.

You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.

Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, M.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Bob Ewing

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Environmental Permits

625 Broadway, 4" Floor

Albany, NY 12233

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is initiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Corridor
between New York City, New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Corridor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvania (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then turns west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Erie County), and
terminates at Niagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process, as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in the completion
of the environmental review of the project. “Tiering” is a staged environmental review process applied to
environmental reviews for complex projects. The initial phase ("Tier 1 EIS”) of this process will address
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broad service-level issues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater level of
detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level in this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Corridor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, trip time, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project’s potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important issues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above issues and any other issues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

» Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

= Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project may require a permit or approval from your agency, we request your agency to be a
cooperating agency.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under its jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Organize joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

o W

Request your review of relevant sections of the DEIS prior to its release for comment by

the public and other agencies.

6. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on subjects
within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

7. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating agencies

need to discharge their NEPA responsibilities and any other requirements regarding

jurisdictional approvals, permits, licenses, and/or clearances.

2
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You have the right to expect that the EIS will enable you to discharge your jurisdictional responsibilities.
Likewise you have the obligation to tell us if, at any point in the process, your needs are not being met.
We expect that at the end of the process, the EIS and our public involvement process will satisfy your
NEPA requirements, as applicable, including those related to project alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation. Further, we intend to utilize the EIS and FRA’s subsequent record of
decision as our decision-making documents and as the basis for the permit application.

Public Involvement: Scoping meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Utica, Albany, and New York City, in late October and early November. We encourage you to attend. A
Scoping Information Package will be available in the days ahead.

A public hearing will be held after publication of the Tier 1 DEIS to obtain comments on that document.
Public notice will be given prior to the hearing regarding its time and location and process for submitting
comments.

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your participation as a cooperating
agency on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact David
Chan or the Project team via empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us. Please forward any initial comments and
confirmation that you will be or will not be a cooperating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail
replies should be sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorridor@dot.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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Appendix | - Agency Correspondence Tier 1 Final EIS

1.2 Cooperating Agency Responses
Index of Cooperating Agency Responses

Musumeci, Grace, Chief, Environmental Review Section, Strategic Planning and Multi-Media
Programs Branch, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, “High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 EIS New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls - PIN 5937.51.171," Letter to David Chan, New
York State Department of Transportation, October 14, 2010.

Kassof, Gary, Bridge Program Manager, First Coast Guard District, Letter to Marie Corrado, New
York State Department of Transportation, November 5, 2010.

Alworth, Tom, Deputy Commissioner for Natural Resources, New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation, "High Speed Rail Empire Corridor - response needed,” Email
communication to Lindsay Zefting, HNTB Corporation, February 15, 2011.

Vaughn, Charlene, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, “RE: Declined: FW: EPAC Meeting #1
(Materials and Information),”" Email communication to Lindsay Zefting, HNTB Corporation,
February 15, 2011.
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S g,

Y . UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
: ﬁiu REGION 2
im 3 290 BROADWAY
5, & NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866
AL proi®
0cT 14 2010

Mr. David Chan

High Speed Rail Project Manager

New York State Department of Transportation
50 Wolf Road

Albany, NY 12232

Re:  High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project Tier 1 EIS New York City to
Buffalo/Niagara Falls — PIN §937.51.171

Dear Mr. Chan:

This is in response to your October 7, 2010 letter requesting that the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) serve as a cooperating agency for the High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement. EPA is pleased to accept the New York State
Department of Transportation’s (NYSDOT) offer. As such, we will continue to participate in the
scoping process, assist with the development of information and analyses concerning EPA areas
of expertise, and contribute staff time as appropriate, all to the level practicable. IfNYSDOT
has particular analyses or support in mind at this time. EPA would appreciate being made aware
of those as soon as possible so we can make every effort to align our resources accordingly.

We would like to remind you that our participation does not preclude our review under
the National Environmental Policy Act and comment authority under Section 309 of the
Clean Air Act. Lingard Knutson will remain the contact person for this project. Her
phone number is (212) 637-3747.

Sincerely vours,

Y 2
AT s o
4 - |

Grace Musumeci, Chief
Environmental Review Section

ce: T, Gibson, USDOT
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U.5. Department of
Homeland Security

Commandear One South Street

First Coast Guard District Battery Park Building
Mew York, NY 10004-1466
Staif Symbaol: dpb
FPhone: (212) BE&-T165
Fax: {212) BE8-7IE7

United States
Coast Guard

16591

November 5, 2010

Ms. Marie Corrado

Director of Major Projects

New York State Department of Transportation
50 Wolf Road

Albany, NY 12232

Dear Ms. Corrado:

This responds to your letters of 07 October 2010 concerning Project 1.D. No., $937.51.171, High
Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project.

The Coast Guard will agree to be a cooperating agency under the terms related in your Tier |
Environmental Impact Statement letter. We expect that all navigational and other concerns will
be addressed under appropriate sections of the environmental impact statement.

I had the pleasure of’ meeting with David Chan and Benjamin Martin from NYSDOT at the
October 27, 2010 Public Meeting held in New York City. T discussed with them our interests in
this project in regards to impacts to navigation due to construction of new bridges or
modifications to existing bridges over navigable watcers of the United States. As segments of this
proposed project may full under Coast Guard regulatory jurisdiction, we must decline your
invitation to be a member of the Empire Project Advisory Committee (EPAC). However, we
remain available to provide navigational related information as necessary.

Chris Bisignano of this office has been assigned as project manager and may be contacted at
(212) 668-7994 for specifics regarding Coast Guard Bridge permitting requirements.

';'\I]'lLL‘TLl}r
asmt
Bnd : Program Mdnum.r

First Coast Guard D]hlrtl;t
By dircction of the District Commander
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Ben Fischer

From: Lindsay Zefting

Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2011 4220 PM

To: Ben Fischer

Subject: FW: High Speed Rail Empire Cormridor - response needed

From: Alworth, Tom (ALB) [mailto:Tom.Alworth@oprhp.state.ny.us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 12:41 PM

To: Lindsay Zefting

Cc: Lyons, Thomas (ALB); Croll, Christina (ALB)

Subject: RE: High Speed Rail Empire Corridor - response needed

Yes Lindsay — Please list us as a cooperating Agency... the Hi speed tracks will likely pass very near to several state
parks.

Tom Alworth
Deputy Commissioner for Natural Resources
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

From: Lindsay Zefting [mailto:|zefting@HMNTB.com]

Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 9:19 AM

To: Alworth, Tom (ALB)

Cc: Ben Fischer

Subject: High Speed Rail Empire Corridor - response needed

Tom,

Woe're preparing for our second EPAC meeting and updating our contact lists. Can you confirm whether or not
NYSOPRHP will be involved in the EPAC and would like to be a cooperating agency?

Thank you,

-Lindsay

Lindsay Zefting, EIT
Engineer |/Project Administrator

HNTB Corporation

1762 Central Avenue
Suite 301

Albany, New York 12205

Tel [518)218.5555
Fax(518)218.5556
www.hnth.com

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential
and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed.

If you are NOT the intended recipient or the person responsible for
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delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient,
be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use,
dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying this e-mail is strictly

prohibited.
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Ben Fischer

From: Charlene Vaughn [cvaughn@achp.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 135, 2011 9:22 AM

To: Lindsay Zefting

Cc: Reid Nelson; Ben Fischer, Louise Brodnitz

Subject: RE: Declined: FW: EPAC Meeting #1 (Materials & Information)
Lindsay,

| don’t think that there is a need for us to participate at this time. Thanks, and please keep us posted.

Charlene

From: Lindsay Zefting [mailto:lzefting@HNTB.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 9:13 AM

To: Charlene Vaughn
Cc: Reid Nelson; Ben Fischer
Subject: RE: Declined: PW: EPAC Meeting #1 (Materials & Information)

Charlene,
We had sent ACHP an invitation for both the EPAC and to be a cooperating agency for the High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project.
Your response to the EPAC invitation is below. We're preparing for our second EPAC meeting and updating our lists.

Can you please confirm that ACHP does not wish to participate in the EPAC and whether or not ACHP will be a cooperating agency?

Thank you,
Lindsay

Lindsay Zefting, EIT
Engineer I/Project Administrator

HNTB Corporation
1762 Central Avenue
Suite 301

Albany, New York 12205

www.hntb.com

——0Original Appointment—-

From: Charlene Vaughn [mailto:cvaughn@achp.gov]

Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 4:16 PM

To: Lindsay Zefting

Subject: Declined: FW: EPAC Meeting #1 (Materials & Information)

When: Monday, October 18, 2010 1:00 PM-4:00 PM (GMT-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: Web Confrence & CDTC (1 Park Place, 12205)

No. We probably can’t commit the time or resources.
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This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential
and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed.

If you are NOT the intended recipient or the person responsible for
delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient,

be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use,
dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying this e-mail is strictly
prohibited.
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Appendix | - Agency Correspondence Tier 1 Final EIS

2. Participating Agencies Correspondence
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Appendix | - Agency Correspondence Tier 1 Final EIS

2.1 Participating Agency Invitation Letters
Index of Participating Agency Invitation Letters

Corrado, Marie, Director of Major Projects, State of New York Department of Transportation, “PIN
5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project, Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement,
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls,” Letter, October 7, 2010, to the following:

Mr. Joel Ettinger

New York Metropolitan Transportation Council (MTC)
199 Water Street, 22nd Floor

New York, NY 10038

Mr. Mark Debald

Poughkeepsie — Dutchess County Transportation Council (PDCTC)
27 High Street, 2nd Floor

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Mr. Dennis Doyle

Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC)
244 Fair Street P.0. Box 1800

Kingston, NY 12402

Mr. John Czamanske

Orange County Transportation Council
124 Main Street

Goshen, NY 10924

Mr. Christopher O'Neill

Capital District Transportation Committee (CDTC)
One Park Place

Albany, NY 12205

Mr. Harry Miller

Herkimer-Oneida Counties Transportation Study
Boehlert Center at Union Station

321 Main Street

Utica, NY 13501

Mr. James D'Agostino

Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council
100 Clinton Square

126 N. Salina Street, Suite 100

Syracuse, NY 13202
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Mr. Richard Perrin

Genesee Transportation Council (GTC)
50 West Main Street

Suite 8112

Rochester, NY 14614

Mr. Hal Morse

Greater Buffalo — Niagara Regional Transportation Council (GBNRTC)
438 Main Street

Buffalo, NY 14202

Mr. Matthew Behnke

Federal Emergency Management Agency
FEMA Headquarters

500c Street SW, Suite 713

Washington DC 20472

Mr. Frank Kobliski

Central New York Regional Transportation Authority
(CENTRO)

P.0.Box 820

Syracuse, NY 13205-0820

Mr. William Wheeler

Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA)
347 Madison Ave

New York, NY 10017

Mr. Lawrence Meckler

Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA)
181 Ellicott Street

Buffalo, NY 14203

Mr. Mark Aesch

Rochester Genesee Regional Transportation Authonity (RGRTA)
1372 East Main Street

Rochester, NY 14609

Corrado, Marie, Director of Major Projects, State of New York Department of Transportation, “PIN
5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project, Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement,
New York City to Buffalo /Niagara Falls,” Letter, October 12, 2010, to the following:

Mr. Carm Basile, Executive Director
Capital District Transportation Authority
110 Watervliet Avenue

Albany, NY 12206

Mr. Brian Sterman, Deputy Director for Long Range Planming
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Metro-North Railroad
347 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10017

Ms. Carmella Mantello, Director

New York State Canal Corporation
200 Southem Boulevard, P.O. Box 189
Albany, NY 12201-0189

Mr. Kenneth Swanekamp, Director of Business Assistance
Erie County Department of Environment and Planning
County Office of Economic Development

Edward A. Rath County Office Building

95 Franklin Street, 10aFloor

Buffalo, NY 14202

Mr. Robert R. Kulikowski, Ph D., Director

New York City Mayor's Office of Environmental Coordination
253 Broadway, 14aFloor

New York, NY 10007

Mr. Paul V. Rush, Deputy Commussioner

New York City Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Supply

PO Box 358

Grahamswille, NY 12740

Mr. Gary Heath, Director of Environmental Analysis
New York City Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Environmental Planming and Analysis

59-17 Junction Boulevard, 4mFloor

Flushing, NY 11373

Mr. Ray Hodge

New York City Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Environmental Compliance

Records Control

59-17 Junction Boulevard, 9aFloor

Corona, NY 11368

Mr. Daniel Grulich, Interagency Coordmator

New York City Department of Parks & Recreation
Olmsted Center, Room 24D

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park

Flushing, NY 11368
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7. 2010

Mr. Joel Ettinger

New York Metropolitan Transportation Council (MTC)
199 Water Street, 22nd Floor

New York, NY 10038

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity

Page |-67



transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects

Fage -G8



STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7. 2010

Mr. Mark Debald

Poughkeepsie — Dutchess County Transportation Council (PDCTC)
27 High Street, 2nd Floor

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
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October 7. 2010

Mr. Denmis Doyle

Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC)
244 Fair Street P.O. Box 1800

Kingston, NY 12402

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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October 7. 2010

Mr. John Czamanske

Orange County Transportation Council
124 Main Street

Goshen, NY 10924

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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October 7. 2010

Mr. Christopher O'Neill

Capital Dastrict Transportation Commuittee (CDTC)
One Park Place

Albany, NY 12205

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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October 7. 2010

Mr. Harry Miller

Herkimer-Oneida Counties Transportation Study
Boehlert Center at Union Station

321 Main Street

Utica, NY 13501

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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October 7. 2010

Mr. James D'Agostino

Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council
100 Clinton Square

126 N. Salina Street, Suate 100

Syracuse, NY 13202

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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October 7. 2010

Mr. Richard Pernin

Genesee Transportation Council (GTC)
50 West Main Street

Suite 8112

Rochester, NY 14614

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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October 7. 2010

Mr. Hal Morse

Greater Buffalo — Niagara Regional Transportation Council (GBNRTC)
438 Main Street

Buffalo . NY 14202

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7. 2010

Mr. Matthew Behnke

Federal Emergency Management Agency
FEMA Headquarters

500c Street SW, Suite 713

Washington DC 20472

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7. 2010

Mr. Frank Kobliski

Central New York Regional Transportation Authority (CENTRO)
PO Box 820

Syracuse, NY 13205-0820

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7. 2010

Mr. Wilham Wheeler

Metropolitan Transit Authonty (MTA)
347 Madison Ave

New York, NY 10017

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7. 2010

Mr. Lawrence Meckler

Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA)
181 Ellicott Street

Buffalo, NY 14203

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Comdor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvama (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 7. 2010

Mr. Mark Aesch

Rochester Genesee Regional Transportation Authonity (RGRTA)
1372 East Main Street

Rochester, NY 14609

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Comdor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvama (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Carm Basile, Executive Director
Capital District Transportation Authority
110 Watervliet Avenue

Albany, NY 12206

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Brian Sterman, Deputy Director for Long Range Planning
Metro-North Railroad
347 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10017

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Ms. Carmella Mantello, Director

New York State Canal Corporation
200 Southem Boulevard, P.O. Box 189
Albany, NY 12201-0189

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Kenneth Swanekamp, Director of Business Assistance
Ene County Department of Environment and Planning
County Office of Economic Development

Edward A. Rath County Office Bulding

95 Franklin Street, 10 Floor

Buffalo, NY 14202

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
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speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects

Page |-102



STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Robert R. Kulikowski, Ph D., Director

New York City Mayor's Office of Environmental Coordination
253 Broadway, 14™ Floor

New York, NY 10007

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Comdor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvama (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Paul V. Rush, Deputy Commussioner

New York City Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Supply

PO Box 358

Grahamsville, NY 12740

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Gary Heath, Director of Environmental Analysis
New York City Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Environmental Planning and Analysis

59-17 Junction Boulevard, 4% Floor

Flushing, NY 11373

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvama (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
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transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

il o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Ray Hodge

New York City Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Environmental Compliance

Records Control

59-17 Junction Boulevard. 92 Floor

Corona, NY 11368

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvama (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include
ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
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speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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STATE OoF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ALBANY, MN.Y. 12232
www.nysdot.gov

STAMLEY GEE Davio A. PATERSOMN
ACTING COMMISSIOMER GOVERNOR

October 12, 2010

Mr. Daniel Grulich, Interagency Coordinator

New York City Department of Parks & Recreation
Olmsted Center, Room 24D

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park

Flushing, NY 11368

Re: PIN 5937.51.171, High Speed Rail Empire Corndor Project
Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement
New York City to Buffalo/Niagara Falls

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Admimstration (FRA), 1s mmtiating development of a Tier 1 Service Level Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) of proposed improvements to intercity passenger rail service along the Empire Cormndor
between New York City. New York and Niagara Falls, New York. The 463-mile Empire Cormdor begins
at Moynihan/Pennsylvamia (Penn) Station in New York City (New York County), proceeds north to
Yonkers and Croton-Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) and Albany-
Rensselaer (Albany County), then tums west to Schenectady (Schenectady County), Utica (Oneida
County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), Rochester (Monroe County), Buffalo (Ene County), and
terminates at Miagara Falls (Niagara County).

Environmental Review Process: The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). the environmental review
provisions of Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
The FRA and the NYSDOT will use a tiered process. as provided for i 40 CFR 150828, in the
completion of the environmental review of the project. “Tienng” 1s a staged environmental review
process applied to environmental reviews for complex projects. The imitial phase (“Tier 1 EIS™) of this
process will address broad service-level 1ssues and proposals. Subsequent phases or tiers will analyze, at
a greater level of detail, narrower site-specific proposals based on the decisions made in Tier 1.

Scope of Agency Involvement: Issues that will be analyzed at the service level i this Tier 1 EIS include

ways to introduce travel speeds of at least 110 mph in places along the Empire Comidor where those
speeds are not possible, and to improve the reliability, travel times and frequency of passenger train
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service in order to attract additional passengers and be more competitive with other intercity
transportation modes. The project will establish specific goals for train frequency, tnp ttme, and on-time
performance and identify operational changes and investments in infrastructure and equipment necessary
to achieve those goals. The EIS will address the project's potential effects on noise, air, water quality, and
cultural and recreational resources, as well as other social, economic and environmental effects. A result
of the Tier 1 EIS will be identification of further analysis required in Tier 2 NEPA document(s) for
specific improvement projects.

As part of the process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the Tier 1 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and for identifying the important i1ssues related to the proposed action,
we request your comments on the above 1ssues and any other 1ssues that you can identify as important.
We intend to use your comments to:

* Identify the range of alternatives and impacts and important issues to be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Statement.

» Identify and eliminate from detailed study the i1ssues which are not important or which have been
covered by prior environmental review.

» Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements.

Since the project might impact resources your agency is involved with, we request your agency to be a
participating agency. Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible
to identify, as early as practicable, any 1ssues of concemn regarding the project's potential impacts.

We expect your agency's involvement to entail only those areas under 1ts jurisdiction or expertise and no
direct writing or analysis will be necessary for the document's preparation. The activities we will take to
maximize interagency cooperation may include the following:

Invite you to participate in scoping meetings and other meetings;

Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
Orgamze joint field reviews with you;

Provide you with project information, including study results;

Provide meamngful and timely mnput.

i el o

We look forward to your comments and response to this request and your role as a participating agency
on this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agencies' respective roles and responsibilities duning the preparation of this EIS, please contact Dawvid
Chan or the Project team via empirecorndor(@dot state ny us. Please forward any imtial comments and
confirmation that you will be a participating agency to us by October 15, 2010. E-mail replies should be
sent to David Chan at NYSDOT at empirecorndor(@dot.state ny us.

Sincerely,

Marie Corrado
Director of Major Projects
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2.2 Participating Agency Responses
Index of Participating Agency Responses

Thorne, Jennifer, Capital District Transportation Authority, “High Speed Rail Empire Corridor
Project: Invitation & Newsletter #1,” Email communication to Lindsay Zefting, HNTB Corporation,
October 15, 2010.

0'Neill, Christopher R., Capital District Transportation Committee, “High Speed Rail Empire
Corridor Project,” Email communication to David Chan, New York State Department of
Transportation, October 12, 2010.

Swanekamp, Kenneth, Erie County Department of Environment & Planning, “High Speed Rail
Project,” Email communication to David Chan, New York State Department of Transportation,
October 15, 2010.

Perrin, Richard, Genesee Transportation Council, “GTC as Participating Agency on Empire Corridor
High-Speed Rail EIS,” Email communication to David Chan, New York State Department of
Transportation, October 15, 2010.
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Lindsaz Zeﬁing

From: Jennifer Thorne [JenniferT@CDTA.orgl

Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 9:04 AM

To: Lindsay Zefting; Carm Basile

Cc: Kristina Younger

Subject: RE: High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project: Invitation & Newsletter #1
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Lindsay- Thank you for sending the invitation and newsletter. | will be attending the meeting on Monday, October 18"
to represent COTA as a participating agency throughout the EIS process. We have been working closely with NYSDOT on
this and CDTA’s Schenectady station project, and look forward to working on the advancement of high speed rail in the
corridor.

Thank you,

Jennifer

From: Lindsay Zefting [mailto:lzefting@HNTB.com]

Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:37 PM

To: Carm Basile; Jennifer Thorme

Subject: High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project: Invitation & Newsletter #1

Please find attached two separate invitation letters: 1) to join the High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project Advisory
Committee, and 2) to become a participating agency. The first EPAC meeting will be held on October 18™, 2010 and we
hope to see you there.

To facilitate our first meeting on Monday, October 18", attached is an advance copy of Newsletter 1. This four-page
document provides you with an overview of the project, as well as the dates and locations of the upcoming Scoping
Meetings. Six meetings will be held across New York State from October 19" to November 10™.

We look forward to working together on this important project.

Lindsay Zefting, EIT
Engineer |/Project Administrator

HNTB Corporation

1762 Central Avenue
Suite 301

Albany, New York 12205

Tel (518)218.5555
Fax(518)218.5556
www.hnth.com

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential

and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed.
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If you are NOT the intended recipient or the person responsible for
delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient,
be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use,

dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying this e-mail is strictly

prohibited.
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Lindsaz Zefting

From: dot.sm.mo.empire.cormidor [EmpireCorridor@dot.state.ny.us]
Sent: Wednesday, October 13, 2010 8:45 AM

To: Lindsay Zefting

Subject: FW: High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project

From: Chris O'Neill [mailto:co'neill@cdtcmpo.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2010 3:14 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.empire.corridor

Subject: High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project

David,

CDTC would like to be a participating agency for the EIS for the High Speed Rail Empire Corridor
Project. Thank you for inviting us.

