
DSPART~iBl'TT OF TnANSPORTATIOI'.f 

Federal Railroad Administration 

(FRA E.O. No. 2) 

Emergency Order Prohibiting Use of Certain UTLX Tc,n:c Cars 

FRA investigation revealed that certain tank cars built 

to DOT specification ll2A400W have a structural inadequacy which 

results in tank shell cracking and possible leakage of hazarci::us 

lading. These cars are used to transport highly flan~able 

liquified petroleum gases of the same class of material involvs-d 

in the Laurel, Mississippi, Crescent City Illinois, Houston, 

Texas and East St. Louis, Illinois accidents. 

The shells of these tank cars are susceptible to cracking 

and failure in the bolster area. Cracks in pressure vessels ~re 

serious. As a result of the forces of train action and classifl-

cation, cracks may develop and cause leaks in these pressure 

tank cars. Product leakage may ignite and since these cars 

usually operate in groups, a fire resulting from a le~k in one 

cc.r could cause 11 explosion 11 of adjacent cars due to massive f5.re 

impingement on their shells. In such an event, there 1·rould be 

a substantial danger to railroad employees and the general 

public since the adjoining tank cars or parts thereof may be 

-hurled hundreds of feet 1·1hen ruptured . .. 
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matter. 

investigat:Lon show tl:.2t the tank ca:c:.; li.st:e;(;. 2: lo'.'.' a..::-.2 ·_;_:1 L:.n.saf'e 

condition and 

a hazard of death or> inju::'y to per::o::3 -2.fi',:::::-: :;.·'. 2y L:.e :...:~:e of 

_such equipment. . Therefore> 

section 203 of the Federal Railroad S2f2ty A:t of 1970 (45 U.S.C. 

§423) delegated to me under section ~.49(n) of the RsguJ.ations 

.... ·· ... of the Secretary of Transportation (4? C.F.2. l.49(n)), I hereby 
- . :. 

issue this order prohibiting further use of t~s cars li~ted 

below by any railroad effective 12:01 ~.m. c~ J2cember 21, 1972: 

UTLX 83095-BJJS~ 

UTLX 83267-83339 
. '· 

An opportunity for reviev; of this ord2..:' c.:.:-:Clll b(; :;-·::.~cvided 

in accordance with section 554 of tit::.e 5 of' 'G:·:e United Scates 

Code. 

A civil penalty of not less than ~~ 250 ":l'.J ,~ere th::.;: :3 2, 500 

will be assessed for each violation of this oY(2~ and e~ch day 

of such violation Nill constitute a se)ara~: ~, ·'' ,, "'. ~ ( I• :·.-,. _ : ..... n~e ..., .J u.s.c. 

§438). 