Chris

Christopher R. O'Neill

Senior Transportation Planner Il

Capital District Transportation Committee
One Park Place, Main Floor

Albany, New York 12205-2676
518-458-2161

CO'Neill@cdtcmpo.org
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Lindsaz Zefting

From: dot.sm.mo_empire_corridor [EmpireCorridor@dot_state ny_us]
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 1:22 PM

To: Lindsay Zefting

Subject: FW: High Speed Rail Project

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Swanekamp, Kenneth [mailto:Kenneth.Swanekamp@erie.gov
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 10:31 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.empire.corridor

Subject: High Speed Rail Project

Mr. Chan,

I received the letter from Marie Corrado requesting participation. | would be glad to participate. | am in Erie County's Office
of Economic Development which is within the Department of Environment and Planning. We have tried to combine the
various aspects of Planning, Community and Economic Development together. Transportation Planning has been a part
of this effort. We also handle the two shortline rail lines that the County owns.

I plan on attending the Buffalo session on Tuesday October 19th. Our primary comment will be the same one we stated in
the NYS Rail Plan which was prepared a short time ago, that is: dedicated passenger track, first and foremost. Everything
else hinges on that.

I look forward to working with you and your group.

Ken Swanekamp

Kenneth Swanekamp | Director Of Business Assistance
Erie County | Environment & Planning

95 Franklin 5t., Room 1060 | Buffalo, WY 14202
P:(716) B58-6170 | F:(716) B58-7248

Kenneth.SwanekampBerie.gov

Erie County’'s vision: Erie County will be a world-class community where People want to live, Businesses want to
locate and Tourists want to visit.
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Lindsaz Zefting

From: dot.sm.mo.empire.cormidor [EmpireCorridor@dot.state.ny.us]

Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 1:22 PM

To: Lindsay Zefting

Subject: FW: GTC as Participating Agency on Empire Corridor High-Speed Rail EIS
Attachments: GTC Comments on the Empire Comridor HSR Tier 1 EIS (10292009).pdf
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Rich Perrin [mailto:RPemin@gtcmpo.org]
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 9:06 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.empire.corridor

Cc: Traver, Robert (DOT); jstack@gtcmpo.org
Subject: GTC as Participating Agency on Empire Corridor High-Speed Rail EIS

Dear Mr. Chan:

This e-mail serves as confirmation that the Genesee Transportation Council (GTC) would like to serve as a participating
agency in the development of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Empire Corridor high-speed passenger
rail project. As a note, GTC informed the NYS Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) of our interest in serving as an
“involved” agency for the development of the Tier 1 EIS on September 15, 2009 via an e-mail to then-project manager
Ann Purdue.

Attached are comments that GTC developed in October 2009 in response to the Federal Register notice of September 24,
2009 requesting comments on the Tier 1 EIS. We feel that these topics are still relevant and do not have additional
comments at this time.

Please contact me at your convenience if you have any questions. I may be reached by telephone at (585) 232-6240 or
via e-mail at rperrin@gtcmpo.org.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this in important initiative.

Sincerely,
Rich

Richard Perrin, AICP

Executive Director

Genesee Transportation Council
50 W. Main St., Suite 8112
Rochester, NY 14614-1227

Phone: (585) 232-6240

Fax: (585) 262-3106
Web: htip://www.gtcmpo.org
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Appendix | - Agency Correspondence Tier 1 Final EIS

3. Agency Notification Correspondence

High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Program Page 1-121
Mew York State Depariment of Transportation



This page intentionally left blank.



Appendix | - Agency Correspondence Tier 1 Final EIS

3.1 Agency Information Requests
Index of Agency Information Requests

Kim, Addie, HNTB Corporation, "Empire Corridor High Speed Rail,” Email communication with
Christina Croll, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. February 8, 2011.

Kays, Karen, Pinyon Environmental, Inc., “Spills Data Request.” Email communication with E.
Zuck, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. February 11, 2011.

Kays, Karen, Pinyon Environmental, Inc, “Empire Corridor High Speed Rail" Email
communication with Mike Holt, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.
February 11, 2011.

Grilli, Joseph G., P.E, HNTB Corporation, “Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire
Corridor Project.” Letter, March 18, 2011, to the following:

Mr. Gary Kassof, Commander,
1.5. Coast Guard

First Coast Guard District
Battery Park Building

New York, NY 10004-5073

Mr. Scott Striffler, Commander

1.5. Coast Guard

Ninth Coast Guard District

1240 East Ninth Street, Room 2047
Cleveland, OH 44199

Mr. Jeff Herter

New York State Department of State, Division of Coastal Resources, Albany Office
99 Washington Avenue, Suite 100

Albany, NY 12231-0001

Commissioner

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Agency Building #1, Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 12238

Ms. Mary Colligan

Assistant Regional Administrator, Protected Resources Division
National Marine Fisheries Service

55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930

High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Program Page I-1
Mew York State Depariment of Transportation
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Tier 1 Final EIS Appendix | - Agency Correspondence

Mr. Peter Colosi

Assistant Regional Administrator, Habitat Conservation Division
National Marine Fisheries Service

55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930

Mr. Roy Jacobson

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources

625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-4756

Ms. Tara Salerno

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation- Division of Fish, Wildlife and
Marine Resources

New York Natural Heritage Program - Information Services

625 Broadway, 5t Flood

Albany, NY 12233-4757

Mr. Robert Ewing

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Environmental Permits, 4t Floor

625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-1750

Ms. Anne Secord

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Wetlands, Northeast Region

3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045

Kim, Addie, HNTB Corporation, "Empire Corridor High Speed Rail,” Email communication with
Nick Conrad, Information Resources Coordinator, New York Natural Heritage Program. April 23,
2021.
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Addie Kim

From: Addie Kim

Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2210 PM
To: ‘christina.croll@oprhp_state_ny us'
Cc: '‘Bargovic, Danielle", Joe Grilli
Subject: Empire Comidor High Speed Rail
Attachments: Comidor Map_July 28 2010 (2).pdf

Good afternoon Christina,

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State High Speed Rail Empire Corridor
Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara Falls, Mew York. The corridor proceeds north from
MNew York City through Albany and then turns west to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo
before terminating at Niagara Falls, a distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969
and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA]), is being completed to evaluate and document
potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail service within the corridor. The projects identified in the
Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

In order to complete the Tier 1 EIS, the project team will be reviewing available data. At this time, we respectfully
request any Geographic Information System data regarding parks that have received Land and Water Conservation
Funding along or within ¥ mile of the 463 mile corridor (Figure 1). While geographic information systems (GIS) data is
preferred, any mappable data your office could provide would be greatly appreciated. As | understand it, GIS mapping
of municipal parks that have received Land and Water Conservation Funding is available for our use.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Best regards,

Addie

Addie Kim
Senior Environmental Planner

HNTEB Corporation
315t James Avenue, Suite 300
Boston, MA 02116

Tel (617) 532-2326
Fax (617) 428-690

i
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From: Karen Kays

Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 11:24 AM

To: 'emzuck@gw.dec.state.ny.us'

Subject: Spills Data Request

Attachments: Project_Centerline.zip; centerline_halfmile_buffer.zip; Corridor Map_July 28 2010 (2).pdf

Dear Ms. Zuck,

Thank you for taking the time to speak to me today. Below is further information about the project and a formal request for
data. I've also attached our Shape files of the project centerline and ¥: mile buffer as well as a general map of the corridor.
As discussed, it would be very helpful if you could provide me with any GIS data and the link to the FTP site.

Data request and project information:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), is
beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City
through Albany and then turns west to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at
Niagara Falls, a distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and
the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being completed to evaluate and document potential
improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will
be subject to detailed environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

In order to complete the Tier 1 EIS, the project team will be reviewing available data. At this time, we respectfully request any
Geographic Information System data regarding Spills incidents along or within a ¥ mile of the 463 mile corridor (Figure 1).
While geographic information systems (GIS) data is preferred, any mappable data your office could provide would be greatly
appreciated.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Thank you.

Karen Carling Eays
Environmental Scientist

Pinyon Environmental Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax

518.222 6993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env com
WWW. DIVON-e1V. Com
Certified DBE in NY. CO, UT
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From: Karen Kays

Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 11:32 AM
To: 'dowinfo@gw.dec.state.ny.us'
Subject: FPW: Empire Corridor High Speed Rail
Attachments: Corridor Map_July 28 2010 (2).pdf
Mr. Holt,

A map of the project area is attached.

Karen Carling Eays
Environmental Scientist

Pinyon Environmental Inc.
518.583.8012 tel

From: Karen Kays

Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 11:27 AM
To: 'dowinfo@gw.dec.state.ny.us'
Subject: Empire Corridor High Speed Rail

Attention: Mr. Mike Holt

Good Afternoon Mr. Holt:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), is
beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project
between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City
through Albany and then turns west to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at
Niagara Falls, a distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and
the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being completed to evaluate and document potential
improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will
be subject to detailed environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

In order to complete the Tier 1 EIS, the project team will be reviewing available data. At this time, we respectfully request any
Geographic Information System data regarding public water supply and watershed along or within 300 feet of the 463 mile
corridor (Figure 1). While geographic information systems (GIS) data is preferred, any mappable data your office could
provide would be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thank you.

Karen Carling Eays
Environmental Scientist

Pinyon Environmental Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel

file://Y)...ordination/Project-Site Review Comrespondence/Empire Corridor High Speed Rail Public Water Supply and Watershed request htm[9/5/2012 4:14:03 PM]



518.601.8693 fax
518222 6993 cell

Kays@pinyon-env.com

WU pInvon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY. CO, UT

Page |-129

file://Y)...ordination/Project-Site Review Comrespondence/Empire Corridor High Speed Rail Public Water Supply and Watershed request htm[9/5/2012 4:14:03 PM]


mailto:Carling@pinyon-env.com
http://www.pinyon-env.com/

HNTEB Corporation 31 5b James Avenue, Suite 300 Telephone (817 542-6300
The HNTE Campanies Boston, MA 02116 Facsimile (617) 428-6905
Engineers Architects Fanners www. hnth.com

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Gary Kassof

Commander (obr)

U5, Coast Guard

First Coast Guard District
Battery Park Building

New York, NY 10004-5073

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN §937.51.171)

Dear Mr. Kassof:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a
distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

Per previous correspondence with NYSDOT, the U.S. Coast Guard has agreed to be a cooperating agency
for the Tier 1 EIS. We respectfully request information on navigational/regulatory issues of concern
related to the waterways along the project route (see the attached project location and base maps and
Major Streams and Rivers table). We are requesting information on which of the waterways in the project
area are under federal jurisdiction for navigation, so these may be considered in the environmental
inventory and Tier 1 EIS. We would also like to request a copy of the existing USCG bridge permit(s), as
appropriate. Information regarding plans for dredging is also requested.
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (6 17) 532-2244 or jgrilli@hntb.com.

24

Environmental Manager

Sincerely,

Joseph G. Grilli, P.E,

cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT
Scot Striffler, Ninth Coast Guard District

Attachment(s): Figure 1 - Project Location Map
Base maps (12 sheets)

Attachment A: Major Streams and Rivers within 300 Feet of the Track Centerline
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HNTB Corporation 3t 5t James Avenue, Suite 300 Telephane {617 542-5900
The HMTE Companies Bostan, MA 0215 Faczimile (617} 428-6905

Engineers Architects Planners www.hntb.com

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Scot Striffler

Commander { dphb),

U5, Coast Guard

Minth Coast Guard District
1240 East Ninth Street
Room 2047

Cleveland, OH 44199

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN 5937.51.171)

Dear Mr. Striffler:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a

distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

Per previous corrrespondence with NYSDOT, the U.S. Coast Guard has agreed to be a cooperating agency
for the Tier 1 EIS. We respectfully request information on navigational/regulatory issues of concern
related to the waterways along the project route (see the attached project location and base maps and
Major Streams and Rivers table). We are requesting information on which of the waterways in the project
area are under federal jurisdiction for navigation, so these may be considered in the environmental
inventory and Tier 1 EIS. We would also like to request a copy of the existing USCG bridge permit(s), as
appropriate. Information regarding plans for dredging is also requested.

Page I-132



Page 2 of 2

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (617) 532-2244 or igrilli@hntb.com.

-~

Sincerely,

Joseph G. Grilli, P.E.

Environmental Manager

cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT
Gary Kassof, First Coast Guard District

Attachment(s): Figure 1 - Project Location Map
Base maps (12 sheets)
Attachment A: Major Streams and Rivers within 300 Feet of the Track Centerline
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HNTB Corporation 31 5t. James Avenue, Suite 300 Telephone (617) S42-6300
The HNTB Companies Bostan, Ma 02ns Facsimile (&17) 428-6905
Ergineers Architects Planners www.hntb.com

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Jeff Herter

NYS5 Department of State, Division of Coastal Resources, Albany Office
99 Washington Avenue

Suite 100

Albany, NY 12231-0001

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN §937.51.171)

Dear Mr. Herter:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a
distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

We respectfully request information on coastal resources and coastal zone management mapping of
Inland Designated Waterways, preferably in GIS format. We are writing to request information on
municipalities along the proposed action with an approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program or
Inland Designated Waterways along the project. Information in digital (GIS or other electronic mapping)
files showing the location of LWRP communities and Inland Designated Waterways is also requested.
The attached maps and tables provide information on the project location and nearby major waterways.
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (617) 532-2244 or jgrilli@hntb.com,
Joseph G. Grilli, P.E.

Environmental Manager

Sincerely,

cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT

Attachment(s): Figure | - Project Location Map

Base maps (12 sheets)
Attachment A: Major Streams and Rivers within 300 Feet of the Track Centerline

List of Empire Corridor Communities
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HNTB Corporation 31 5L, James Avenue, Suite 300 Tefephone (&17) 542-6900
The HNTE Companies doston, MA 02116 Facsimile (617) 428-6905
Ergineers Architects Pranners wiww hntb.com

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Commissioner

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Agency Building #1, Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 12238

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN 5937.51.171)

Dear Commissioner

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a
distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

Per previous correspondence with NYSDOT, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation has agreed to be a cooperating agency for the Tier 1 EIS. We respectfully request information
on parklands in the immediate project vicinity. We are requesting information and updated GIS§ mapping
for federal, state, county, and municipal parks. We are also requesting information on Land and Water
Conservation Funded federal, state, county, and local parks in the project vicinity. The attached maps and
tables provide information on the project location and nearby major waterways.
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (617) 532-2244 or jgrilli@hntb.com,

27

oseph G. Grilli, P.E.

Sincerely,

Environmental Manager
cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT

Attachment(s): Figure 1 - Project Location Map
Base maps (12 sheets)
List of Empire Corridor Communities
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HNTB Corporation 31 5L James Avenue, Sulte 300 Telephone (B1T) 542-6900
The HNTE Companies Boston, MA 0216 Facsimile (&17) 428-6305
Empingers Architects Planners www hintb,com

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Ms. Mary Colligan

Assistant Regional Administrator, Protected Resources Division
MNational Marine Fisheries Service

55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN $937.51.171)

Dear Ms. Colligan:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a

distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

NYSDOT has previously corresponded with your agency to notify you of the project. We are now writing
to inquire about species protected under Section 7 of the United States Endangered Species Act and
critical habitats designated under Section 7 that may be present in the project area (Figure 1). We would
also like to request information in digital (GIS or other electronic mapping) files showing the location of
any such species. For your reference, a list of major streams and rivers located within 300 feet of the track
centerline are included as Attachment A (please note, the attached list is not a comprehensive list of all

water-bodies within the project area).
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (617) 532-2244 or jgrilli@hntb.com.

Sincerely, ; /M
Jos

G. Grilli, P.E.

Environmental Manager

cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT
Peter Colosi, NMFS Habitat Conservation Division

Attachments: Figure | — Project Location Map
Attachment A: Major Streams and Rivers within 300 Feet of the Track Centerline
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HMNTB Corporation 315t James Avenue, Suife 300 Telephone (B1T) 542-6200
The HNTB Companies Boston, MA 02116 Facsimile (&17) 428-6905
Engineers Archifects Planners www. nnib.com

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Mr. Peter Colosi

Assistant Regional Administrator, Habitat Conservation Division
Mational Marine Fisheries Service

55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN $937.51.171)

Dear Mr. Colosi:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a

distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Staternent (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

NYSDOT has previously corresponded with your agency to notify you of the project. We are now writing
to inguire about Essential Fish Habitats protected under the U.S. Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act and anadromous fisheries in the Hudson River that may be present in
the project area (Figure 1). We would also like to request information in digital (GIS or other electronic
mapping) files showing the location of any such species. For your reference, a list of major streams and
rivers located within 300 feet of the track centerline are included as Attachment A (please note, the
attached list is not a comprehensive list of all water-bodies within the project area).
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (61 7) 532-2244 or jgrilli@hntb.com.

-~

Joseph G. Grilli, P.E.

Environmental Manager

cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT
Mary Colligan, NMFS Protected Resources Division

Attachments: Figure | — Project Location Map
Attachment A: Major Streams and Rivers within 300 Feet of the Track Centerline
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HNTB Corporation 315t James Avenue, Suite 300 Telephane (6171 542-6900
The HNTB Companies Bostan, MA 02116 Facsimile (B17) 428-6905%
Erupmerrs Architects Planners www, hntbocom

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Mr. Roy Jacobson

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources

625 Broadway

Albany, New York 12233-4756

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN $937.51.171)

Dear Mr. Jacobson:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a

distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

NYSDOT has previously corresponded with your agency to notify you of the project. We are now writing

to request digital (GIS or other electronic mapping) files regarding wild and scenic rivers along or within
300 feet of the 436 mile corridor (Figure 1).
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (617) 532-2244 or jgrilli@hntb.com.

AU

Joseph G. Grillj, P.E,

Sincerely,

Environmental Manager
cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT

Attachment: Figure 1 - Project Location Map
Attachment A: Major Streams and Rivers within 300 Feet of the Track Centerline
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HMNTB Carporation 3156, James Avenue, Suite 300 Telephone (A7) 542-6200
The HNTB Companies Baoston, MA 0216 Facsimile (6171 428-6905
Emgineers Archefects Paanners www hntb.com

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Ms, Tara Salerno

NYSDEC-DFWMR

NY Natural Heritage Program-Information Services
625 Broadway, 5th Floor

Albany, NY 12233-4757

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN $937.51.171)

Dear Ms. Salerno:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a

distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents. .

NYSDOT has previously corresponded with your agency to notify you of the project. We are now writing
to request digital (GIS or other electronic mapping) files regarding “significant natural communities™ and
other areas protected by regulation, federally- and state-threatened, endangered, or other species of
special concern, available for the 463 mile corridor (Figure 1 and Base Maps).
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (617) 532-2244 or igrilli@hntb.com.

b

Joseph G. Grilli, P.E.

Sincerely,

Environmental Manager

cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT

Attachment: Figure 1 - Project Location Map
Base Maps (12 sheets)
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HNTE Corporation 31 5. James Avenue, Suite 300 Telephone (617) 542-6500
The HNTE Companies Boston, MA 02116 Facsimile (&17) 428-6905
Ermpnends Architects Planngrs www, nnth.oom

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Mr. Robert Ewing

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Environmental Permits

4th Floor

625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-1750

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN $937.51.171)

Dear Mr. Ewing:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a
distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier | Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

NYSDOT has previously corresponded with your agency to notify you of the project. We now are writing

to request digital (GIS or other electronic mapping) files regarding SEQR critical areas along or within
300 feet of the 463 mile corridor (Figure | and Base Maps).
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (617) 532-2244 or jgrilli@hntb.com.

Sincerely, N

Joseph G. Grilli, P.E.
Environmental Manager
cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT

Attachment: Figure 1 - Project Location Map
Base Maps (12 sheets)
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HNTB Corparation 35t James Avenue, Suite 300 Telephone (S17) S42-6300
The HNTE Companies Bostan, MA Q2116 Facsimile (817) 428-6305
Engineers Archifects Planners www.hntb.com

HNTB

March 18, 2011

Ms. Anne Secord

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Wetlands, Northeast Region

3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045

Subject: Information Request for High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN 5937.51.171)

Dear Ms. Secord:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara
Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany and then turns west
to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before terminating at Niagara Falls, a
distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being
completed to evaluate and document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail
service within the corridor. The projects identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed
environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

NYSDOT has previously corresponded with your agency to notify you of the project. We are now writing
to inquire about federally- and state-threatened, endangered, or other species of special concern that may
be present in the project area (Figure 1 and Base Maps). We would also like to request information in
digital (GIS or other electronic mapping) files showing the location of any such species,

Page |-148



Page 2 of 2

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (617) 532-2244 or jgrilli@hntb.com.

74

Joseph G. Grilli, P.E.

Sincerely,

Environmental Manager

cc: David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT

Attachment: Figure | - Project Location Map
Base Maps (12 sheets)
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Attachment A

Major Stream and Rivers within 300 Feet of the Track Centerline
Empire Corridor, New York

County River/Stream Location River/Stream Name
{Approximate Mile Post) (Approximate Mile Post)
New York (0-11.5) none
_Brnnx (11.5-14) _ none
Westchester (14-45) 15 Undetermined Name
3 Undeternined MName
M Undeternined MName
265 Undeternined MName
205 Eemeys Cove
i1 Undeternined MName
i3 Undeternined MName
M35 Undeternined MName
36 Brnnton Brook
37 Undeternined MName
375 Undeternined MName
40 Undeternined MName
42 Undetermined MName
Puinam (45 -54.5) 52 Foundry Cove
_ _ _ M Breakneck Brook
Dutchess (54.5-T5/QCT6-QCL00.5) 36 Cascade Brook
565 Gordons Brook
58 Fishkill Creek
61 Unnamed
63 Unnamed
63 Wappinger Creek
a7 Tributary to Cobalt Lake
735 Fall Kill
QC 77 Maritje Kill
QC T35 Crum Eill
QC 83 Indian Kill
QC 85 North Staatsburg Creek
QC 86 Vandenburgh Cove
QC 87 Unnamed
QCo Astor Cove
QCo9235 Unnamed
QCods Mudder Eill
QC 96 South Bay
QC 98 North Bay
Columbia (QC100.5-QC129.5) QC 1035 Unnamed
QC 108 Fooeliff Jensen Eill
QC 1155 North Bay
QC 1185 Stockport Creek
QC121 Unnamed
QC 126 Mill Creek
QC 126.5 Unnamed
Rensselaer (QC129.5-QC143) QC1295 Unnamed
QC 133 Muitzes Eill
QC 134 WVlockie Eill
QC 133 Moordener Eill
QC 136 Papscanee Creek
QC 139 Papscanee Creek
| _ QC 1415 Mill Creek
Albany (QCL143-QC155) QC 143 Hudson Biver
QC 146 Unnamed
QC 149 Fensselaer lake
QC 154 Lisha Eill
Schenectady (QCL55-QCLTNQG42) | QC 160 Mohawk River/ Erie Canal
QC 161 Collins Creek
QC 166 Washout Creek
QC 168 Verf Kill
QC 169 Chaughtanoonda Creek
Montgomery (QC1T0WQG42-QCI10) | QC170.5 Compaanen Eill
QC174 Unnamed
QC 176 Unnamed
QC 1785 McQueen Creek




Attachment A

Major Stream and Rivers within 300 Feet of the Track Centerline

Empire Corridor, New York

County River/Stream Location River/Stream Name
{Approximate Mile Post) (Approximate Mile Post)
QC 180 Unnamed
QC 185 Unnamed
QC 186.5 Cayadetta Creek
QC 190.5 Brnggs Fim
QC 194 Unnamed
QC 196 Unnamed
QC 197 Unnamed
QC 199 Unnamed
QC 2035 Caroga Creek
QC 204 Mather Creek
QC 205 Unnamed
QC 207 Zimmerman Creek
QC 2075 Timmerman Creek
QC 208.5 Crum Creek
Herkimer (QC210-QC235) QC 210 East Canada Creek
QC 211 Unnamed
QC 214 Unnamed
QC 215 Unnamed
QC 220 Beaver Brook
QC 223 West Canada Cresk
QC 234 Mohawk River
QC 2345 Ferguson Cresk
Oneida (QC235-QC264) QC 2353 Unnamed
QC 2405 Sanquoit Creek
QC 2445 Oriskany Creek
QC 2485 Mohawk River
QC 2565 Mad Creek
QC 261 Stomy Creek
Madison (QC264-QC278) QC 264 Oneida Creek
QC 266 Cowaselon Creek
QC 2685 Duck Settlement Creek
QC 270 Canastota Creek
QC272 Old Enie Canal
QC274 Unnamed
QC 275 Unnamed
QC 276.5 Chittenango Creek
Onondaga (QC273-QC309) QC2785 Pools Brook
QC 2805 Lake Brook
QC 2825 Limestone Creek
QC 285 Butternut Creek
QC 287 South Branch Ley Creek
QC 292 Barge Canal
QC 295 Geddes Brook
QC 296.5 Nine Mile Creek
QC 302 Bitter Brook
QC 302.5-QC 303 Old Enie Canal
QC 3035 Dead Creek
QC 305 Unnamed
QC 308 Unnamed
_ QC 3085 Unnamed
Cayuga (QCIN0-QC3I20) QC3115 Unnamed
QC 312 Putnam Brook
QC 3125 Spring Brook
QC 316 Unnamed
| _ QC 3195 Erie Canal
Wayne (QC320-QC357) QC 320 Cruzoe Creek
QC 323 Black Creek
QC 3255 Unnamed
QC 327 Black Creek
QC 335 Erie Canal
QC 336 Canandaigua Creek
QC 339 Erie Canal
QC 341 Unnamed
QC 342 Ganargua Creek
QC 3435 Fed Creek




Attachment A

Major Stream and Rivers within 300 Feet of the Track Centerline
Empire Corridor, New York

County River/Stream Location River/Stream Name
{Approximate Mile Post) (Approximate Mile Post)
QC 346 Ganargua Creek
QC 348 Unnamed
QC 3405 Fed Creek
QC 351 Unnamed
QC 355 Unnamed
Monroe (QC357-QC358) QC 360 Unnamed
QC 3615 Unnamed
QC 363 Irondequoit Creek
QC 3655 Allen Creek
QC3715 Genesee Fiver
QC 3745 Erie Canal
QC 376 Unnamed
QC 37735 Unnamed
QC 379 Unnamed
QC 3815 Unnamed
QC 382 Unnamed
QC 3845 Little Black Creek
QC 3855 Unnamed
QC 386 Black Creek
Genesee (QCIB8-QC41E) QC 380 Unnamed
QC 39235 F.obins Brook
QC 304 F.obins Brook
QC 395 Unnamed
QC 3965 Black Creek
QC 3985 Bigelow Creek
QC 39935 Bigelow Creek
QC 401 Unnamed
QC 404 5 Tonawanda Creek
QC 407 Unnamed
QC 4085 Bowen Creek
QC 414 Murder Creek
QC 416 Unnamed
Erie (QC418-QC43%/QDN1-QDN13) | QC 41835 Unnamed
QC42235 Ellicott Creek
QC 4255 Unnamed
QDN 6 Scajaquada Creek
QDM 7.5 Unnamed
QDN 12 Unnamed
_ QDN 125 Ellicott Creek
Niagara (QDN13-QDN2§) QDN 135 Tonawanda Creek/Ene Canal
QDN 145 Unnamed
QDN 16.5 Unnamed
QDN 20 Bergholtz Creek/ Sawyer Creek
QDN 21 Cayuga Creek
QDN 25 Mo name
QDN 26 Gill Creek




EMPIRE CORRIDOR COMMUNITIES

Citv/Town/County

New York County
1. Manhattan

Bronx County
2. Bronx

Westchester County
Yonkers
Greenburgh
Mount Pleasant
Ossining
Cortlandt
Peekskill

RNon R W

Putnam County
9. Philipstown

Ci own/Coun

Dutchess County
10. Fishkill

11. Beacon

12. Wappinger
13. Poughkeepsie
14. Hyde Park
15. Rhinebeck
16. Red Hook

Columbia County
17. Clermont
18. Germantown
19. Livingston
20. Greenport
21. Hudson

22. Stockport
23. Stuyvesant
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24, New Baltimore  Adjoins on other side of track

Albany County

25. Coeymans Adjoins on other side of track
26. Schodack

27. Bethelem Adjoins on other side of track

28. East Greenbush
29. Rennselaer
30. Albany

31. Colonie
Schenecdaty County

32. Rotterdam
33. Schenectady

34. Glenville

Montgomery County

35. Amsterdam

36. Florida Adjoins on other side of track
37. Glen Adjoins on other side of track
38. Mohawk

39. Root Adjoins on other side of track
40. Canajoharie Adjoins on other side of track
41. Palatine

42. Minden Adjoins on other side of track

43. 5t Johnsville

Herkimer County

44. Danube Adjoins on other side of track

45. Manheim

46. Little Falls

47-48. Herkimer/German Flats German Flats adjoins on other side of frack

49-50. Frankfort/Schuyler

Oneida County

51. Utica

South of Track

Morth of Track

52. Whitestown

53. Marcy Adjoins on other side of track
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South of Track
Morth of Track
54. Rome
South of Track
Morth of Track
55. Verona
South of Track
Morth of Track

56. Westmoreland

Madison County

57. Oneida
South of track
Morth of Track
58. Lenox
South of track
Morth of Track
59. Sullivan

Onondaga County

60. Manlius
61. De Witt
62. Salina

63. Syracuse
64. Geddes
65. Camillus
66. Van Buren
67. Elbridge

Cayuga County

68. Brutus
69. Mentz

70. Montezuma

Wayne County

71. Savannah
72. Galen
73. Lyons
74. Arcadia
75. Palmyra
76. Macedon

Adjoins on other side of track
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Monroe County
77. Perinton

78. Pittsford

79. Brighton

80. Penfield

81. Rochester
82. Gates

83. Penfield

84. Riga

85. Chili

86. East Rochester

Genesee County
87. Bergen

88. Byron

89. Stafford

90. Batavia

91. Genesee (City)
92. Pembroke
93. Darien

Erie County

94. Alden

95. Lancaster
96. Cheektowaga
97. Buffalo

98. Tonawanda

Niagara County

99. North Tonawanda
100. Wheatfield

101. Niagara

102. Niagara Falls
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Addie Kim

From: Addie Kim

Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 1:36 PM

To: ‘dec.sm.MNaturalHeritage'

Cc: Jakubiak, Mark (DOT)"; Kenneth Wasserman; Joe Grilli; Marissa Seifert; Robert Conway
Subject: FW: Empire Corridor GIS request

Attachments: nynhp_deocgis_11n.doc; HNTE-NYNHP.zip

Hi Nick,

Thanks for your response! | am forwarding the shapefiles that we had received previously from NYNHP (along with
email correspondence received below). Please note that this NYNHP zipfile had to be renamed as "HNTB" to clear our
email server. We will send a separate email with the shapefiles for Empire Corridor alternatives. We had originally
requested buffers of ¥ mile, although NYNHP screening distances for some species exceed these buffers (e.g., Indiana
bat, Timber rattlesnake).

The Tier 1 Draft EIS evaluated a range of alternatives: the Base (No Build), 90 mph alternatives (Alternatives 90A and
90B), 110 mph alternative (Alternative 110}, and 125 mph alternative (Alternatives 125). The routes for Alternatives
904, 90B, and 110 all follow the existing Empire Corridor, and the 125 mph corridor followed a new alignment west of
Schenectady to Buffalo, merging in with the existing alignment in the major cities of Rochester and Syracuse. South of
Albany, all of the alternatives follow the existing Empire Corridor extending along the Hudson Line to New York City.

The Tier 1 Final EIS currently in preparation identifies one of the 90 mph alternatives (Alternative 90B) as the Preferred
Alternative. This is the final route for the Tier 1 analysis and will follow the existing Empire Corridor. Although at this
time we had proposed updating the analysis (that will be presented in an Appendix G) of all of the other

alternatives. The design for the Preferred Alternative will be refined in the Tier 2 analysis.

The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 90B) follows the route for the existing Empire Corridor, shown in green

below. Alternative 125 was dismissed based on substantially greater impacts and costs and follows a new alignment,
allowing for higher speed rail operations. The 125 mph Alternative is shown below in red and obscures the existing
Empire Corridor (and 90 mph alternative) where it follows this route south of Albany to New York City. The below
maps of our online GIS mapping show the entire route (with 125 in red and 90 mph alternative in green) along with
NYMNHP data of rare species (plants and animals) and significant natural communities and there is a closeup view of this
data for the areas surrounding Syracuse.

Sincerely,

Addie

Addie Kim

Senior Environmental Planner

HNTB Corporation
31 5t. James Avenue, Suite 300
Boston, MA 02116

Tel (617) 532-2326
Fax (617) 428-6905
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From: Tara Salerno <tmsalern@gw.dec.state.ny.us>

Sent: Monday, March 7, 2011 11:27 AM

To: Karen Kays <Kays@pinyon-env.com:>

Cc: DBargovic@chacompanies.com; Nick Conrad <nbconrad @gw.dec.state.ny.us>; Addie Kim <AKim@HNTB.com>
Subject: RE: Empire Corridor GIS request

Hi Karen,

Please find attached a zip file containing three shapefiles. The shapefiles contain locations of rare species and significant
natural communities which are documented within 0.5 mile of the New York Power State Empire Corridor Project. In the
shapefiles, each location is represented as a shape (one or more polygons). Some locations may have more than one
overlapping shape, indicating more than one rare species or community occurs at that location. See the attached
documentation, nynhp_docgis_11n.doc, for more details on interpreting these shapes and for definitions of the data
fields.

The shapefiles are in meters, UTM zone 18, NAD 83.

The shapefile nynhp_EmpireCorridor_species_11 contains records of rare plants and rare animals last documented
since 1980, and for which relatively precise locations are known.

The shapefile nynhp_EmpireCorridor_potential_11 contains records of rare plants and rare animals either last
documented before 1980 (historical records), and/or records for which precise or relatively precise locations are not
known. For historical records, there is no recent information and their current status is unknown. If appropriate habitat
for these plants or animals is present, it is possible they may still be present.

The shapefile nynhp_EmpireCorridor_comms_11 contains records of significant natural communities. Natural
community occurrences in this shapefile are all ranked as being of excellent or good quality, and/or are considered
significant from a statewide perspective. By meeting specific, documented criteria, the NY Natural Heritage Program
considers these occurrences to have high ecological and conservation value.
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Please note: In addition to the rare species provided in the shapefiles the following species have been documented
within the given distances from the project site. These species are known to move the indicated distances and so
potentially may be found near the project site at some time.

1. Indiana bats ( Myoiis sodalis) have been documented within 2 miles of the project site and occur in the following
counties & towns:
Onondaga — Manlius

2. Timber rattlesnakes ( Crotalus horridus) have been documented within 1.5 miles of the project site in the following
counties & towns:
Putnam — Philipstown

For descriptions of each of the ecological community types, please go to http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/29384.html
and click on DRAFT Ecological Communities of New York State. More detailed information about many of the natural

community types in New York, including identification, dominant and characteristic vegetation, distribution,
conservation, and management, is available online in Natural Heritage's Conservation Guides at www.acris.nynhp.org.

More detailed information about many of the rare and listed animals and plants in New York, including biology,
identification, habitat, conservation, and management, are available online in Natural Heritage's Conservation Guides at
www.acris.nynhp.org, from NatureServe Explorer at hitp://www.natureserve.org/explorer, from NYSDEC at
hitp://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7494.html (for animals), and from USDA's Plants Database at

hitp://plants. usda.gov/index.html (for plants).

Please confirm that you have received the data and let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Tara

Tara Salemo

Environmental Review Specialist
NY Matural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, 5th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-4757

Office: 518-402-8926

Fax: 518-402-8925

Imsalem@aw.dec.state.ny.us

=>>> "Karen Kays" <Kavs@pinvon-env.com> 3/7/2011 11:08 AM >>>
Hi Tara,

Attached is the data share agreement from HNTB and | sent you the one from Pinyon on Friday so, we should be all
set. Please let me know if you require any further information. Thanks again for all of your assistance with this process.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinyon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
518.222.6993 cell

Kays@pinyon-env.com
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WWW. DINYON-env. cCom

Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT

From: Tara Salerno [mailto:tmsalern@gw.dec.state.ny.us]
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:09 PM

To: Karen Kays

Cc: DBargovic@chacompanies.com; AKim@hntb.com
Subject: RE: Empire Corridor GIS request

Hi Karen,

I just wanted to let you know I received a signed data sharing agreement from CHA. As soon as I receive one from you
and from HNTB I will send along the Heritage data.

Thanks,

Tara

Tara Salermo

Environmental Review Specialist

NY Matural Heritage Program

625 Broadway, 5th Floor

Albany, NY 12233-4757

Office: 518-402-8926

Fax: 518-402-8925

Imsalem@gw.dec.state.ny.us

=>>> "Karen Kays" <kays@pinyon-env.com=> 2/11/2011 10:33 AM >>>

Hi Tara,

Attached are the shape files of the corridor centerline and the ¥ mile project area buffer. I'm copying Matt Santo on
this email, he handles our GIS and can answer any questions that you might have. The data sharing agreement is to
follow. Thanks!

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinyon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
518.222 6993 cell

Eavsfipinyon-env.com

WWW_DINVON-€nv.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT

From: Tara Salerno [mailto:tmsalern@qgw.dec.state.ny.us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:24 PM

To: Karen Kays

Cc: Nick Conrad

Subject: RE: Empire Corridor GIS request

Hi Karen,

As discussed on the phone, as part of receiving data in digital format from the NY Natural Heritage Program, we ask

that you also agree to and sign a data sharing agreement. A draft agreement is attached. If there are any provisions
that raise concemns or questions for you, please let me know. If the provisions are acceptable, let me know that by e-
mail, too, and return a signed copy to me in the mail or by e-mail (scanned in signed copy). Upon hearing that the

5
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agreement is acceptable, we will prepare shapefiles of the locations of rare animals, rare plants, and significant natural
communities which are documented in the NY Natural Heritage databases as occurring in the New York State Empire
Corridor.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Tara

Tara Salemo

Environmental Review Specialist
NY Matural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, 5th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-4757

Office: 518-402-8926

Fax: 518-402-8925

Imsalem@gw.dec state.ny.us
=== "Karen Kays" <kays@pinyon-env.com> 2/8/2011 1:34 PM >>>

Hi Tara,
A few more questions.

1. Doesyour program handle the Hudson River Superfund Site? It appears from the NYSDEC website that it
does but, I'm not 100% certain. | need to find hazardous waste information for the site..any ideas who to
contact about that?

2. Also, | know you mentioned that you have record of significant natural communities but, to your knowledge,
does the state have records of just plain natural communities? Thanks for your help.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinyon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
518.222 6993 cell

Eavsfipinyon-env.com

WWW_DINVON-€nv.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT

From: Tara Salerno [mailto:tmsalern@qgw.dec.state.ny.us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 11:10 AM

To: Karen Kays

Cc: Nick Conrad

Subject: Empire Corridor GIS request

Hi Karen,

The best thing to do is e-mail me a shapefile of your project area. Also, please give me a call at 518-402-8926 so we
can discuss your project. Then I can discuss with my supervisor what is the best way to provide data to you.
Thanks.

Tara
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Tara Salemo

Environmental Review Specialist

NY Matural Heritage Program

625 Broadway, 5th Floor

Albany, NY 12233-4757

Office: 518-402-8926

Fax: 518-402-8925
msalerm@qgw.dec.state.ny.us

=== John Schmid 2/8/2011 6:59 AM >>>
Karen-

I am copying Nick Conrad (Information Resources Coordinator) on this reply. He should be able to assist you with your
non-standard request.

-John

Al P PP P P PR S S P P P P P P R P

John J. Schmid, GISP

GIS Specialist

MNew York Matural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, 5th Floor

Albany, New York 12233-4757
518.402.8930

Al P PP P P PR S S P P P P P P R P

=== "Karen Kays" <Kays@pinyon-env.com= 2{/7/2011 3:05 PM =>>

Hi lohn,

Pinyon Environmental, Inc. is working as part of the project team for the New York State Empire Corridor, Tier |

EIS. We plan to submit a formal request for GIS information to your agency. However, | see on your website that
certain items such as topo maps, counties and cities in the project boundary, etc. are to be included in the information
request and that we should contact your agency for larger geographic area information requests. Our project area is a
463-mile long corridor. Could you provide me with information on how to proceed with our request? Thank you!

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinyon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
518.222 6993 cell

Eavsfipinyon-env.com
WWW_pInyon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT

From: dec.sm.NaturalHeritage <NaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 22, 2021 5:44 PM

To: Addie Kim <AKim@HNTB.com>; Marissa Seifert <mseifert@HNTB.com=>
Subject: RE: Info Request - New York State Empire Corridor Project

Hello, Marissa and Addie,
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| have started digging into your request.

According to my records, it turns out we did process an original request in 2011, and | still have the shapefile for the
route then. But then in 2012 Pinyon submitted a revised route; however, we were not contracted to conduct project
screenings that year, and the 2012 request and shapefile went to NYSDEC, so | do not have a shapefile of the revised
route. However, the map Addie provided in her recent email looks to be the original route. Please confirm which route
you would like us to screen. If the revised route, could you please send a shapefile?

Yes, we did execute a data agreement with HNTB back in 2011. Since then, NYSDEC's legal department has directed us
to use a new template for our data agreements (not surprisingly, it contains much more legalese than the old version).
Once I'm clear on the route to screen, | would like to compare our current data with what was provided to you in 2011
and 2012. If there are only minor changes that | can convey to you in text, then we won’t need a new data agreement.
If the changes are substantial enough that you would need spatial data, then we would need to execute a new data
agreement.

Will you want any other companies to have access to the data this time around?

Thanks,
Mick

Nicholas Conrad

Information Resources Coordinator

New York Matural Heritage Program

SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry

In partnership with NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway

Albany, NY 122334757

(518) 402-8944

Nick.Conrad@dec.ny.gov

From: Addie Kim <AKim@HNTB.com>

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 9:51 AM

To: Marissa Seifert <mseifert@HNTB.com>; dec.sm.NaturalHeritage <NaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov>
Subject: RE: Info Request - New York State Empire Corridor Project

Hi,

Just wanted to follow up on this request for rare species and significant natural communities information for the High
Speed Rail Empire Corridor (HSREC) Program. Attached for your review and information is the original (2011) data
request with the general map attachment. The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the New York State
Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) published a Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in 2014. At
that time, Pinyon Environmental was tasked with collecting and analyzing endangered species and ecology, and, on
behalf of NYSDOT and HNTB, Pinyon initiated a data sharing agreement and collected NYSDEC GIS data on significant
natural communities and endangered and threatened species. The original data request correspondence sent to
NYSDEC is attached for your information. Please advise if you should need more detailed mapping of the

corrider. The assessment for the Tier 1 EIS involved identification of resources within ¥ mile of each of the
prospective alternatives.

Woe are in the process of compiling the Tier 1 Final EIS on behalf of NYSDOT and FRA and would like to update the GIS
NYSDEC rare species/significant natural communities data that was previously collected from your agency. Please
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advise how we can obtain this GIS information directly from your agency, Marissa had forwarded the additional email
correspondence and original data sharing agreement for the HSREC program with your agency.

Please feel free to call to discuss. Regards,

Addie

Addie Kim
Senior Environmental Planner

HNTB Corporation
31 5t. James Avenue, Suite 300
Boston, MA 02116

Tel (617) 532-2326
Fax (617) 428-690

From: Marissa Seifert <mseifert@HNTB.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 12:53 PM

To: NaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov

Subject: Info Request - New York State Empire Corridor Project

To whom this may concern,

| am writing to request GIS information for the New York Empire Corridor Project, which is a 463-mile-long railroad
corridor. The data will be used for a response to comments on the New York State Empire Corridor, Tier | EIS from FRA.
Essentially, we would require updated information on rare animals, rare plants, and significant natural communities
which are documented in the NY Natural Heritage database as occurring in the NY State Empire Corridor. Due to the
size of the project, it may be easier to send a shapefile of the project area.

Our subcontractor, Pinyon Environmental, Inc., had previously signed a data share agreement in 2011 to allow access
to this information (see attached correspondence). Therefore, please inform us if this is acceptable for us to have
access to the information or the steps necessary for us to obtain the data.

Please let me know next steps.

Best,

Marissa Seifert

Wetland Scientist

Planning Depariment

Tel (617) 532-2220 Cell (413) 813-8453

HNTB CORPORATION
31 5t James St #300, Boston, MA 02116 | www_ hntb.com

M 105 YEARS OF INFRASTRUCTURE SOLUTIONS

¥ in] £(G
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This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this communication, please delete this
message and any attachments. Thank you.
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Appendix | - Agency Correspondence Tier 1 Final EIS

3.2 Agency Information Responses

Index of Agency Information Responses

Ingmire, Scott, Director, Madison County Planning Department, “Empire Corridor EIS." Email
communication with Jeffrey 0'Connell, HNTB Corporation, February 8, 2011.

McQueen, Joe, Director of Public Communications, Schenectady County, “Master Plan.” Email
communication with Jeff 0'Connell, HNTB Corporation, February 8, 2011.

Lilla, Sharon, Planning Director, Wayne County Planning, “Empire Corridor EIS."” Email
communication with Jeff 0’'Donnell, HNTB Corporation, February 9, 2011.

Thapa, Jane, New York State Department of Health, Personal communication with Karen Kays,
Pinyon Environmental, Inc., February 11, 2011.

Ozard, John, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Bureau of Wildlife,
Wildlife Diversity Unit, “Request for Breeding Bird Atlas Data.” Email communication with Karen
Kays, Pinyon Environmental, Inc., March 3, 2011.

Salerno, Tara, "Empire Corridor GIS Request.” Email communication with Karen Kays, Pinyon
Environmental, Inc., March 7, 2011.

Hay, Duncan, National Park Service, Northeast Region, “NYS DOT & FRA Compliance (NEPA).” Email
communication with Addie Kim, HNTB Corporation, March 25, 2011.

Colligan, Mary, Assistant Regional Administrator, Protected Resources Division, National Marine
Fisheries Service, “High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project (PIN 5937.51.171)." Letter to Joseph
Grilli, HNTE Corporation, March 30, 2011.

Jacobson, Roy, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Landscape
Conservation Section, Bureau of Habitat, “Wild and Scenic Rivers." Email communication with
Karen Kays, Pinyon Environmental, Inc., April 9, 2011.

Doran, Sandra, U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service, New York Field Office, “High Speed Rail Empire
Corridor Project, PIN $§937.51.171." Letter to Joseph Grilli, HNTB Corporation, April 19, 2011.

Rebecca, David, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, “Empire Corridor High
Speed Rail." Email communication with Karen Kays, Pinyon Environmental, Inc., May 2, 2011.

Kassof, Gary, Bridge Program Manager, First Coast Guard District, “High Speed Rail Project (PIN
5937.51.171)." Letter to Joseph G. Grilli, P.E., HNTB Corporation, July 7, 2011.

Chiarella, Lou, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, “NOAA Fisheries Service
Northeast Regional Office -Habitat Conservation Division - 978-281-9332htm.” Email
communication with Rosalie Wilson, Pinyon Environmental, Inc., October 18, 2011.

Labruzzo, Andy, New York State Department of State, Personal communication with Kevin Horgan,
HNTB Corporation, January 4, 2012.
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Tier 1 Final EIS Appendix | - Agency Correspondence

Conrad, Nicholas, Information Resources Coordinator, New York Natural Heritage Program, “RE:
NYNHP Request,” Email communication with Addie Kim, HNTB Corporation, May 7, 2021.

U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service, “List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your
proposed project location or may be affected by your proposed project (Consultation Code:
O5EINY00-2022-SLI-0765, Event Code: O0S5EINY00-2022-E-02959, Project Name: Empire
Corridor),” December 20, 2021.
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Sarah Walker

From: scott.ingmire@co.madison.ny.us
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 5:59 PM
To: Jeffrey O'Connell

Subject: Re: Empire Corridor EHS

Thanks Jeff, I appreciate it.

Sent from my Venizon Wireless BlackBerry

From: Jeffrey O'Connell <jdoconnell@HNTB.cont>
Date: Tue, 8 Feb 2011 15:16:51 -0600

To: 'Scott Ingmire'<scott ingmire(@co_madison ny us>
Subject: RE: Empire Corndor EIS

Scott,

Thanks for getting back to me. | would be happy to keep you apprised of the project. We are in the early planning
stages so will keep you posted as things develop.

Thanks again!!
Best regards

leff

From: Scott Ingmire [mailto:scott.ingmire@co.madison.ny.us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:02 PM

To: Jeffrey O'Connell
Cc: Planning; Mark Scimone
Subject: RE: Empire Corridor EIS

Hello Jeff,

Though I've heard about the High Speed Rail project a bit in the press, to my knowledge there has been little
discussion of it here in Madison County. I've attached our recently finalized Coordinated Transportation Plan,
which primarily deals with rural public transit. | don’t know that we made any mention of rail (high speed or
otherwise) in the document, so it may not be of much use to you. We lie between Syracuse and Utica and |
suspect we wouldn’t be served by any rail stops here, though citizens could certainly access the service via
terminals in those respective cities. I'd welcome the opportunity to learn more about the project and how we
may be of assistance to you.

Scott

EEZE L2 E L 222 22 2R S 2R P R R 2 R 2 R 2 Rt Rt k2 kBt Rk o L 2k

Scott Ingmire, Director
Madison County Planning Department
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PO Box 606

Wampsville, NY 13163

Phone 315-366-2498

Fax 315-366-2742

Home E-mail = sgingmire@excite.com

EEZE L2 E L 222 22 2R S 2R P R R 2 R 2 R 2 Rt Rt k2 kBt Rk o L 2k

From: Jeffrey O'Connell [mailto:jdoconnell@HNTB.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:19 PM

To: Planning

Subject: Empire Corridor EIS

Scott,

I am working on the Empire Corridor EIS for Amtrak. | wanted to ask if you could provide the status of the County master plan and
or transportation plan so | can determine if the county supports High Speed Rail service anticipated on the EC. Please call me if you
have any questions.

Thanks
Jeff

Jeffrey D. OConnell, AICP

HNTE Corporation

31 St. James Avenue
Boston, MA 02116

(Main) 617-542-6900 x 52241
(Cell) 781-733-5571

jdoconnellimhntb.com

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential
and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed.

If you are NOT the intended recipient or the person responsible for
delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient,

be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use,
dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying this e-mail is strictly
prohibited.
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Sarah Walker

From: John O'Connell

Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:53 PM
To: Jeffrey O'Connell

Subject: FW: Master Plan

Meant for you , | believe ...

From: Joseph F. McQueen [mailto:joe.mcgueen@schenectadycounty.com
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 3:20 PM

To: John O'Connell
Subject: RE: Master Plan

Thank you for visiting the Schenectady County website. Schenectady County does not have an overall “Master
Plan.” There are master plans for specific projects being undertaken, but no written general plan. If you would like
something more specific, please let me know.

Joe McQueen

Director of Public Communications
Schenectady County

(518) 3884772

(518) 388-4591 (fax)

The information in this e-mail meszage and any attachment(s) hereto is intended for the confidential use of the imtended addressee(z) only. The information iz subject to
all applicable rights of privilege and confidentiality including the attorney-client privilege and/or attorney work-product. Recipients should not file copiss of thiz e-mail
with publicly accessible records. [fyou are not an intended addressee or an authorized agent responsible for delivering this e-mail to an intendad designated addressee,
you have received this e-mail in ervor, and any further review, dissemination, dizstribution, copying or forwarding of thiz e-mail and/or attackment{z) iz strictly
prohibited. If vou received thiz e-mail in evror, please notify me ar (518) 385-4772 and permanently delets the e-mail and any attachment{z) immediately. You should
net retain, copy or use this e-mail or any attachment|=) for any purpose, nor disclose all or any part of the comtents hereaf to any other person

From: No Reply

Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:04 PM

To: feedback

Subject: Digimaker e-Form submission: Feedback

Sender Name : Jeff oConnell

Sender Email : joconnell@hntb com

Subject : Master Plan for County

Feedback Type : Question

Message : Can you please sene me a copy of your County Master Plan or the link to it on the Web. My phone 1s
617-542-6900 x52241

Thanks
Jeff

Response Req : No
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User: Guest (Id: 0)

Sent: 2/8/2011 4:04:28 PM
IP: 198.51.22930
Domain: 198.51.229 30
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Sarah Walker

From: PLAN- Lilla, Sharon <SLilla@co.wayne.ny.us>
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:52 AM

To: Jeffrey O'Connell

Subject: RE: Empire Corridor EHS

Dear Jeff,

Preparation of the Wayne County Master Plan was suspended several years ago. However, Wayne County dies have a
Strategic Plan for Economic Development. Just go to www wedcny. org and click on the downloads link on the left hand
side to find the plan.

For over 20 years, Wayne County has been trying to establish an Amirak Station in the Village of Lyons. Nearly $500,000
has been spent in the preparation of plans with the hope that we could construct a station to serve the Finger Lakes
Region. We are situated on the longest stretch of rail in the Empire Corridor without a station (90 miles between
Rochester and Syracuse). Given the amount of work we have done to advance this project, we would like to be
considered as a viable stop along the Empire Corridor.

Sharon

Sharon Lilla

Planning Director

Wayne County Planning

9 Pearl 5t Lyons NY 14489
Phone: 315.946.5919

Fax: 3159467857

SLillai@ co wayne. ny.us

h%lﬁc Green! Print this email only when necessary. Thank you for helping the County of Wayne be environmentally responsible.

COMFIDENTIAL NOTICE

This transmission, including any attachments, is for the zole use of the intended recipient(s) or entity named above and may contain confidential and
privileged information. If you received thiz and are not the intended recipient(s), you are hereby nofified that any dizclosure, copying, unauthorized
distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is prohibited. If you have received this transmission in emor, please
immediately contact the sender as indicated above to amange the proper handling of the information.

From: Jeffrey O'Connell [mailto:jdoconnell @HNTB.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:01 PM
To: PLAN- Lilla, Sharon

Subject: Empire Corridor EIS
Hi Sharon,

| spoke to your assistant today and asked about the status of the Wayne County Master Plan. | am identifying plans that will discuss
High Speed Rail Service along the CSX line. Let me know if you can direct me to a website for this.
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Thanks
Jeff

Jeffrey D. OConnell, AICP

HNTE Corporation

31 St. James Avenue
Boston, MA 02116

(Main) 617-542-6900 x 52241
(Cell) 781-733-5571

jdoconnellimhntb.com

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential
and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed.

If you are NOT the intended recipient or the person responsible for
delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient,

be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use,
dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying this e-mail is strictly
prohibited.
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RECORD OF TELEPHONE CALL

Job # 6107350]
Call From Jane Thapa
Call To Karen Kays
By Karen Kavs
Subject Discussed

Jane returned a phone call from Karen (2/10/2011).
Jane left a voicemail message stating that in order
for us to obtain GIS information from the
NYSDOH, (Karen originally requested well head
protection data), that we should have David Chan
send an email to Jane requesting the data. Jane will
then send a Data Share form that should be signed

by David and returned via email to Jane.

Date 2/11/2011

Df Pinvon Environmental, Inc
of NY$§ Department of Health

(518)402-7751 — Jane Thopa's phone number

Action to be Taken

David Chan to email a data request to Jane Thapa at
JCTO2{@health.state.ny.us.
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Matt Santo

Subject: FW: Request for Breeding Bird Atlas Data

From: John Ozard [mailto: jwozard@aw.dec.state.ny.us
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2011 9:21 AM

To: Karen Kays
Subject: Re: Request for Breeding Bird Atlas Data

Karen,

The Breeding Bird Atlas data may be downloaded from our fip site. This is a Microsoft Access version of the original and
second Breeding Bird Atlas, plus there is an ESRI Arc shape file that can be used in a GIS to plot the locations of the
survey blocks. Please see the Readme.txt file for further information.

fip://ftp.dec.state.ny.us/dfwmr/wildlife/bba/

Sincerely,

John W. Ozard, Leader
Wildlife Diversity Unit
NYSDEC Bureau of Wildlife
625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-4754

518.402.8905
iwozard@gw,dec state.ny.us

=== "Karen Kays" <Kays@pinyon-env.com= 2/10/2011 12:02 PM =>>>
Good Afternoon Mr. Ozard:
| spoke with Katherine Barns and she thought you may be able to help me with the below request.

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State High Speed Rail Empire Corridor
Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara Falls, Mew York. The corridor proceeds north from
MNew York City through Albany and then turns west to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo
before terminating at Niagara Falls, a distance of 463 miles (Figure 1-attached).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being completed to evaluate and

document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail service within the corridor. The projects
identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

In order to complete the Tier 1 EIS, the project team will be reviewing available data. At this time, we respectfully
request any Geographic Information System data regarding breeding birds along or within 3} mile of the 463 mile
corridor (Figure 1-attached). While geographic information systems (GIS) data is preferred, any mappable data your
office could provide would be greatly appreciated.
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In addition, if it would be helpful, we can provide you with Shape files of the Project Centerline as well as the }-mile
buffer Project Area to overlay with your data.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thank you.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
5182226993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env.com

WWW_DINVon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT
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Matt Santo

Subject: FW: Empire Corridor GIS request
Attachments: nynhp_docgis_l1ln.doc; nynhp_EmpireCorridor_11.zip

From: Tara Salerno [mailto:imsalern@gw.dec.state.ny.us]
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Karen Kays

Cc: DBargovic@chacompanies.com; Nick Conrad; AKim@hntb.com
Subject: RE: Empire Corridor GIS request

Hi Karen,

Please find attached a zip file containing three shapefiles. The shapefiles contain locations of rare species and significant
natural communities which are documented within 0.5 mile of the New York Power State Empire Corridor Project. In the
shapefiles, each location is represented as a shape (one or more polygons). Some locations may have more than one
overlapping shape, indicating more than one rare species or community occurs at that location. See the attached
documentation, nynhp_docgis_11n.doc, for more details on interpreting these shapes and for definitions of the data
fields.

The shapefiles are in meters, UTM zone 18, NAD 83.

The shapefile nynhp_EmpireCorridor_species_11 contains records of rare plants and rare animals last documented
since 1980, and for which relatively precise locations are known.

The shapefile nynhp_EmpireCorridor_potential_11 contains records of rare plants and rare animals either last
documented before 1980 (historical records), and/or records for which precise or relatively precise locations are not
known. For historical records, there is no recent information and their current status is unknown. If appropriate habitat
for these plants or animals is present, it is possible they may still be present.

The shapefile nynhp_EmpireCorridor_comms_11 contains records of significant natural communities. Natural
community occurrences in this shapefile are all ranked as being of excellent or good quality, and/or are considered
significant from a statewide perspective. By meeting specific, documented criteria, the NY Natural Heritage Program
considers these occurrences to have high ecological and conservation value.

Please note: In addition to the rare species provided in the shapefiles the following species have been documented
within the given distances from the project site. These species are known to move the indicated distances and so
potentially may be found near the project site at some time.

1. Indiana bats (Myolis sodalis) have been documented within 2 miles of the project site and occur in the following
counties & towns:
Onondaga — Manlius

2. Timber rattlesnakes ( Crotalus horridus) have been documented within 1.5 miles of the project site in the following
counties & towns:
Putnam — Philipstown

For descriptions of each of the ecological community types, please go to http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/29384. html
and click on DRAFT Ecological Communities of New York State. More detailed information about many of the natural

community types in New York, including identification, dominant and characteristic vegetation, distribution,
conservation, and management, is available online in Natural Heritage's Conservation Guides at www.acris.nynhp.org.

More detailed information about many of the rare and listed animals and plants in New York, including biology,
identification, habitat, conservation, and management, are available online in Natural Heritage's Conservation Guides at
www.acris.nynhp.org, from NatureServe Explorer at http://www.natureserve.org/explorer, from NYSDEC at

1
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http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7494.html (for animals), and from USDA's Plants Database at
hitp://plants.usda.gov/index.himl (for plants).

Please confirm that you have received the data and let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Tara

Tara Salemo

Environmental Review Specialist
NY Matural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, 5th Foor
Albany, NY 12233-4757

Office: 518-402-8926

Fax: 518-402-8925

Imsalem@qgw.dec.state.ny.us

=== "Karen Kays" <Kays@pinyon-env.com= 3/7/2011 11:08 AM =>>>

Hi Tara,

Attached is the data share agreement from HNTB and | sent you the one from Pinyon on Friday so, we should be all
set. Please let me know if you require any further information. Thanks again for all of your assistance with this process.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinyon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
518.222.6993 cell

Kays{@pinyon-env.com

WWW. DiNYon-env.com

Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT

From: Tara Salemo
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:09 PM
To: Karen Kays

Cc: DBargovic@chacompanies.com; AKim@hntb.com
Subject: RE: Empire Corridor GIS request

Hi Karen,

I just wanted to let you know I received a signed data sharing agreement from CHA. As soon as I receive one from you
and from HNTB I will send along the Heritage data.

Thanks,

Tara

Tara Salemo
Environmental Review Specialist
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NY Matural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, 5th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-4757
Office: 518-402-8926

Fax: 518-402-8925

Imsalern@gw.dec,state.ny.us

=>>> "Karen Kays" <kays@pinyon-env.com=> 2/11/2011 10:33 AM >>>

Hi Tara,

Attached are the shape files of the corridor centerline and the ¥ mile project area buffer. I'm copying Matt Santo on
this email, he handles our GIS and can answer any questions that you might have. The data sharing agreement is to

follow. Thanks!

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
5182226993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env.com

WWW_pInyon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT

From: Tara Salemo [mailtoitmsalern@gw.dec,state.ny,us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 2:24 PM

To: Karen Kays

Cc: Nick Conrad

Subject: RE: Empire Corridor GIS request

Hi Karen,

As discussed on the phone, as part of receiving data in digital format from the NY Natural Heritage Program, we ask
that you also agree to and sign a data sharing agreement. A draft agreement is attached. If there are any provisions
that raise concems or questions for you, please let me know. If the provisions are acceptable, let me know that by e-
mail, too, and return a signed copy to me in the mail or by e-mail (scanned in signed copy). Upon hearing that the
agreement is acceptable, we will prepare shapefiles of the locations of rare animals, rare plants, and significant natural
communities which are documented in the NY Natural Heritage databases as occurring in the New York State Empire
Corridor.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Tara

Tara Salemo

Environmental Review Specialist
NY Matural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, 5th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-4757

Office: 518-402-8926

Fax: 518-402-8925

Imsalem@gw.dec state.ny,us
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=== "Karen Kays" <kays@pinyon-env.com> 2/8/2011 1:34 PM >>>
Hi Tara,

A few more questions.

1. Does your program handle the Hudson River Superfund Site? It appears from the NYSDEC website that it
does but, I'm not 100% certain. | need to find hazardous waste information for the site..any ideas who to
contact about that?

2. Also, | know you mentioned that you have record of significant natural communities but, to your knowledge,
does the state have records of just plain natural cormmunities? Thanks for your help.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
5182226993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env.com

WWW. DINVon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT

From: Tara Salerno [mailto:tmsalern@gw.dec state nv.us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 11:10 AM

To: Karen Kays
Cc: Nick Conrad
Subject: Empire Corridor GIS request

Hi Karen,

The best thing to do is e-mail me a shapefile of your project area. Also, please give me a call at 518-402-8926 s0 we
can discuss your project. Then I can discuss with my supervisor what is the best way to provide data to you.
Thanks.

Tara

Tara Salemo

Environmental Review Specialist
NY Matural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, 5th Foor
Albany, NY 12233-4757

Office: 518-402-8926

Fax: 518-402-8925

Imsalerm@gw.dec.state.ny.us

==»2> John Schmid 2/8/2011 6:59 AM =>=>

Karen-

I am copying Nick Conrad (Information Resources Coordinator) on this reply. He should be able to assist you with your
non-standard request.

-John

A P P P P P P PSS S P P P P P S R R R

John 1. Schmid, GISP
GIS Specialist

New York Matural Heritage Program
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625 Broadway, 5th Floor
Albany, New York 122334757
518.402.8930

=== "Karen Kays" <Kays@pinyon-env.com=> 2/7/2011 3:05 PM >>=>

Hi lohn,

Pinyon Environmental, Inc. is working as part of the project team for the New York State Empire Corridor, Tier |

EIS. We plan to submit a formal request for GIS information to your agency. However, | see on your website that
certain items such as topo maps, counties and cities in the project boundary, etc. are to be included in the information
request and that we should contact your agency for larger geographic area information requests. Our project area is a
463-mile long corridor. Could you provide me with information on how to proceed with our request? Thank you!

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
5182226993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env.com

WWW_DINVon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT
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Sarah Walker

From: Duncan_Hay@nps.gov

Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 4:51 PM

To: Addie Kim

Cc: MNigel_Shaw@nps.gov

Subject: RE: NYS DOT & FRA compliance (NEPA)

Attachments: Mational Parks and Recreation Areas.doc; Cormidor Map_July 28 2010 (2).pdf

Fort Stanwix National Monument, Rome (FOST), Oneida County, NY, 15.52 acres, is an NP5 unit within 1,000' of the
Rome Amtrak Station.

Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural NHS (THRI), Buffalo, Erie County, 1.03 acres, may be within 1,000' of the Niagara Falls spur
(depending on which of the three active rail routes you use through Buffalo).

Montezuma NWR is more than 1,000' from the NY Central/Conrail/C5X ROW

Women's Rights NHS, Seneca Falls & Waterloo, Seneca County, NY is more than 1,000' away as is Martin Van Buren NHS,
Kinderhook, Columbia County.

As you already know, your line runs through Roosevelt-Vanderbilt NHS at two locations in Hyde Park, Dutchess County.

You'll have to check the distances from your alignment to General Grant NM (Grant's Tomb), Hamilton Grange NM, and
Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace NM, and Saint Paulls NHS in Mount Vernon which are all NPS units administered by
Manhatten Sites. Other units of Manhatten Sites (Castle Clinton and Federal Hall are at the southern tip of the island,
well outside the 1,000

zone.

You should also check with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). the Tuscarora Reservation, Niagara County; Tonawanda
Seneca Reservation, Erie and Orleans Counties; Onondaga reservation, Onondaga County; and Oneida Reservation,
Madison County are all outside the 1,000' zone but within 1-5

miles of the ROW. BIA recently designated trust land for the Seneca

Mation of Indians (Cattaragus) in the cities of Buffalo, Erie County and Niagara Falls, Niagara County and the Cayuga,
Oneida, and Mohawk Nations have active land claims suits that include portions of your corridor.

BlA's Eastern Regional Office is in Chattanooga, TN. | don't know anyone there anymore. My principal contact died last
weekend, so you'll have to make a cold call.

Woe have GIS data for the Erie Canalway NHC boundary and are refining datalayers for the NYS Canal System as part of a
Mational Register District nomination that we expect to complete by September. We got most everything else from the
NYS GIS Clearinghouse.

NY-SHPO has been refining point and area data for NHL and National Register sites and districts. Their data is much
more accurate than that from the NPS NHL and NR databases.

Duncan Hay

Mational Park Service, Northeast Region
Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor
15 State Street
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Boston, MA 02109-3572

TEL: ©17-223-5056
FAX: 617-223-5164

Addie Kim
<AKIm@HNTEB.com>

To
03/25/2011 01:31 "Nigel Shaw@nps.gov"
PM <Nigel _Shaw@nps.gov>

cc

"Deb_DiQuinzio@nps.gov"
<Deb_DiQuinzio@nps.gov>,
"duncan_hay@nps.gov'™
<duncan_hay@nps.gov>,
"lames_Farrell@nps.gov"
<lames_Farrell@nps.gov>, loe Grilli
<IGRILLI@HNTB.com=>, "Molly
McDonald' <sMMcdonald @akrf.com>
Subject
RE: NYS DOT & FRA compliance (NEPA)

Hi Nigel,

Using existing web-based mapping, our study area for parklands and recreation areas is 1,000 feet on either side of the
centerline of existing and proposed tracks (although G15 mapping will extend beyond this area for presentation graphics
purposes, which is why we are seeking GIS for areas beyond this). The National parks, National Natural Landmarks,
Matural Heritage Areas, and Natural Historic Sites that we have identified within

1,000 feet of the project centerline are described below and in the attached write-up (note this list does not include
Mational Historic Landmarks being addressed as part of Cultural Resource Investigations):

0 Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area
0 Erie Canalway National Heritage Area
0 Niagara Falls National Heritage Area, including the community

of Niagara Falls at the western end of the Niagara Branch railroad.
Name-County Acreage within 2,000-foot-wide

study area
Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site-Dutchess
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143
Franklin D Roosevelt Home National Historic Site-Dutchess 82

Federal Land within Hudson Highlands State Park -Putnam
0.4
Moss Island National Natural Landmark-Herkimer
15
Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge-Wayne
357

If we have missed something within the 2,000-foot wide study area centered on the railroad, please advise. We are
interested in GIS mapping for the broader area for mapping/graphics presentation purposes.

Best regards,

Addie

From: Nigel Shaw@nps.gov [Nigel Shaw@nps.gov]

Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 12:52 PM

To: Addie Kim

Cc: Deb_DiQuinzio@nps.gov; 'duncan_hay@nps.gov'; James_Farrell@nps.gov; Joe Grilli; '"Molly McDonald'
Subject: NYS DOT & FRA compliance (NEPA)

Hi Addie,

This could concern quite a few National Parks and affiliated areas and | cannot say which are really within 1/2 mile of
the corridor. Is it safe to assume that this is also equal to 1/2 mile from the railroad tracks? | think it will be best on our
end to have someone in the NPS Planning & Compliance Division determine whether the given park is w/in the area of
interest as defined in your official request so | will forward this along to Terry Moore, Chief of P&C, for his consideration.
Please let me know if you do not hear from someone else regarding this within your timeframe and | will follow up if
necessary.
best wishes,

Nigel

MNational Parks of New York Harbor (Manhattan Sites) Home of FDR / Eleanor Roosevelt NHS / Vanderbilt Mansion
Martin Van Buren NHS Fort Stanwix NHS Women's Rights NHP Susan B. Anthony NHS Thomas Cole NHS Hudson River
Valley NRA Kate Mullany NHS Erie Canalway NHC Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural NHS Niagara Falls NHA

FUTANY PRSP PO AP DUTUARS PARITY PR DR DTSR PO

Nigel Shaw

GIS Coordinator, Northeast Region
Mational Park Service

office (617) 223-5065

cell (617) 797-4569

fax (617) 223-5097

Addie Kim
<AKIm@HNTEB.com>
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To
03/24/2011 01:05 "'Nigel Shaw@nps.gov"™
PM <Nigel_Shaw@nps.gov>,
"Deb_DiQuinzio@nps.gov"
<Deb_DiQuinzio@nps.gov>,
"duncan_hay@nps.gov'™
<duncan_hay@nps.gov>
cc
"lames_Farrell@nps.gov"
<lames_Farrell@nps.gov>, loe Grilli
<IGRILLI@HNTB.com=>, "Molly
McDonald' <sMMcdonald@akrf.com>, loe
Grilli <JGRILLI@HNTB.com>
Subject
RE: Fw: requested info re Hart's
Woods NNL

Greatly appreciate your assistance in this matter. Yes, the Empire Corridor extends 463 miles from New York City north
to Albany, then west to Buffalo and Niagara Falls. Please refer to formal information request below and attached map:

Dear 5ir/Madam:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State High Speed Rail Empire Corridor
Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara Falls, Mew York. The corridor proceeds north from
MNew York City through Albany and then turns west to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo
before terminating at Niagara Falls, a distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969
and the New York S5tate Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA]), is being completed to evaluate and document
potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail service within the corridor. The projects identified in the
Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

In order to complete the Tier 1 EIS, the project team will be reviewing available data. At this time, we respectfully
request any Geographic Information System data regarding national heritage areas, parks, and national historic sites
(and National Historic Landmarks) along or within ¥ mile of the 463 mile corridor (Figure 1). Any information on sites
that have received Land and Water Conservation Funding would be of interest.

While geographic information systems (GIS) data is preferred, any mappable data your office could provide would be
greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
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Best regards,
Addie

Addie Kim

Senior Environmental Planner
HNTE Corporation

31 5t. James Avenue, Suite 300
Boston, MA 02116

Tel (617) 532-2326

Fax (617) 428-6905

-—-0riginal Message-——-

From: Nigel Shaw@nps.gov [mailto:Nigel Shaw@nps.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:50 PM

To: Deb_DiQuinzio@nps.gov

Cc: Addie Kim; James_Farrell@nps.gov

Subject: Re: Fw: requested info re Hart's Woods NNL

Hi Deb,

The Empire Corridor sounds like it is in NY state (and Wikipedia confirms). Duncan Hay manages the mapping for the
Erie Canal National Heritage Corridor, which appears to be roughly coincident with much of the e-w stretch of the
Empire Corridor. Duncan can be reached via email:

Duncan_Hay@nps.gov or by phone at (617) 223-5056.
Nigel

FUTURS PO ARG POPUNY DUTARS PITY PRSI DR DTSR PAn g

Nigel Shaw

GIS Coordinator, Northeast Region
Mational Park Service

office (617) 223-5065

cell (617) 797-4569

fax (617) 223-5097

Deb
DiQuinzio/Boston,/
NP5 To
James Farrell/PHILADELPHIA/NPS@NPS,
03/24/201111:56 Nigel Shaw/Boston/NPS@NPS
AM cC
AKIim@HNTB.com
Subject
Fw: requested info re Hart's Woods
MML

=]
=
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Hi James and Nigel,
Could one of you direct Addie to where she may obtain GIS data for other NPS interests within the Empire Corridor
project area in NY?

Thanks,

Deb DiQuinzio

Mational Natural Landmarks Program
MNPS Northeast Region

(617) 223-5064
http://www.nature.nps.gov/nnl

-—- Forwarded by Deb DiQuinzio/Boston/NP5 on 03/24/2011 11:53 AM —-—

Addie Kim
<AKIm@HNTEB.com>
To
03/10/2011 01:31 "'Deb_DiQuinzio@nps.gov'™
PM <Deb_DiQuinzio@nps.gov>
cc

Joe Grilli <JGRILLI@HNTB.com=,

Kathleen Roy <kroy@HNTB.com>
Subject

RE: requested info re Hart's Woods

NMNL

Thanks Deb!

The other site of particular interest is Moss Island. Other that may be in our vicinity (but difficult to confirm) are Bergen-
Byron Swamp, Zurich Bog, Round Lake, and Montezuma Marshes.

If you could please provide a National Park Service GIS contact that we could obtain other NPS mapping from, it would
be much appreciated.

Thanks very much!
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Addie

Addie Kim
Senior Environmental Planner

HNTE Corporation
31 5t. James Avenue, Suite 300
Boston, MA 02116

Tel (617) 532-2326
Fax (617) 428-6905

-—-0riginal Message-——-

From: Deb DiQuinzio@nps.gov [mailto:Deb_DiQuinzio@nps.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 1:23 PM

To: Addie Kim

Subject: requested info re Hart's Woods NNL

Hello Addie,

Here is the jpg boundary map for Hart's Woods, and also the one-page brief that describes the site's significance. If you
require this type of info for any other specific NNL sites, please let me know. More soon...

(See attached file: Hart's Woods.doc)(See attached file: harts woods.jpg)

Deb DiQuinzio

Mational Natural Landmarks Program
MNPS Northeast Region

(617) 223-5064
http://www.nature.nps.gov/nnl

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed.

If you are NOT the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be
advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying this
e-mail is strictly prohibited.

[attachment "Corridor Map_July 28 2010 (2).pdf" deleted by Nigel Shaw/Boston/NPS] (See attached file: National Parks
and Recreation Areas.doc)(See attached
file: Corridor Map_July 28 2010 (2).pdf)

=]
=
[
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a. Mational Parks and Recreation Areas

There are several types of federally designated parks or recreation areas, including National Heritage
Areas, National Natural Landmarks, National Wildlife Refuges, and National Historic Sites. National
Historic Landmarks and National Register Historic Districts in the project area are addressed under
Section *.

National Heritage Areas: Congress established National Heritage Areas to promote historic
preservation and an appreciation of the history and heritage of the designated site. National Heritage
Areas are not federally owned or managed, but are administered by state or local governments or
non-profit or private corporations, with the National Park Service providing an advisory role. The
Empire Corridor traverses through three National Heritage Areas:

o Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area: The Hudson River Valley National Heritage
Area was designated by Congress in 1996 and extends from New York City north to Albany,
along the Empire Corridor South. The heritage of the region dates back to the Revolutionary
War, with several National Historic Landmarks and historic districts, estates of well-known
historical figures, scenic parks, and gardens.

o Erie Canalway National Heritage Area: The Erie Canalway National Heritage Area includes
the Erie Canal system (Erie, Champlain, Oswego, and Cayuga-Seneca Canals) that extends
through upstate New York, along most of the central and eastern portions of the Empire Corridor
West. The New York State Canal System is the most commercially enduring and historically
significant canal way in the United States. This waterway played a key role in turning New York
City into our country's most important center for commerce, industry, and finance.

o Niagara Falls National Heritage Area: Designated by Congress in 2008, the Niagara Falls
Mational Heritage Area stretches from the western boundary of Wheatfield, New York to the
mouth of the Niagara River on Lake Ontario, including the community of Niagara Falls at the
western end of the Miagara Branch. The region is home to natural wonders, rich cultural
traditions, and nationally significant historical sites.

National Natural Landmark: The National Registry of Natural Landmarks includes nationally
significant geological and biological features. Only one-half of the National Natural Landmarks are
administered solely by public agencies, and nearly one-third are owned entirely by private parties.
Because many natural landmarks are privately owned and/or not managed for public access, owner
permission must be obtained prior to visitation. Designation in no way infers any right of public
access.

The only site within 1,000 feet of the project corridor is Moss [sland, near Milepost 216 and Lock 17
on the Erie Canal in Little Falls, Herkimer County. Moss Island is part of an uplifted fault block of
ancient crystalline rock. It contains the best exposure of glacial age potholes eroded by meltwater
floods in the eastern United States. It was designated in 1976 and is owned by the state.

National Wildlife Refuge: The National Wildlife Refuge System, managed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, is the nation’s system of public lands and waters set aside to conserve fish, wildlife
and plants. Recreational wildlife-dependent uses permitted on some refuges include hunting and
fishing, wildlife observation, photography, environmental education, and interpretation.
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The only national wildlife refuge within 1,000 feet of the project corridor is the Montezuma National
Wildlife Refuge (at Mileposts 323 to 326) in Wayne County. The area known as the Montezuma
Marshes once drew thousands of waterfowl making their annual fall migration. In 1938, the
Montezuma NWR was formed to restore the wetland habitat with impoundments created by
development of the Erie Canal, smaller feeder canals, and agricultural development. Today, the
refuge consists of 10,000 acres, and accommodates recreational uses, including hunting that is
restricted (on designated days only upon reservation to a limited number of individuals and groups).

National Historic Sites: Two National Historic Sites along the banks of the Hudson River in Hyde

Park, Dutchess County are within the 1,000 foot buffer area. These sites are open to the public and
are nationally important recreational tourism destinations:

o Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site: The 50-room Classical-style mansion on 211 acres
(near Milepost 80) was built in 1898. It was constructed by Frederick William Vanderbilt, a
grandson of “Commodore” Cornelius Vanderbilt - the shipping and railroad magnate and richest
man in America during his lifetime. Landscaped grounds feature a formal terraced garden,
expansive lawns, carriage roads, and a three-mile-long riverside hiking trail.

o Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site: This site covering more than 740 acres
(at Mileposts 77-78) was the birthplace, lifelong home, and burial place of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, America’s 32nd President. It was purchased by Roosevelt’s father in 1867, and, by
1915, Franklin and his mother, Sara, had undertaken extensive renovations that included the
addition of two large wings. The grounds that feature flower gardens, outbuildings, and miles of
walking trails. The Rose Garden contains the graves of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.

Table 1 summarizes the publicly owned acreage within National Historic Sites, National Wildlife Refuge,

and federal preserves within 1,000 feet of the project centerline.

Table 1—National Natural Landmark, Historic Sites, Wildlife Refuge, and Preserve within Study

Area
Name Count Acreage within 2,000- Potential
Y foot-wide study area Section 4(f)

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site Dutchess 143 X
;tn:m]m D} Roosevelt Home National Historic Dutchess 82 <
Federal Land within Hudson Highlands State Putnam 04 <
Park
Moss Island National Natural Landmark Herkimer 15
Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge Wayne 557

Source: National Park Service, New York State GIS Clearinghouse
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Joseph G. Grilli MAR 30 200
HNTB Corporation HNTB - Boston

31 St James Avenue, Suite 300
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 MAR 31 201

RE: High Speed Rail Empire Cornidor Project (PIN S937.51.171)

Dear Mr. Gnll,

This is in response to your letter dated March 18, 2011 regarding the proposed New York State
High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project. The project is proposed by the New York State
Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA). The rail corridor proceeds north from New York City through Albany
and then turns west to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo before
terminating at Niagara Falls. Your letter requests information on the presence of federally listed
threatened or endangered species in the vicinity of the proposed project, specifically within
major streams and rivers located within 300 feet of the track centerhine as hsted in Appendix A
of your letter.

A population of endangered shortnose sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum) oceurs in the Hudson
River below the Troy Dam. No shortnose sturgeon are known to occur in any of the waterbodies
listed in Attachment A of your letter. Similarly, the New York Bight Distinct Population
Segment (DPS) of Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus oxyrinchus), which was proposed for
listing as threatened by NMFS in October 2010, occurs in the Hudson River. However, Atlantic
sturgeon are not known to occur in any of the waterbodies listed in Attachment A of your letter.
As no listed or proposed species or critical habitat oceur in the action area, no further
coordination with NMFS on the effects of the proposed action is necessary. Should you have
any questions regarding these comments, please contact Julie Crocker at (978)282-8480.

Sincerely.

4“'\3&«,& "-.Q L_‘L‘_‘J:.\ ——
1 } ! \\I

Mary A, Colligan
Assistant Regional Administrator
for Protected Resources

File Code Sec 7 no species 2011
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Matt Santo

Subject: FW: FW: Wild and Scenic Rivers
Attachments: WS5RR - NY.zip

From: Roy Jacobson [mailto:rajacobs@gw.dec.state.ny.us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 3:27 PM

To: Karen Kays

Subject: Re: PW: Wild and Scenic Rivers

Karen,
I'm sorry for not getting back to you sooner. I have many explanations, but no excuses.

Here is a shape file that has all the WSRR sections (NYS designations and federal designations). NY state regulates a
corridor surrounding the rivers that can be as much as a 1/2 on either side of the river. However, as you will see, there
is nothing even close to the high speed rail corridor you sent me. Call me if you have any questions.

Thanks for your patience and for the friendly reminder.
JR

Roy "JR" Jacobson

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Landscape Conservation Section

Bureau of Habitat

625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-4756

(518) 402-8853

rajacobs@aw.dec.state.ny.us

>>> "Karen Kays" <kays@pinyon-env.com=> 4/19/2011 10:46 AM >>>

Hi IR,

| just wanted to follow-up on the below request. Please let me know if there is any further information that you need
for me or if there is another process that | should be going to in order to request this data. Thank you!

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
5182226993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env.com

WWW_DINVon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT

From: Karen Kays [mailto: kays@pinyon-env.com
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 11:39 AM
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To: 'Roy Jacobson'
Cc: Matt Santo
Subject: RE: Wild and Scenic Rivers

Hi IR,
The Shape files of the project centerline and 300 foot buffer are attached. Matt Santo handles our GIS data, he is
copied on this email, in case you have any questions.

A formal request letter will be mailed to your attention but, in the meantime, the text is included below:

DATA REQUEST and PROJECT INFORMATION:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State High Speed Rail Empire Corridor
Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from
Mew York City through Albany and then turns west to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo
before terminating at Niagara Falls, a distance of 463 miles (Figure 1-attached).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being completed to evaluate and

document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail service within the corridor. The projects
identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

In order to complete the Tier 1 EIS, the project team will be reviewing available data. At this time, we respectfully
request any Geographic Information System data regarding state wild and scenic rivers along or within a 300 feet of
the 463 mile corridor (Figure 1 - attached). While geographic information systems (GIS) data is preferred, any
mappable data your office could provide would be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thank you.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
5182226993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env.com
WWW_pInyon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT

From: Roy Jacobson [mailto:rajacobs@aw.dec.state.ny.us]
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2011 12:10 PM

To: Karen Kays
Subject: RE: Wild and Scenic Rivers

Karen,

OK. Please send the shapefiles with your request. Thanks.
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JR

=== "Karen Kays" <kays@pinyon-env.com> 2/10/2011 11:46 AM ===

Hi IR,

Thank you for the response and information. | am including some further information about the project below. | spoke
with Katherine Barns this morning and she mentioned that you may be able to provide me with information on State
Wild and Scenic Rivers along or within a % mile of the 463 mile corridor (Figure 1 - attached). If necessary, we can
provide you with Shape files of the Project Centerline as well as the }2-mile buffer Study Area to overlay with your

data.

Please note, we will be also be sending you a formal letter request.

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State High Speed Rail Empire Corridor
Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara Falls, New York. The corridor proceeds north from
Mew York City through Albany and then turns west to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo
before terminating at Niagara Falls, a distance of 463 miles (Figure 1-attached).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being completed to evaluate and

document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail service within the corridor. The projects
identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

In order to complete the Tier 1 EIS, the project team will be reviewing available data. At this time, we respectfully
request any Geographic Information System data regarding state wild and scenic rivers along or within ¥ mile of the
463 mile corridor (Figure 1 - attached). While geographic information systems (GI5) data is preferred, any mappable
data your office could provide would be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thank you.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
5182226993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env.com

WWW_pInyon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO. UT

From: Roy Jacobson [mailto:rajacobs@aw.dec.state.ny.us]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 9:23 AM

To: Karen Kays
Cc: Judy Stevens
Subject: Fwd: Hudson River Superfund Site Question

Karen,

I got your phone message yesterday and I'm glad that you talked with Tara about information on rare things. If you
want GIS information on state requlated freshwater wetlands you can find that at:

3
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hittp://cugir.mannlib.comell.edu/

Please contact Judy Stevens, our freshwater wetlands mapping coordinator, if you have questions on the freshwater
wetlands maps (I've copied her on this e-mail). Also, you can find other information at DEC's Environmental Resource
Mapper

hitp:/ | . ERM/vi ht

Good luck.
JR

Roy "JR" Jacobson

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Landscape Conservation Section

Bureau of Habitat

625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-4756

(518) 402-8853

rajacobs@aw.dec.state.ny.us
>>> "Karen Kays" <Kays@pinvon-env.com=> 2/8/2011 3:34 PM >>>

Hi Steve,

Tara Salerno from the Natural Heritage Program gave me your contact information and thought you might be able to
help me. Pinyon is part of the project team assisting NYSDOT and FRA with the High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Tier |
EIS project. Currently, we are assembling data for the 463-mile corridor. Are you the right person to contact regarding
hazardous materials/substance data related to the Hudson River Superfund Site. At this point we are looking for GIS
data so that we can conduct a review of existing conditions within the project buffer area. If you are not the correct
person to contact regarding the process to request data, could you point me in the right direction? Thanks in advance
for your help.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
5182226993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env.com

WWW_pInyon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT
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APR-13-2811 B9:53 LS FISH 2 WILDLIFE F.B1-B1

APR 20 2011

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Mew Yurk Field Ulice
3BT Lubeor Road
Cordand. MY 13045
Phone: (607) T33-9334 Faw: (607) 733-9699
g ffwrwow Fas gav narthe astny fo

Project Number. 90646

'F‘u:_mgﬂljﬁ___._______" e Date:_ Apr 19,2011

Regarding:_High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Project, PIN $937.51.171

Town/County: _from Pennsylvania Station in New York City to Niagara Falls, New York

We have received your request for information regarding occurrences of Federally-lisied threstened and
endangered species within the vicinity ol the above-referenced projeci/property. Due to increasing worklnad and
reduction of stall, we are no lunger uble W reply (o endangered species lisl requests in a timely munoer [n an
cffort to streamline projeet reviews, we are shefting die majonity of species list requests 10 our website at
hupoiwww fiws govinomhessynyfo/es’secton T him. Please go to our website and pring the appropriate ponions of
our county Jist ob endangered, threatened, proposed, and candidate species, and the official list request response.
Step-by-step instructions ure found on our wehsit,

As a peminder, Section ¥ of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (B7 Stat BR4, as amended; 16 U.S.C 1531 er seq )
prohibits wnavthorized uking* of listed species and applies 1o Federal and non-Federal activities  Additionally,
endangered speeies und their habitas are protected by Section 7(a)(2) of the LSA, which requires Federal
agengics, in consultauon with the LS. Fish and Wildlife Service (Servize) o ensure that any acuion it authanzes,
funds, or camies oui is oot hikely 1o jeapirdize the continued existence of listed species or result in the destruction
or adverse modifcation of critical habltat. An assessment of the potential direct, indirect, and eumulative impacis
is required for all Federal actions that may affect listed species. For projects not authorized, Funded, or carried on
by a Federal agency, consuliation willt the Scrvice pursuant 1o Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA is no reguired.
However, ne person is authorized fo “tuke”™ any hered species withow appropriste authorizations from the
Service. Therelore, we provide weehineal assistance (o individuals 2nd agencies to assist with project planning 1w
avoid (e potenpl ur “tahe,” or when appropriate, w provide assistance with their application fur un incidental
take permil pursuant to Scetion a1 B) of the ESA.

Project constrection ur Emp!unu:ntntim_l should not comnence until all requircments of the ESA have been
fulfilled. If you have any questions or require further assistance regarding threatened or eodangercd speeics.
please contact the Endangercd Species Program at (607) 753-9334. Please refer (o the above. docyment contral

number in any fylwe correspandence,
Endangered Species Binlngist: _Sandra Doran M‘ ‘ﬁ:ﬂm .

*Under tie Actamd acgulatins, o s illogal Gir any person suhpect b Whe Jurisaiciion ab it Llniial S1ales jo wke (inclndes humss, harm
pursue, beay shaot, wokrd. kil igup, capire, or galloet: O Lo BReTEp any ol Thest). unport of caparl ship in imlemeaie or larcggm
coumnrente i (e cowrse Of commercind mevivity, or 2t or afler Far aale in inicrstaie ur foreign voanimesce sy eadangared fizsh ar wiklifs
“pocrat wed mosd theeatencd lith and wildlife species It is olsa dlegal i posscis, sl deliver, carry. wansport. on ship oy sich wilillife thut
hiee bogat aken illegally Thars” ingludes any act wihich setnally kils or injures fish vz wildide, snd Cisc law bas elun (el Uit such “rin
My e buele shgnilisant Rt modilication of dooradutun thin ~ignificarm i inpairs exseipiod hehavioral patlems of b or wildie

HNTB - Boston
APR 20 2011

TOTRL F.@1
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Matt Santo

Subject: FW: FW: Empire Cornidor High Speed Rail

Attachments: Corridorl8.pdf; Corridorl.pdf; Corridor2.pdf; Corridor3.pdf; Corridord.pdf; Corridor5.pdf;
Corridort.pdf; Corridor7.pdf; Corridor8.pdf; Corridor9.pdf; Corridorl0.pdf;
Corridorll.pdf; Corridorl2.pdf; Corridorl3.pdf; Corridorl4.pdf; Corridorl5.pdf;
Corridorl6.pdf; Corridorl7.pdf; CorridorMeat3.pdf

From: David Rebecca [mailto:dxrebecc@aw.dec.state.ny.us
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2011 2:10 PM

To: Karen Kays
Cc: Robert Ewing
Subject: Re: FW: Empire Corridor High Speed Rail

Hi Karen,

My apologies for missing your phone call. I created GIS maps using the CEA data we have internally which is also public.
Each CEA is also located on our website as well at:

hitp: .dec.ny.qov, its/6184.himl

The first map (All in PDF Format) is a neat map of the whole state with a legend, than I reduced the scale and made
several maps for each area so that you can visually see the details. I hope this will work for your needs. Best regards
and thanks for providing the shape file,

David.

=== "Karen Kays" <Kays@pinyon-env.com=> 4/28/2011 3:55 PM ===

Hi David,

Below is the original request for information that | has sent to Bob. As you will see the attached documents are a
general map of the corridor and shape files of the project centerline and half mile buffer. | left you a voice message
but, | thought this might be a helpful first step in understanding our data needs. Please feel free to contact me at any
time to discuss. Thank you.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
518.583.8012 tel

From: Karen Kays

Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 11:46 AM
To: 'RLEWing@gw.edc.state.ny.us'
Subject: Empire Corridor High Speed Rail

Good Morning Mr. Ewing:

Thank you for returning my phone call yesterday. Below is a description of the project and a request for data. Please
note, this email will be followed by a formal mailed request. I've also attached shape files of the project centerline and
¥% mile buffer.
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PROJECT INFORMATION AND DATA REQUEST:

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA), is beginning the environmental review process for the proposed New York State High Speed Rail Empire Corridor
Project between Pennsylvania Station in New York City and Niagara Falls, Mew York. The corridor proceeds north from
MNew York City through Albany and then turns west to Schenectady, passing through Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo
before terminating at Niagara Falls, a distance of 463 miles (Figure 1).

A Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969 and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), is being completed to evaluate and

document potential improvements and projects to intercity passenger rail service within the corridor. The projects
identified in the Tier 1 EIS will be subject to detailed environmental review in Tier 2 project-level NEPA documents.

In order to complete the Tier 1 EIS, the project team will be reviewing available data. At this time, we respectfully
request any Geographic Information System data regarding SEQR Critical Environmental Areas along or within a ¥
mile of the 463 mile corridor (Figure 1). While geographic information systems (GIS) data is preferred, any mappable
data your office could provide would be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thank you.

Karen Carling Kays
Environmental Scientist

Pinvon Environmental, Inc.
376 Broadway, Suite 210
Saratoga Springs. NY 12866
518.583.8012 tel
518.691.8693 fax
5182226993 cell

Kavs@pinvon-env.com

WWW_pInyon-env.com
Certified DBE in NY, CO, UT
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U.5. Department of Cmrggnde% gne Sml.;m Elé‘aﬁi
i First Coast Guard District attery Par itding
Homeland Security Flew York. NY 10004-1466

. Staff Symbok: dpb
United States phnnf;'rfgw: BES-T165

Coast Guard Fax: (212} GEB-TIET

16591/NY

RECEIVED  juy7,201

| ' JUL 13 201
Mr. J G. Grilli, P.E. X
Enrvirgn?ﬁgc.'ntal h;;l:ﬂger HNTB BOSTON

HNTB Corporation
31 St. James Avenue, Suite 300
Boston, MA 02116

RE: High Specd Rail Project (PIN §937.51.171)

Dear Mr. Grilli:

This responds to your letter of March 18, 2011 concerning the environmental review process for
the subject project. | apologize for the delay of my response as it took some time to search our
tiles for the copics of all existing bridge permits you requested,

The U, 8. Coast Guard (USCG), as a regulatory agency, is responsible for issuance of bridge
permits pursuant to The General Bridge Act of 1946 (33 U.S.C 525-533) and promulgation of
drawbridge regulations (33 U.S.C. 499). For the referenced project, the USCG has federal
jurisdiction over all structures crossing navigable waters of the United States. Not all of the
bridges in the project area will require a USCG Bridge Permit; however, the USCG will need to
review each bridge action on a case-by-case basis. Some of the waterways crossed by the project
may fall under various other categories of jurisdiction. In all cases however, we must address the
reasonable needs of navigation and coordinate with appropriate waterway users, facilities and
bridge owners in addition to Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and their consultants, as
applicable.  The Coast Guard’s Bridge Permit Application Guide can be found at
htfp:fweww . usce.mil/hg/ceS/coSST/BPAG 2008 ndf

Following a review of our files for the project area, we have identified five bridges for which
permits were issued. They are as follows:

1. Spuyten Duyvil RR Bridge over the Harlem River
2. Metro-North RR Bridge over the Croton River

3. Metro-North RR Bridge over Peekskill Creek

4, Livingston Avenue RR Bridge

5. New Hamburg RR Bridge over Wappinger Creek

Our office has the first four listed bridge permits on file, which are provided as enclosures (1)

through (4), respectively. Unfortunately, we do not have a copy of the permit issued by the
Secretary of War in 1929 for the bridge crossing Wappinger Creek.

Page |-215



16591
July 7. 2011

The USCG will coordinate with all other resource and permitting agencics (federal, state &
local) in conjunction with our bridge permitting process. We will also coordinate with USCG
Sector New York Waterways Management Division on all bridge construction and modification
issues. Please note that dredging and placement of fill with exception of that pertaining to a
bridge structure itself, is not within the purview of the USCG, but rather with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

As you are aware other federal agencies have oversight responsibilities for other environmental
areas to ensurc that impacts on the human environment are addressed and mitigated as necessary.
It is recommended that the environmental process for this project include (if not already
included) coordination with federal, state and local agencies with jurisdiction or expertise over
all aspects of the project.

If you have questions in the interim, please contact Chris Bisignano, project manager, at (212)
668-7994,

First Coast Guard District
By direction of the District Commander

Enclosure: (1) Spuyten Duyvil RR Bridge Permit Amendment, Harlem River
(2) Metro-North RR Bridge Permit, Croton River
(3) Metro-North RR Bridge Permits, Peekskill Creek
(4) Livingston Avenuc RR Bridge Permit, Hudson River

Cc: ACOE, New York District
David Chan, Project Manager, NYSDOT
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WHEREAS, Under date of August 28, 1894, the Acting Secretary
of War approved plans for rebuilding the bridge of the New York
Central and Hudson River Railroad across Spuyten Duyvil Creek,
at its mouth, in the State of New York;

AND WHEREAS, Under date of Hovember 22, 1897, the Secretary
of War approved the plans of a temporery plle trestle bridge at
said la:af,u'x to be used while said permanent bridge was being con-
structed, subject to' the following condition, inter slis:

',ii,‘..-..!'h.nt the new permanent bridge, the plsns of which were

roved by“the!Acting Secretary of War as aforesaid, shall
bé completed and put in service by January 1, 1900; and that
within ninety days after the completion of said new perma-
nent' bridge; said company shall completely remove seid tem-
-porary bridge as well as all portions of the present struct-
‘ure not embodied in the said new permenent bridge, all at its
own_ éxpense” ;

-‘ m?IHEREAS, The New York Central & Hudson River Rail Road
ﬂmﬂwm now 'g'ppliad to the Secretary of War for an extension
of" ti_;;n.a fé:}- the ;_Iompleu removal of sald temporary pile trestle
hridg;; J :

NOW THEREFORE, This is to certify that, in accordance with
the recommendation of the Chief of Engineers, the Secretary of
War hereby extends the time for the complete removel of said
temporery pile trestle bridge to a period not later than May 1,
1903,

WITNESS my hand this 24th day of May, 1501.

Elihu Root,

Secretary of War.

Copy of 23428/26.

ENCLOSURE( 1 ) Page 1217



BRIDGE PERMIT MR 17 185

(6-95-1)

WHEREAS by Title V of an act of Congress approved August 2, 1946,
entitled "General Bridge Act of 1946, as amended (33 U.S5.C. 525-333), the
consent of Congress was granted for the construction, maintenance and
operation of bridges and approaches theretoc over the navigable waters of the

United States;

AND WHEREAS the Secretary of Transportation has delegated the authority
of Section 502(b) of that act to the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard by Section
1.46(c) of Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations;

AND WHEREAS before construction 1s commenced, the Commandant must
approve the location and plans of any such bridge and may impose any specific
conditions relating to the construction, maintenance and operation of the
structure deemed necessary in the interest of public navigation, such
conditions to have the force of law; I

AND WHEREAS the Commandant of the Coast Guard has further delegated to
the District Commanders by Section 1.01-60(b) of Title 33 Code of Federal
Regulations authority to issue permits for the construction, recomstruction,
or alteration of bridges across navigable waters of the United States;

AND WHEREAS the - ME : ] Y - has submitted
for approval plans for mﬂdlfltﬂtlﬂn of a hrldge cnnatructed across the Croton
River between Ossining and Croton-on-Hudson, New York;

NOW THEREFORE, This is to certify that the location and plans revised
June 1994 are hereby approved by the Commander, First Coast Guard District,
subject to the following conditicms:

1. ©No deviation from the approved plans may be made either before or
after completion of the structure unless the modification of said plans has
previously heen submitted to and received the approval of the District

Commander.

.

2. The construction of falsework, cofferdams or other obstructions, if
required, shall be in accordance with plans submitted to and approved by the
District Commander prior to modification of the bridge. All work shall be so
conducted that the free navigation of the waterway is not unreasonably
interfered with and the present navigable depths are not impaired. Timely
notice of any and all events that may affect navigation shall be given to the
District Commander during modification of the bridge.  Methods shall be
employed to ensure that there will be no increases of sedimentation and
turbidity in the waterway during construction. The channel or channels
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AR 17 188

Continuation Sheset BRIDGE PERMIT

Metro-Nerth Railroad Bridge across the Crotom River
between Ossining and Croton-on-Hudson, New York (6-95-1)

through the structure shall be promptly cleared of all obstructions pleced
therein or caused by the modification of the bridge to the satisfaction of
the District Commander, when in the judgment of the District Commander the
modification work has reached a point where such action should be taken, but
in no case later than 90 days after the bridge has been opened to traffic.

3. Issuance of this permit does not relieve the permittee of the
obligation or responsibility for compiiance with the provisions of any other
law or regulation as may be under the jurisdiction of the U. §. Department of
Commerce, National Marine Fisheries Service; State of New York: Department of
State; Department of Environmental Conservation, or any other federal, state
or local authority having cognizance of any aspect of the location,
modification or maintenance of said bridge.

4. All parts of the existing to be modified Metro-North Railroad Bridge
across the Croton River, mile 0.0, not utilized in the new modified bridge
shall be removed in their entirety and the waterway cleared to the
satisfaction of the District Commander. A period of 90 days subsequent to the
completion of the modified Metro-North Railroad Bridge will be allowed for
such removal and clearance,

3. A bridge fendering system shall be installed and maintained in good
condition by and at the expense of the owner of the bridge when so required by
the District Commander. Said installation shall be for the safety of
navigation and be in accordance with plans submitted to and approved by the
District Commander prior to its construction.

6. When the existing to be modified bridge is no longer used for
transportation purpeses, it sghall be removed in its entirety or to an
elevation deemed appropriate by the District Commander and the waterway
cleared to the satisfaction of the District Commander. Such removal and
clearance shall be completed by and at the expense of the owner of the bridge
upon due notice from the District Commander.

7. The approval hereby granted shall cease and be null and void unless
modification of the bridge is commenced within three years and completed
within five years after the date of this permit.

%M?ﬂ%
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US Department

of Transporiation
United States
Cogost Guard
BRIDGE PERMIT - ppro 11998
AMENDMENT
(12-94a3-1)

WHEREAS by a permit issued on 4 October 1994, the Commander,
First Coast Guard District approved the location and plans of a
railroad bridge to be constructed by Metro-North Commuter
Railroad Company across Peekskill Creek at Peekskill, New York,
under authority of the General Bridge Act of 1946, as amended;

AND WHEREAS condition 1 of that permit provides that no
deviation frum the approved plans may be made either before or
after completion of the structure unless the modification of said
plans has previously been submitted to and received the approval
of the Commander, First Copast Guard District, and condition 6
required that the temporary, detour bridge be removed no later
than 90 days subsequent to the opening to traffic of the new
permanent bridge and the - METRO-NORTH COMMUTER RAILROAD COMPANY-
now has submitted for approval revised plans indicating
modification to the previocusly approved plans and requests - that
the time for removal of the temporary bridge be extended;

~“NOW THEREFORE, This is to certify that plan_ sheet 5 (of 6)
last revised 21 April 1997 hereby approved supersedes plan .sheet
5 (of 6) revised February 1994 and supplements plan sheet 1 (of
6) dated October 1993, sheets 2 -and 6 revised January 1994- and
sheets 3 and 4 revised February 1994 previously. approved. .. In
granting this approval, all conditions to which-. the original
permit was subject remain in force with condition 6 modified as
follows: _ L - : . - -l

6. The temporary, detour  bridge,  or. _incomplete.- parts
thereof, shall be removed in their entirety except for /piles
which * shall be removed to-a minimum of five feet beélow the
natural bottom and the waterway cleared to the satisfaction of
the District Commander. A period of 180 -days subsequent to the
cpening to traffic of the new permanent bridge will be allowed
for such removal and clearance. APR i-i% i,

A R_M _VARRABEE
Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast G_uar_d
Commander, First Coast Guard District
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BRIDGE PERMIT 0CT 4 1994

{12-94-1)

WHEREAS by Title V of an act of Congress approved August 2,
1946, entitled "General Bridge Act of 1946," as amended (33
U.S.C. 525-533), the consent of Congress was granted for the
construction, maintenance and operation of bridges and approaches
thereto over the navigable waters of the United States;

AND WHEREAS the Secretary of Transportation has delegated
the authority of Section 502(b) of that.act to the Commandant,
U.S. Coast Guard by Section 1.46(c) of Title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations; -

AND WHEREAS before construction is commenced, the Commandant
must approve the location and plans of any such bridge and may
impose any specific conditions relating to the construction,
maintenance and operation of the structure deemed necessary in
the interest of public -navigation, such conditions to “have the
force of law; :

AND WHEREAS the Commandant of the Coast Guard has Eurther
delegated to the District Commanders by Section 1.01-60(b) of
Title 33 Code of Federal Regulations authority to issue permits
for the construction, reconstruction, er alteration of bridges
across navigable waters of the United States; w0

[

MET! ROA PANY ;I'---f’-.'has
submitted for approval the location and plans of a bridge sto be
constructed across Peekskill Creek at Peekskill, New York; . .

NOW THEREFORE, This is to certify that the location and plan
sheet 1 (of 6) dated October 1993, sheets 2 and € r=vised January
1994, and sheets 3, 4, and 5 revised ¥February 1994 are hereby
approved by the Commander, First Coast Guard District, subject to
the following conditions:

1. No deviation from the approved plans may be made either
before or after completion of the structure unless the
modification of said plans has previously been submitted to and
received the approval of the District Commander.
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Continuation Sheet BRIDGE PERMIT

Bridge across Peekskill Creek at ocT 4 o
Peekskill, New York (12-94-1)

2. The construction of falsework, cofferdams or other
obstructions, if required, shall be in accordance with plans
submitted to and approved by the District Commander prior to
construction of the bridge. 2ll work shall be so conducted that
the free navigation of the waterway is not unreasonably
interfered with and the present navigable depths are not
impaired. Timely notice of any and all events that may affect
navigation shall be given to the District Commander during
construction of the bridge project. The channel or channels
through the structure shall be promptly cleared of all
obstructions placed therein or caused by the construction of the
bridge to the satisfaction of the District Commander, when in the
judgment of the District Commander the construction work has
reached a point where such action should be taken, but in no case
later than 90 days after the new permanent bridge has been opened
to traffic.

3. 1Issuance of this permit does not relieve the permittee
of the obligation or responsibility for compliance with the
provisions of any other law or regulation as may be under the
jurisdiction of the State of New York, Department of
Environmental Conservation, or any other federal, state or local
authority having cognizance of any aspect of the location,
construction or maintenance of said bridge.

4. All parts of the existing to be replaced Metro-North
Railroad Bridge across Peekskill Creek, mile 0.0, not utilized in
the new permanent bridge, shall be removed to a minimum of five
feet below the natural bottom, and the fender system shall be
removed to a minimum of two feet below the bottom. The waterway
shall be cleared to the satisfaction of the District Commander.
A period of 90 days subsequent to the opening to traffic of the
new permanent bridge, mile 0.0, will be allowed for such removal
and clearance.

5. The temporary, detour bridge shall be constructed in
accordance with plan sheet 5 of 6 revised February 1994.

6. The temporary, detour bridge, or incomplete parts
thereof, shall be removed in their entirety and the waterway
cleared to the satisfaction of the District Commander. A period
of 90 days subseguent to the opening to traffic of the new
permanent bridge will be allowed for such removal and Clearance.
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Continuation Sheet BRIDGE PERMIT

Bridge across Peekskill Creek at 0t A L
Peekskill, New York (12-94-1)

7 A bridge fendering system shall be installed and
maintained in good condition by and at the expense of the owner
of the bridge when so required by the District Commander. Said
installation shall be for the safety of navigation and be in
accordance with plans submitted to and approved by the District
Commander prior to its construction.

8. When +the proposed bridge is no longer used for
transportation purposes, it shall be removed in its entirety or
to an elevation deemed appropriate by the District Commander and
the waterway cleared to the gsatisfaction of the District
Commander. Such removal and clearance shall be completed by and
at the expense of the owner of the bridge upon due notice from
the District Commander.

9. The approval hereby granted shall cease and be null and
void unless construction of the bridge is commenced within three
years and completed within five years after the date of this
permit.

L]

J. L. LINNCON
Baar Admiral, U. 5. Cowr e
Cemmander, First Coast Guarn L .
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ers sl nARIET, ALY,
e APPROVAL OF LOCATION AND PLANS OF BRIDGE. L

-14;| #Jéj (Authorized by Congress. )

\! } Whereas, By an act of Congress, approved.  Maveh 2, 1923,

i muﬂgd “4n io% Grenting the comsent of Congress to the udsom River Brildge
)’“ Company at Albany to maintaln two bridges slready ocoustruoted asross ihe
ijudson “iver," BT

the HUUSTH AIVER BRIDOX COUrANY

was authorized (o comstruet-pbridsegeorcss maivtale and cerate ©o bridges ﬁ
alroady construoted sorcss the ‘ndson “lver at ilbany, In the Coumty of Albany, N
N

in the State of Yew York, the brlm-jw X

__'______—-———'_'_'_'_ A
it accordance with the provisions of the aet of Congress entitled “dn aet to Tr
regulate the construection of bridges over navigable waters,” approved March EJ
1906, whereby it is provided that such bridge shall not be built or commencmj rm
until the plans and specifications jor its consiruction, together with such draw- & Gy
ings and map of location thereof as may be required for a full understanding v
of the subjeetl, have been submitied to and approved by the Chief of Engineers
and by the Secretary of H“#r;

Hnd wihereas, The said—

&5

g{/ﬂ P A =

'.f-'-"'?'? _//_-/ -..f v

& submitted f&“ ﬁlﬁsﬁﬂn- and approvel dufa:fr..ﬁ, specifications, drawings, A‘

SR ”%ou Wn t‘z‘ g"."‘f built aeroas satd river at

said place, which comply with the requiremenis of said act of Mareh 23, 1506;

ot therefore, T7is is to certify that the proposed location and said speci-
Jications and the plans which are hereto aitached are lereby approved by the
Chief of Enginecrs and by the Secretary of War, pursuant to the above-mentioned
acts of Congdress, subjeet to the jollowing conditions:

1. That the [Hstrict Engineer of the Engineer Department al Large in charge
of the district within which the bridse is to beBuilt may supervise itsf8onstrue-
tion in order that said plans shall be complied with.

2. That all work shall be so conducted that the free navigation of the water= ¢
way shall not be unreasonablyinterfered with; that the present navigable depths
shall not be impaired; and that the channel or channels through the structure
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=
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shall be promptly eleared of all falzework, piling, or other obstruclions placed
therein or caused by the construction of the bridge, to the satisfaction of the
zaid districi endineer, when in hig judgment the eonstruetion work has reached

a point where such action shouwid be taken, : e ¥ R

P W W A
?ﬂ"ﬂ R
__/'f T e
S LEVETY (d 67 100
itness my hand this b4 day of ——ame - 198+
H" mlw-
seimater Gerstyly S SSamiRSIs
Witness my hand this G A day of ——_ e~ , 198
Form Xo. 3o wight . Davie,
Wi the issistant Secretary of War.
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Matt Santo

Subject: FW: Emailing: NOAA Fisheries Service Mortheast Regional Office - Habitat Conservation
Division - 978-281-9332.htm
Attachments: NOAA Fisheries Service Mortheast Regional Office - Habitat Conservation Division -

978-281-9332.htm; ATTO0001.htm; Lou_Chiarella.vcf; ATTO0002.htm

From: Lou Chiarella <Lou Chiarella@noaa gov>
Date: October 18, 2011 2:11:37 PM EDT

To: Rosalie Wilson <wilson@pinyon-env.com™
Subject: Emailing: NOAA Fisheries Service Northeast Regional Office - Habitat Conservation Division -
078-281-9332.htm

Rosie,

Here is our regional web site. Take a look at the links for Guide to
EFH Designations, Guide to EFH Descriptions and Guide to EFH
Consultations.

Lou
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RECORD OF TELEPHONE CALL

Job # 50377- NYS HSR Empire Corridor
Call From  Andy Labruzzo (518) 473-2460
Call Te Kevin Horgan

By Kevin Horgan

Subject Dizcussed
Andy returned my call inquiring about the limits of

the designated inland coastal waterways. [ asked if
there are any specific limits of the designation or if
the entire river listed is considered a designated
waterway and if the designation includes tributaries
and outlets.

Response:

In general, the entire waterway is considered part of
the “designated waterway” and it does not include
tributaries. However, the designation factor has no
regulatory effect. Regulatory boundaries are
determined at the local level through the local
community’s participation in a Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program (LWRP). If a single
waterway enters through multiple communities,
only those waterway sections in communities with a
LWRP are regulated. The exception would be if
there is a community that is participating in a
LWRP that includes watershed planning that may
extend to adjacent communities without a LWRP.
Andy mentioned that there is a plan to complete a
watershed plan for all of the Mohawk River.

Andy suggested that we refer to the local LWRP’s to

determine regulatory requirements for the
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Date January 4, 2012
Of NYSDOS Division of Coastal Resources
Of HNTB

Action to be Taken
NONE



waterways but he also noted that if we had a specific
area or waterway within our project area, he could
provide us with additional information for that

specific area or waterway.
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Addie Kim

From: dec.sm.MaturalHeritage <MNaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov>

Sent: Friday, May 7, 2021 5:25 PM

To: Addie Kim

Ce: Joe Grilli; Marissa Seifert; Jakubiak, Mark (DOT); Kenneth Wasserman; Robert Conway
Subject: RE: NYNHP Request

Attachments: read_me_NYNHP_HTNE_2021.pdf; NYNHP_HNTE_2021.zip

Addie,

Thank you for the signed agreement, and for your patience. Please find attached a zipfile with four shapefiles of Natural
Heritage data from within the half-mile buffers of the Empire Corridor, as depicted in the shapefiles you provided.

Mew York Matural Heritage provides these GIS data to HTNB under the auspices of the just-signed data agreement. We
ask that any HTNB staff or contractors accessing or using the GIS data read the agreement and be familiar with its
provisions, especially the provision that the data is for the internal use of HTNB and should not be distributed externally,
nor should any maps or documents revealing the precise locations of rare species be made available to the public or
other parties.

Also, please delete any older versions of Natural Heritage data from your systems.

The information below is also in the attached read _me document, which also includes an explanation of the attributes.
Let me know if you have any guestions, and please confirm that you have received the data.

Mick

Nicholas Conrad

Information Resources Coordinator

New York Natural Heritage Program

SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry

In partnership with NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway

Albany, NY 122334757

(518) 402-8944

Nick.Conrad@dec.ny.gov

Overview of NY Natural Heritage data for HTNB for the Empire Corridor, 2021

Three of the shapefiles contain the locations of rare plants and animals and of significant natural communities which are
documented in the New York Natural Heritage database within the half-mile buffers around the proposed Empire
Corridor route and alternate routes as delineated in the shapefiles provided in 2021. In the shapefiles, each location of a
species or community is represented as one or more polygons.

The shapefile NYNHP_HTNB_species 2021 contains records of rare plants and rare animals last documented since 1980,
for which relatively precise locations are known, and whose species identification has been confirmed.

The shapefile NYNHP_HTNB_potential 2021 contains records of rare species last documented before 1980 (historical
records), or for which relatively precise locations are not known, or for which the most recent information indicates that
the occurrence may no longer be present, or for which the species identification has not been confirmed. For historical
records, there is no recent information and their current status is unknown. If suitable habitat for these species is still
present, it is possible the species may still be present, too. Records with uncertain locations, including many historical

1
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records, are mapped with large polygons showing the potential area within which the plant or animal was collected or
observed.

The shapefile NYNHP_HTNB_comms_2021 contains records of significant natural communities. Natural community
occurrences in this shapefile are considered significant from a statewide perspective, by virtue of being of excellent or
good quality, and/or of a rare community type. NY Natural Heritage considers these occurrences to have high ecological
and conservation value,

The above three shapefiles contain documented locations of rare species and significant ecological communities. The
lack of any records at a particular location does not necessarily mean that no rare species or significant community is
present there.

The fifth shapefile, NYNHP_NG_vicinity 2021, contains those sections of the half-mile buffers around the Empire
Corridor routes that are within one mile of bald eagle nests, within .81 mile of Blanding's turtle locations, within 1.5
miles of timber rattlesnake locations, within 2.5 miles of Indiana bat locations, within 1.5 miles of non-wintering
Morthern long-eared bat locations, or within 5 miles of Northern long-eared bat hibernacula locations. (The species and
distance are listed in the attribute table.) While the documented locations of these species are often not within the half-
mile buffer, these species regularly travel these respective distances and may potentially occur in the portions of the
half-mile buffers shown in this shapefile; these portions are within NYSDEC's area of concern for these species. Within
any of these portions where there is suitable habitat for a species, the potential impacts of any activities on the species
may need to be considered.

More information about many of the rare and listed animals and plants in New York, including biology, identification,
habitat, conservation, and management, are available online in Natural Heritage's Conservation Guides at
www.guides.nynhp.org.

Information about many of the natural community types in New York, including identification, dominant and
characteristic vegetation, distribution, conservation, and management, is available online in Natural Heritage's
Conservation Guides at www.guides.nynhp.org. More technical descriptions are in Ecological Communities of New York
State at http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/97703.html.

From: Addie Kim <AKim@HNTB.com=>

Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2021 5:03 PM

To: dec.sm.NaturalHeritage <NaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov>

Cc: Joe Grilli <JGRILLI@HNTB.com>; Marissa Seifert <mseifert@HNTB.com>; lakubiak, Mark (DOT)
<Mark.Jakubiak@dot.ny.gov>; Kenneth Wasserman <kwasserman@HNTB.com>; Robert Conway
<rfconway@HNTB.com>

Subject: RE: NYNHP Request

Thank you Nick!
Please find attached the signed agreement. Appreciate your prompt response on this!
Sincerely,

Addie

Addie Kim
Senior Environmental Planner
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HNTEB Corporation
315t James Avenue, Suite 300
Boston, MA Q2116

Tel (617) 532-2326
Fax (617) 428-6905

From: dec.sm.NaturalHeritage <NaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov>

Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 12:29 PM

To: Addie Kim <AKim@HNTB.com>

Cc: Joe Grilli <JGRILLI@HNTB.com>; Marissa Seifert <mseifert@HNTB.com>
Subject: RE: NYNHP Request

Hello, Addie,
| meant to send this you last week — sorry for the delay. I'll be preparing a new GIS dataset for you, and it's been a while
since | last provided data to you, so it's best to execute a new data agreement.

Attached is the draft agreement (using the new template as directed by DEC’s legal office). As before, the most
important provisions are that the data will be for HNTB’s internal use only and the data are not to be passed on to any
other party (without prior approval); and that no maps or documents revealing the precise locations of rare species will
be published or made available to the public or to other parties.

If you have concerns or questions about any of the provisions, let me know. If the provisions are acceptable to you,
please sign and return the agreement, upon which | can send you the updated data for the Empire Corridor.

Nick

Nicholas Conrad

Information Resources Coordinator

New York Natural Heritage Program

SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry

In partnership with NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway

Albany, NY 122334757

(518) 402-8944

Nick.Conrad@dec.ny.gov

From: Addie Kim <AKim@HNTB.com>

Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 4:25 PM

To: dec.sm.NaturalHeritage <MaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov>

Cc: Jakubiak, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Jakubiak@dot.ny.gov>; Kenneth Wasserman <kwasserman@HNTE.com>; Joe Grilli
<JGRILLI@HNTB.com>; Robert Conway <rfconway@HMNTB.com>; Marissa Seifert <mseifert@HNTB.com>

Subject: Re: NYNHP Request

Hi Nick,

Yes, to be consistent, we'd like to request the updated data for all the alignments in order to update the
assessment performed in the Tier 1 Draft EIS (so it is an apples to apples comparison).
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Also | had a question regarding the proposed rare species listings in 2019, | assume that the data does not
incorporate recently proposed changes in listing status (that were suspended during the pandemic)?

Thank you!

Addie

From: dec.sm.NaturalHeritage <NaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 4:11:53 PM

To: Addie Kim

Cc: Jakubiak, Mark (DOT); Kenneth Wasserman; Joe Grilli; Robert Conway; Marissa Seifert
Subject: RE: NYNHP Request

Addie,

Thanks for the shapefiles!

| want to make sure | understand what you're requesting: Are you requesting updated Matural Heritage data for all
alignments you provided in the shapefiles?

| can prepare a new data agreement in less than a day, and once a signed copy is returned | can provide the data as soon
as I've done processing it. Let me know if | should be screening all the alignments or not, and then | will look over the
data and get back to you.

Thanks,
Mick

Nicholas Conrad

Information Resources Coordinator

New York Natural Heritage Program

SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry

In partnership with NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-4757

(518) 402-8944

Nick.Conrad@dec.ny.gov

From: Addie Kim <AKim@HNTB.com:>

Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 1:45 PM

To: dec.sm.MNaturalHeritage <MaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov>

Cc: Jakubiak, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Jakubiak@dot.ny.gov>; Kenneth Wasserman <kwasserman@HNTE.com>; Joe Grilli
<JGRILLI@HNTB.com>; Robert Conway <rfconway@HMNTB.com>; Marissa Seifert <mseifert@HNTB.com>

Subject: FW: NYNHP Request

Hi Nick,

Please see attached the GIS files for the program alternatives for the High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Program. As
outlined in the prior email, 90B (“90mph design” in the attached zipfile) is the Preferred Alternative that will be the
focus of the Tier 1 Final EIS, but the Tier 1 Draft EIS examined the impacts of all program alternatives. Three of these
files follow the same basic alignment along Empire Corridor (90A, 90 mph, and 110 mph), although 125 mph design has
an entirely new alignment.
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| believe that HNTB will be the only company needed on a Data Agreement. If needed, how long would it take to
institute a new Data Agreement?

Thank you, please let us know if you should have any further questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

Addie

Addie Kim
Senior Environmental Planner

HNTEB Corporation
31 5t. James Avenue, Suite 300
Boston, MA 02116

Tel (617) 532-2326
Fax (617) 428-6905
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Overview of NY Natural Heritage data for HTNB for the Empire Corridor, 2021

These GIS data are provided to HTNB under the auspices of the data agreement signed in 2021.
We ask that any HTNB staff or contractors accessing or using the GIS data read the agreement
and be familiar with its provisions, especially the provision that the data is for the internal use
of HTNB and should not be distributed externally, nor should any maps or documents revealing
the precise locations of rare species be made available to the public or other parties.

There are four shapefiles. The shapefiles are in meters, UTM zone 18, NAD 83.

Three of the shapefiles contain the locations of rare plants and amimals and of sigmficant
natural communities which are documented in the New York Natural Heritage database within
the half-nule buffers around the proposed Empire Comidor route and alternate routes as
delineated in the shapefiles provided 1n 2021. In the shapefiles, each location of a species or
commumity 1s represented as one or more polygons. See below for definitions of the attributes.

The shapefile NYNHP HTNB species 2021 contains records of rare plants and rare
animals last documented since 1980, for which relatively precise locations are known,
and whose species 1dentification has been confirmed.

The shapefile NYNHP HTNB potential 2021 contains records of rare species last documented
before 1980 (l]_lstﬂnral records), or for which relatively precise locations are not known, or for
which the most recent information indicates that the occurrence may no longer be present, or for
which the species 1dentification has not been confirmed. For listorical records, there 1s no recent
information and their current status 1s unknown. If suitable habitat for these species 1s still
present, 1t 15 possible the species may still be present, too. Records with uncertain locations,
including many historical records, are mapped with large polygons showing the potential area
within which the plant or animal was collected or observed.

The shapefile NYNHP HTNB comms 2021 contains records of sigmificant natural
communities. Natural community occurrences m this shapefile are considered significant from
a statewide perspective, by virtue of being of excellent or good quality, and/or of a rare
commumnity type. NY Natural Heritage considers these occurrences to have high ecological and
conservation value.

The above three shapefiles contain documented locations of rare species and significant
ecological communities. The lack of any records at a particular location does not
necessarily mean that no rare species or sigmficant community 1s present there.

The fifth shapefile, NYNHP NG vicinity 2021, contains those sections of the half-mile
buffers around the Empire Corridor routes that are within one mile of bald eagle nests,
within 81 mule of Blanding's turtle locations, withmn 1.5 miles of timber rattlesnake
locations, within 2.5 miles of Indiana bat locations, within 1.5 miles of non-wintering
Northern long-eared bat locations, or within 5 miles of Northern long-eared bat
hibernacula locations. (The species and distance are listed in the attribute table.) While the
documented locations of these species are often not within the half-nule buffer, these
species regularly travel these respective distances and may potentially occur in the
portions of the half-mmle buffers shown in this shapefile; these portions are within
NYSDEC’s area of concern for these species. Within any of these portions where there 1s
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suitable habitat for a species, the potential impacts of any activities on the species may
need to be considered.

More mformation about many of the rare and histed ammals and plants in New York, ncluding
biology, identification, habitat, conservation, and management, are available online 1n Natural
Heritage's Conservation Gudes at www_gwmdes nynhp.org.

Information about many of the natural commumnity types mn New York, including identification,
donunant and charactenistic vegetation, distribution, conservation, and management, 1s available
online 1n Natural Henitage's Conservation Guides at www_guides nynhp org. More technical
descriptions are in Ecological Communities of New York State at

http-/fwww dec.nv._pov/animals/97703 himl

Fields in Attribute Table
Note: Element occurrences are documented, observed locations of rare plants, rare animals, rare or
significant natural ecological communities, and concentration areas of groups of animal species.

EO ID

Sensitive

Scien Name

The 1dentifier for the element occurrence in the NY Natural Hentage database.

Data sensitive: While no NY Natural Heritage data should be made available for
general public use, this field mndicates whether the precise location of the element
occurrence 1s especially sensitive and greater care should be taken to restrict its
public distribution. If the value 15 Y = Yes, the element is one of those considered
most subject to collection and disturbance if its identity and location are
publicized, and so the data are especially sensitive.

Scientific name: For plants and ammals, the New York State scientific name of the
species. For ecological communities*, the New York Natural Heritage name of the
commumty type. For amimal concentration areas, the New York Natural Heritage
name of the type of animal concentration area.

Commonname Common name: For plants and ammals, the New York State common name of the

Location

Locatn Use:

species. For ecological commumties and animal concentration areas, the New York
Natural Heritage common name of the commumity type or amimal concentration
area, respectively.

The name of the site where the element occurrence 1s, or was, located.

Location Use: For ammals, typically nugratory ammals, which use different areas
at different times of year, the location use class indicates the specific season or
behavior associated with this location; e g, Breeding, Nonbreeding for birds;
Hibernaculum, Matermty Colony, or Bachelor Colony for bats.

Group Name The general group of ammals, plants, or community types the species or
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NY listed  NY State protected status: Category of legal protection under New York State
Environmental Conservation Law and regulations.
For ammals: Endangered, Threatened, Special Concern, No Open Season,
Protected Bird, Protected by Law, Game (= has open season), or Unlisted.
For plants: Endangered, Threatened, Rare, Vulnerable (= Exploitably Vulnerable),
or Unlisted.

US listed Federal hsting status: Listing status under the federal Endangered Species Act:
Endangered, Threatened, or Candidate.

For next three fields, see also Explanation of Conservation Ranks at the end of this document.
S rank The Hentage state conservation rank of the species or commumty.

S rank dsc A one or two-word franslation of the S Rank code in the previous field.
G rank The Hentage global conservation rank of the species or commumty.

Last date  The date of the most recent observation of the element occurrence at this Location,
as documented in the Natural Heritage databases. The format 1s most often
YYYY-MM-DD.

Comments For species, comments about the number of individuals observed, their condition,
and the condition of the habitat. For ecological commumnities, comments regarding
the reasons for the occurrence’s significance and the relative quality of the
occurrence, particularly in regards to area, condition, and landscape context. The
first 255 characters of the description are in the first column Comments; 1f
necessary, the second 255 characters are i the second column Comments2.
Longer values will be truncated.

Id confrmd Whether the taxonomic identification of the element has been confirmed by a
reliable person. Values are: Y = identification has been confirmed; ? =
identification has been checked but 1s still uncertain; or N = identification has not
been checked and needs venfication.

ERAccuracy A measure of the level of mapping precision; values are Very High (mapped
location 15 known to be correct to within 6 m), High, Medium, Low, and Very
Low.

Mangd area Managed Area: Lands managed for conservation (federal, state, local, private) on
which the species or community occurs or occurred.

County The county(1es) in which the element occurrence 1s, or was, located.
Town The town(s) in which the element occurrence 1s, or was, located.

Elem Group Vertebrate Animal Invertebrate Amimal, Vascular Plant, Nonvascular Plant (moss),
Commumity, or Amimal Assemblage. (Anmimal assemblages are multi-species
ammal concentration areas, such as bat hibernacula and waterfowl concentration
areas).
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Site desc Site description: A description of the general area and habitat where the element
occurrence 1s found. The first 254 characters of the description are in the first
column Sitedescl; if necessary, the second 254 characters are i the second column
Sitedesc2; and, if necessary, the third 254 characters are i the third column
Sitedesc3. Longer values will be truncated.

EXPLANATION OF CONSERVATION EANKS used by NEW YORK NATURAL HERITAGE

HERITAGE GLOBAL AND STATE CONSERVATION RANKS: Each species or community has a global and
state rank as determined by the NY Natural Heritage Program. These ranks carry no legal weight. The global rank
reflects the rangewide conservation status of the species or commumity; the state rank reflects the status within New
York State.

STATE RANK:

51 = Cntically mmperiled in New York State. Typically 5 or fewer occurrences, very few remaiming mdividuals, acres,
or miles of stream or some factor of its biology making it especially vulnerable in New York State.

52 = Imperiled in New York State. Typically 6 to 20 occurrences, few remaining individuals, acres, or miles of
stream or factors demonstrably making it very vulnerable in New York State.

53 = Uncommon in New York State. Typically 21 to 100 occurrences, or limited acreage or miles of stream in New
York.

54 = Apparently secure in New York State.

55 =Demonstrably secure in New York State.

SH = Historically known from New York State, but not seen in the past 35 years.

SX = Apparently extirpated from New York State.

SU = Conservation rank not assigned.

B after one of the above ranks indicates the status rank is for breeding populations only.
N after one of the above ranks indicates the status rank is for nonbreeding wintering populations only.

GLOBAL FANK :

G1 = Critically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences), or very few remaining acres or

miles of stream) or especially vulnerable to extinction because of some factor of its biology.

G2 = Imperiled globally becanse of ranty (6 - 20 occurrences, or few remaining acres, or miles of stream) or very

vulnerable to extinction throughout its range becanse of other factors.

G3 = Either rare and local throughout its range (21 to 100 occurrences), or found locally (even abundantly at some of
its locations) in a restricted range (e g. a physiographic region), or vulnerable to extinction throunghout its
range because of other factors.

G4 = Apparently secure globally, though it may be quite rare in parts of its range, especially at the periphery.

G35 = Demonstrably secure globally.

GH = Historically known, with the expectation that it might be rediscovered. GX = Species believed fo be extinct.

Range ranks, e g 5152, indicate not enough information is available to distinguish between two ranks.

7 = a question exists about the rank () = a question exists whether or not the species or variefy is a good taxonomic
enfity.

T-ranks (T1 - T5) are defined the same as G-ranks (G1 - G5), but refer only fo the rarity of the subspecies or varety.

]
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New York Ecological Services Field Office
3817 Luker Road
Cortland, NY 13045-9385
Phone: (607) 753-9334 Fax: (607) 753-9699
http:/iwww.fws. gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section? htm

In Reply Refer To: December 20, 2021
Consultation Code: 05SE1NY00-2022-SLI-0765

Event Code: 05E1NY00-2022-E-02959

Project Name: Empire Corridor

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). This list can also
be used to determine whether listed species may be present for projects without federal agency
involvement. New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and
distribution of species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list.

Please feel free to contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the
potential impacts to federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated
and proposed critical habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations
implementing section 7 of the ESA, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90
days. This verification can be completed formally or informally as desired. The Service
recommends that verification be completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC site at regular intervals
during project planning and implementation for updates to species lists and information. An
updated list may be requested through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process
used to receive the enclosed list. If listed, proposed, or candidate species were identified as
potentially occurring in the project area, coordination with our office is encouraged. Information
on the steps involved with assessing potential impacts from projects can be found at: http://
www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan (http:/www.fws.gov/windenergy/

eagle guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the Services wind
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122072021 Event Code: 05E1INY00-2022-E-02959 2

energy guidelines (hitp:/www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds
and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at: http://

www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm; http://

www.towerkill.com; and http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdlssues/Hazards/towers/
comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the ESA. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number
in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):
= Official Species List
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

New York Ecological Services Field Office
3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045-9385

(607) 753-9334

This project's location is within the jurisdiction of multiple offices. Expect additional species list
documents from the following office, and expect that the species and critical habitats in each
document reflect only those that fall in the office's jurisdiction:

Long Island Ecological Services Field Office
340 Smith Road

Shirley, NY 11967-2258

(631) 286-0485
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12/20/2021 Event Code: 05E1INY00-2022-E-02959

Project Summary
Consultation Code: 0SE1NY00-2022-SLI-0765

Event Code: Some(05E1NY00-2022-E-02959)
Project Name: Empire Corridor
Project Type: TRANSPORTATION

Project Description: Railroad Corridor Realignment Project

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: hitps://
www.google.com/maps/(@41.976591799999994,-73.93702339118309,14z

|
Pl 1 N o

Fhiaadania

Counties: New York
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Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 7 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Mammals
NAME STATUS
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https:/fecos. fws. gov/ecp/species/5040

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Threatened
Mo critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos. fws. gov/ecp/species/0045

Birds
NAME STATUS
Piping Plover Charadrius melodus Threatened

Population: [Atlantic Coast and Northern Great Plains populations] - Wherever found, except
those areas where listed as endangered.
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.

Species profile: hitps://ecos fws.gov/ecp/species/6039

Reptiles
NAME STATUS
Eastern Massasauga (=rattlesnake) Sistrurus catenatus Threatened

Mo critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https:/fecos. fws. gov/ecp/species/2202
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Insects
NAME STATUS
Karner Blue Butterfly Lycaeides melissa samuelis Endangered

There is proposed critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not
available.
Species profile: https:/fecos. fws. gov/ecp/species/G6656

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Mo critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https:/fecos. fws. gov/ecp/species/0743

Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS
Houghton's Goldenrod Solidago houghtonii Threatened

Mo critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https:/fecos. fws. gov/ecp/species/5219

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.
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CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.
and
NEW YOREK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT CONCERNING CERTAIN RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES WITH RESPECT TO NEW YORK HIGH SPEED RAIL

This Framework Agreement Concerning Certain Rights and Responsibilities with
Respect to New York High Speed Rail (“Framework Agreement”) 1s entered into as of May 28,
2010, by and between CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. (“CSXT"), a Virginia corporation
whose principal offices are located at 500 Water Street, Jacksonwville, Florida, 32202, and the
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (“New York™), whose
principal offices are located at 50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12205.

Introduction and Purpose

1 This Framework Agreement 1s to set forth and memonalize the parties” shared
understanding with respect to certain essential elements of the planning and potential
implementation of enhanced mtercity or high speed passenger rail service (collectively referred
to herein as “high speed intercity passenger rail service™) on or adjacent to property currently
owned by CSXT i the State of New York. It is the intent of the parties to recogmize the national
goal of expanding high speed intercity passenger rail, consistent with CSXT’s legal and fiduciary
responsibilities, and to cooperate fully in achieving that goal consistent with the Framework
Agreement.

2 This Framework Agreement articulates the principles for the future course of
dealing between the parties concerming any implementation of high speed intercity passenger rail
service m New York.

3 With regard to the project described in the Agreement for Progressing a Tier 1
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the Empire Corndor, which 1s being executed
simultaneously, this Framework Agreement 1s not intended to foreclose the EIS’s consideration
of particular approaches. The EIS will provide a basis for determuning alternatives, and by
agreemg to progress the EIS, the parties are in no way commutting to implementation of the
project or binding themselves to any further steps concerming the project. That project and the
projects 1dentified in Attachment A are collectively referred to herein as “the Projects.” The
parties agree that NYSDOT 1s progressing the ARRA high speed intercity passenger rail projects
approved and funded by the Federal Railroad Administration and set forth in Attachment A
subject to the parties (and Amtrak, if applicable) entering into all necessary implementing project
agreements.

4 Specifically, this Framework Agreement identifies four core principles that are
common to all freight and passenger rail interface in the United States. Those are safety,
capacity, hability and compensation. This Framework Agreement acknowledges those 1ssues,
acknowledges that there 1s substantial precedent for resolving them and commnuts the parties to
work cooperatively, consistent with law and precedent to do so 1if the Projects are undertaken.
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Safety, Capacity, Liabilitv and Compensation

5. Safety. New York acknowledges that CSXT has current safety design guidelines
for passenger tramns operating on CSXT property at speeds higher than 90 mph between Buffalo
and Hoffmans, NY that require a separated and dedicated track(s) for the passenger services
constructed. New York further acknowledges that 1t will make every effort to follow CSXT’s
gwmdelmes, or to work with CSXT to put in place other system safety improvements that result in
a level of safety equivalent to or better than current CSXT gwmdelmes, provided that in all
circumstances CSXT shall have the night to make the final determunation as to safe uses of its
property. Although CSXT 1s willing to explore exceptions to its current safety design gmidelines,
CSXT and New York agree that any such exceptions shall be linited in number and scope, and
must be mutually agreed upon by the parties. Moreover, the parties acknowledge that research
and rulemaking with respect to the interface of freight and high speed rail in the Unmited States 1s
under study and may evolve. In all cases, and notwithstanding any other provision of this
Framework Agreement, CSXT will abide by legal standards and maintain sole discretion with
respect to the safety and use of its property.

6. Capacity. CSXT and New York acknowledge that CSXT, as a wholly-owned
subsidiary of a public corporation, has the responsibility to solely determine the freight capacity
that CSXT must retain to accommodate future operations. In making this determunation, CSXT
will take into account the results of the EIS, as well as the views of third parties, including,
without limitation, the Federal Railroad Adminmistration, the State of New York, Amtrak, the Port
of New York/New Jersey and customers.

7. Liability. New York acknowledges that if the Projects are implemented, CSXT
will require adequate protections from potential liability arising from the operation of passenger
rail service, consistent with law and precedent.

8 Compensation. New York acknowledges that the CSXT cormidor that 1s the
subject of this Framework Agreement is today the single busiest on the CSXT network and has
tremendous opportunity for additional freight demand, including from the expansion of the
Panama Canal. Accordingly, the property that would be impacted by the Projects 1s among the
most valuable freight corridors in the Umited States. New York acknowledges that it has a legal
and constitutional obligation to justly compensate CSXT for any of its property rights acquired
or used by New York, as well as for any dimimishment in value of those rights to the extent
pernutted by law.
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This Agreement has the concurrence of the authorized officials of both parties as of the
dates show below.

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.

y p@;ﬂj

Lows E. Renjel, Jr.
Vice President, Strategic Infrastructure

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

P 2

Stanley Gee
Acting Commussioner
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ATTACHMENT A

1. HSR — The Albany-Schenectady Double Track (110 mph commdor as per FRA
grant application);

2. Grade Crossing — The Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Safety Improvements,
CSXT Hudson Line;

3. Station improvements — The Rochester Station Improvements;

4. Station improvements — The Buffalo-Depew Station Improvements; and

5. HSR — Phase I of the 3rd Track Imtiative.
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CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.
And
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

AGREEMENT
FOR PROGRESSING A

TIER 1 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ON THE EMPIRE CORRIDOR

This Agreement for Progressing an Environmental Impact Statement ("EIS Agreement”)
is entered into as of May 28, 2010, by and between the NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION (*NYSDOT" or “State”), whose principal offices are located at 50 Wolf
Road, Albany, NY 12205, and CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. ("CSXT"), a Virginia corporation
whose principal offices are located at 500 Water Street, Jacksonville, Florida 32202.

Explanatory Statement

A. The purpose of this EIS Agreement is to set forth principles of cooperation between the
parties in connection with undertaking a Tier 1 Service Level National Environmental Policy
Act ("NEPA") Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS”) to consider the enhancement of high
speed intercity passenger rail service between Niagara Falls, N.Y. and Albany, N.Y. with
through or connecting service to Pennsylvania/Moynihan Station in New York City (“the
Corridor”) and other possible destinations, consistent with preserving and growing the
valuable freight service and opportunities of CSXT and its stakeholders with respect to its
property.

B. The EIS will provide a basis for determining alternatives with respect to the basic
engineering, design, and environmental impacts of the project described above. Concurrent
with the execution of this EIS Agreement, the parties are executing a Framework Agreement
Conceming Rights and Responsibilities (“Framework Agreement”) that provides an overview
of certain essential rights and responsibilities of the parties with respect to this project and
others.

C. New York State has a vital interest in delivering high speed intercity passenger rail to the
Caorridor and is dedicated to optimizing train speed in the Corndor in ways that will best
serve the public's need and desire for safe and reliable passenger rail service while at the
same time supporting and growing the substantial public benefits of freight rail in New York.

D. C5XT, as a wholly-owned subsidiary of a public corporation, has legal and fiduciary
responsibilities to preserve and grow freight rail services and to maximize the safe and
efficient uses of its property.

E. NYSDOT is presently undertaking the development of a Tier 1 Service Level National
Environmental Policy Act Environmental Impact Statement, with the Federal Railroad
Administration (*FRA") as the lead agency, to consider the enhancement of high-speed
intercity passenger rail service on the Comdor including the introduction of enhanced
operations on that portion of the Comidor between Albany-Rensselaer, Schenectady and
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Niagara Falls, New York (the “Empire Corridor West” or “ECW?"). The EIS will study possible
additions andfor enhancements to track and other infrastructure to allow for intercity
passenger rail trains that are capable of traveling at maximum authorized speeds of at least
110 miles per hour (*mph”) as defined by 49 U.S.C. section 26106(b)(4), as well as other
enhancements. The parties recognize that the CSXT right of way within the Commidor is the
single busiest on the CSXT network. As such, it is an essential part of an interdependent
nationwide rail network and is among the most valuable freight routes in the United States.
The parties recognize that the alternatives studied may require the acquisition of property
rights from CSXT or others. As required by NEPA, the EIS will evaluate all reasonable
alternatives including options that comply with CSXT's design and safety standards,
guidelines and policies for commingled passenger and freight operations, including the
requirement of a separated and dedicated track for any passenger trains operating at
speeds in excess of 90 mph, with a minimum of 30 feet measured from the center line of the
freight track to the center line of the proposed passenger track. The EIS will also evaluate a
no-build alternative, and will consider the substantial stakeholder interests in freight fluidity,
including without limitation the interests of the Port of New York/New Jersey and the City of
New York. In evaluating those altematives that comply with CSXT's design and safety
standards, guidelines and policies, the parties understand that there may be places along
the Comidor where meeting CSXT’s standards, guidelines and policies is not possible within
C5XT's existing right of way; therefore, the EIS will evaluate other options including, but not
limited to:

speed restrictions

environmental mitigation

exceptions to C5XT's standards, guidelines and policies
property acquisition

F. The EIS will draw upon: (1) a market study of rnidership demand for such services on the
Corridor (the “Market Study”); (2) an operational analysis of the Corridor previously
undertaken by NYSDOT and others for railroad operations between Schenectady,
Poughkeepsie and New York, NY (the “Hudson Line Operational Analysis”), which resulted
in the Hudson Line Cornidor Rail Transportation Plan and its preferred scenario of capital
improvements dated MNovember 2005 (the “"Hudson Line Study”); and (3) additional
operational analysis of the Corridor between Schenectady and Niagara Falls, NY (the "ECW
Operations Analysis”). The EIS, the Market Study and the ECW Operational Analysis are
referred to collectively as the “Study”.

G. C5XT, as the owner of much of the right of way within the scope of the Study, is willing to
assist NYSDOT in connection with the Study, under the terms set forth by this EIS
Agreement.

H. The parties understand that the Study will form the basis for the development of a
Transportation Investment Plan (“TIP"), to be prepared generally consistent with the
guidance previously published by FRA entitled “Corridor Transportation Planning Guide”
The TIP will identify the infrastructure and/or operational improvements necessary to permit
safe and reliable intercity passenger rail service consistent with the concomitant public
interest in the preservation and enhancement of safe and reliable rail freight operations
between Buffalo, N.Y. and Selkirk, N.Y. for both existing and future freight customers along
the line and through freight service, including service to and from the Port of New York/New
Jersey. The development of a TIP will be the subject of a further agreement between the
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parties as to their roles and responsibilities. Negotiation of the TIP agreement will begin
immediately upon the execution of this EIS Agreement.

I. The parties understand that the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (*Amtrak”)
provides intercity passenger rail service on the Corridor and will be a necessary participant
in the undertaking of the Study. The negotiation of the TIP, including responsibility of
operations and maintenance of capital improvements will include Amtrak.

Section 1: General Matters

a. The provisions of this EIS Agreement shall not be determinative of the terms and
conditions of any further agreements between the parties as to the implementation of the
improvements or the rail service that are derived from the Study. The results of the
Study do not, and will not bind either party to any terms or conditions related to the
contemplated project, including any expansion of passenger rail operations or
infrastructure changes to CSXT's rail corridors. The parties acknowledge that further
studies may be necessary and desirable to the extent that the Study does not sufficiently
address the impact of rail service and/or the rail infrastructure enhancements required to
accommodate the same. NYSDOT and CSXT acknowledge and understand the
obligations contained in this EIS Agreement are limited to developing the Study, in
accordance with this EIS Agreement. This EIS Agreement creates no obligation on the
part of either party to otherwise pursue or advance any particular project or to enter into
any further agreements to advance such projects.

b. This EIS Agreement will commence on the date signed by the parties and terminate
when the Study is completed and accepted by the FRA. Either party may terminate its
participation in the Study by delivery of 30 days prior written notice to the other, stating
the reasons for such termination.

Section 2: NYSDOT Consultants and Subconsultants

NYSDOT has secured the services of HNTE New York Engineering and Architecture, P.C_, as
well as sub-consultants Louis T. Klauder & Associates and W. F. Keeney & Associates at its
sole expense (collectively, “NYSDOT Consultants”), to perform the Study and to develop
alternatives that best meet the future needs of the users of the Cormridor. The term of the
NYSDOT — HNTB New York Engineering and Architecture, P.C. Railroad Retainer Agreement is
3/01/2010 to 3/01/2015. It is expected that the Study will be completed in 2012.

Section 3: Operations Analysis Parameters and Methodology.

a. The objective of the Study's ECW Operations Analysis is to provide a comprehensive
analysis of proposed alternatives for improving rail service on the ECW that connects
Albany-Rensselaer Station with Syracuse, Rochester, Buffalo and Niagara Falls,
including important connections west of Buffalo and north of Syracuse. Also included is
the important connection from Hoffmans (where the ECW continues east to Albany-
Rensselaer Station) to Selkirk Yard, the major rail freight classification yard for New York
and New England.

b. The S5tudy's ECW Operations Analysis will include a comprehensive computenzed
railroad network simulation model of both existing and future train operations on the
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ECW from Albany-Rensselaer to the Canadian border in Niagara Falls, NY. The Rail
Traffic Controller (*"RTC") computer rail network simulation analysis package shall be
used for the Study’'s ECW Operations Analysis.

Development of the Base simulation model, reflecting 2008 ECW operations, was
substantially completed as part of another project and has already received preliminary
“sign off" by CSXT conditioned on correction of some deficiencies in the model identified
by CSXT which NYSDOT has agreed to implement. A Base Case RTC validation will be
completed using CSXT actual point to point data. Some work is needed to provide a
broader set of outputs to support the Study. The Base simulation model will not be
updated to reflect current operations on the Corridor because CSXT train volumes were
higher in 2008 than they are at present.

The Study's ECW simulation model will include detailed simulation of all intercity
passenger trains and freight rail movements (both local and long distance) within the
ECW.

The Study's future ECW simulation model scenarios will reflect evaluation of Study
alternatives that include growth in passenger and freight rail service as well as required
infrastructure improvements. Feasibility assessments of alternatives with significant
infrastructure improvements will balance costs and environmental impacts with predicted
rail network operational benefits related to capacity, travel time, train schedule reliability,
rail safety, and cost effectiveness.

The Study’s ECW Operations Analysis will include the following CSXT trackage that is
part of the Corridor and connecting rail routes:

* Portion of C5XT's Hudson Subdivision: Rensselaer (CP 142) to Schenectady (CP
160) and Hoffmans (CP 169),

e (C5XT's Selkirk Subdivision [Selkirk Yard to Hoffmans (CP 169 junction with the
Hudson Subdivision) and Amsterdam (CP 175)],

» C5XT's Mohawk Subdivision [Amsterdam (CP 175) to 5t. Lawrence Subdivision
Junction (CP 291) and Syracuse (SP 296)],

» Portions of CSXT's St Lawrence Subdivision/Former Montreal Secondary [Syracuse
(CP 291) to Woodard (CP-W),

* C5XT's Rochester Subdivision [Syracuse (CP 296) to Buffalo (CP 429)],

» C5XT's West Shore Subdivision [Fairport (CP 359) to Chili (CP 382)] which provides
an important freight bypass around Rochester,

* (C5XT's Buffalo Terminal Subdivision [Buffalo (CP 429) to CP 437 and Lake Shore
Subdivision (CP 2]],

* (C5XT's Niagara Subdivision, [Buffalo (CP 437) to Niagara Falls junction with CPR
and CN (CP 28)], and



« Additional tfrackage in the Buffalo Terminal area — the Belt Line, Frontier Yard (lead

tracks only). International Bridge and Old Compromise Line.

In all cases where trains can enter or leave the ECW territory "at speed" (using power
switches), the Study’s EIS Operations Analysis territory shall be extended so as to support
this type of simulation operation. Where distant (approach) signals are provided — typically
one to two miles from the ECW junction point — they shall be included in the operations
analysis territory. Where replacement of hand-throw switches with power switches is
identified as a potential improvement in the ECW terntory, the "before and after” analysis
shall be conducted starting at least one mile from the ECW junction point.

Where freight yard operations impact the ability of trains to achieve mainline Maximum
Authorized Speed (MAS), ECW route yard tracks, including ammival/departure tracks, will be
represented in the network description.

g. With direct input and participation of CSXT, the Study will evaluate multiple alternatives
that feature different passenger service levels, a range of future rail service levels, and
capital improvements to existing CSXT infrastructure, capital improvements to new
infrastructure within the CSXT rnght of way and capital improvements to new
infrastructure partly or wholly outside of the CSXT right of way. The Study will identify a
preferred alternative that provides the greatest benefits for safe and efficient rail
operations, freight rail customers and the traveling public, while controlling capital costs
and minimizing environmental impacts. To the extent possible, impacts of the impending
implementation of Positive Train Control will be included.

h. The Study’s ECW Operations Analysis will use 2035 as future year for evaluation of rail
operations. The Study’'s ECW Operations Analysis will provide the basis for a Service
Development Plan that outlines how capital improvements and increased rail operations
will be phased over time, given capital funding constraints, construction timeframes and
the need to maintain fluid rail operations on the ECW at all times.

i. Each RTC simulation model run will simulate seven consecutive measured operating
days across the ECW plus one day warm up and one day cool down with randomization.

J. The NYSDOT Consultant shall provide C5XT with all completed RTC Case (database)
files, including the version of the RTC software used in the simulation. CSXT may run
additional simulations for longer durations and alternative randomization inputs. At the
discretion of CSXT, CSXT may provide the NYSDOT Consultant with the network
simulation output data and/or summary document and the NYSDOT Consultant will
incorporate CSXT's inputs into the Study’s EIS technical appendices, as applicable.

Section 4: Study Management Approach

a. NYSDOT and NYSDOT Consultants have entered into an agreement that outlines the
Scope of Work for the Study, including roles and responsibilities of each participant.
NYSDOT will manage the overall effort, including assigning a contract manager for the
administration of the consultant services. NYSDOT will assign appropriate technical and
managenal staff, as required, to manage or direct the advancement of the Study.
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b.

FRA is the lead federal agency for purposes of the Study and under federal law is
responsible for the scope and content of the EIS. The parties recognize that the
independence and integrity of the EIS is essential to the development of a sound
document and that, as it does for all of its EISs, the FRA will play a lead role in
determining the scope and content of the document.

CS5XT (pursuant to this EIS Agreement), the National Passenger Railroad Corporation
(Amtrak), FRA and other governmental agencies will provide technical guidance and
support to NYSDOT and NYSDOT Consultants.

Section 5: Study Coordination

da.

In order to progress the Study, NYSDOT Consultants will need to perform field
reconnaissance such as (but not limited to) measuring track centers, reviewing locations
along the right-of-way for possible historic structures, wetlands and other constructability
concerns, identifying bridge abutment setbacks and other design constraints affecting
the ability to add new trackage. CSXT agrees to provide access to railroad property for
Study purposes subject to the conditions set forth in this EIS Agreement. NYSDOT
Consultants will be responsible for obtaining and paying all fees for Right-of-Entry
Permits from CSXT, including but not limited to: providing the applicable general liability
and railroad protective liability insurance, executing the acknowledgement statements
contained on the permits, participating in railroad-sponsored safety training and making
arrangements for obtaining any required railroad flagging services. It is anticipated that
NYSDOT Consultants will perform field reconnaissance trips over the life of the Study.
NYSDOT or its consultants will bear all CSXT costs related to the field reconnaissance
trips.

NYSDOT Consultants will provide CSXT with sufficient advance notice, usually no less
than 14 days, when they desire to gain access to railroad property for the purpose of
performing field reconnaissance. The timing of any field reconnaissance trips will
depend upon the availability of CS5XT personnel to protect those entries onto CSXT

property.

NYSDOT Consultants will group their requests for access to railroad property into
geographically-compatible groupings in order to maximize efficient access to the
Corridor (grouping nearby locations within one railroad Subdivision). NYSDOT
Consultants will be required to execute a non-disclosure agreement with CSXT for all
information deemed confidential by CSXT. CS5SXT agrees to provide reasonable
requested Corridor source information in a timely manner.

CSXT will provide certain available engineering drawings and maps, to the extent
practicable and to the extent not previously provided to NYSDOT, for use by NYSDOT
and NYSDOT Consultants in development of the Study. These drawings may include
track charts, real estate valuation maps and other documents mutually agreed by the
Parties.

Any information provided to NYSDOT will be subject to disclosure under the Freedom of
Information Law, unless the information is confidential financial statements, balance
sheets, trade secrets or revenue and cost projections that CSXT can demonstrate is
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exempt from disclosure under the New York State Freedom of Information Law, the
federal Freedom of Information Act, the federal Interstate Commerce Act or other laws

administered by the Surface Transportation Board or the Federal

Railroad

Administration, and CSXT makes a timely request for exemption from disclosure in

accordance with such laws.

Section 6: Notices

All notices and Certificates of Insurance shall be mailed to the following addresses:

A_To CSXT:
(1). Certificates of Insurance:

Walter D. Tyler
Insurance Department
C5X Transportation
500 Water Street (J150)
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 366-5090/ Fax (904) 245-2203

(2). All Notices and Communications pertaining to this Statement:

Evan Bell

Director Operations Planning
C5X Transportation

500 Water Street (J315)
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 359-1801 / Fax (904) 359-5433

B. To NYSDOT:

Marie Corrado

Director of Major Projects

New York State Department of Transportation
50 Wolf Road, 6™ Floor

Albany, NY 12232

(518) 4855025 / Fax (518) 457-4190
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This EIS Agreement has the concurrence of the authorized officials of both parties as of the
dates shown below.

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.

%M/; ) 6 Fgélr

Louis E. Renjel, Jr.
Vice President, Strategic Infrastructure

NEW YORK STATE DEFARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

P o 2

Stanley Gee
Acting Commissioner
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