
·J:·~ ITEO STATES GOVERNMENT 

( trienzoJY"Ul<..-lunz 

TO 

SUBJECT : 

All Regional Directors 

Associate Administrator for Safety 

.~~ Em2rge~cy Order No. 3, Amend~ent -

In reply 
refer 10: 

AUG 1 6 iSi3 

TB-73-36A 

The Amen1ment to Emergency Order No. 3, effective 
August 16, 1973, provides that a car equipped with 
a conti nuous steel sub-floor and cast metal brake 
shoes may be uaed to transport Class A Explosives. 

However, all brake shoes on the car must be of the 
cast metal type; they must be in a safe and suitable 
condition for- s-ervice and ~vithin the rec ormnended AAR 
wear limits. 

A car so equipped may be used to transport Class A 
Explo s ives only in accordance ~ith the provisions c£ 
Part (c) of Emergency Order No. 3. 

This Amendment has an effective life of 30 days and 
expires Septemoer 16, 1973. 
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On Au~ust 9, 1973, the F~d~ral Ra~l~oad Ad~inistrat~on 

Section 203 of the ~cderal Railro~d Safety Act of 1970 (~5 

U.S.C. §1.~32) \·rhic11 proh2.bitec1 the f u r'c:-_c;r trans~)ortc;.tion of' 

Class ll. explosives (49 C.J.·.H. 173.53) 1: y 8.!1'y ra:i.J.::.'oad excz~:,t 

under the c:ondi t~LO:lS ::;o~1t ai:n -:: 0.. in the order ( 38 Fi.1 219 :::;2) . 

It was concluded throu;h invc~t ications of recent r~i1rc~d 

accid8nts in'Jolvin0 explo~ions of Tritona1 2.nd ot.~1er bo~::l)s 

that an em~rcency situation inv olving a haza~d of death or 

injury to persons existed uhj.ch necessitated issuance of tl:<.: 

order. 

The er.ergency order rcqu:!..re s , amon.-s other thint;s, 

p t1 "; 1 : , ...... , . ~ .... ~ 
J. ~ -- - -· 

wi t .h one of· three types of bral~e shoes listed in subdi vis:.o::. 

(a) of the orJe r. 'i'!1e use oi ca.s t iron ·ora:::e shoes, except 
. . 

those \·:hich are characterized as "h:],.~h phcsp~1orous", is not 

permitted by the orde~ becaus e cast iron shoes are hie~ 

sparking in nsture. 
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l·Je\.rerth:-les::;, it h2.s cor:,e to ti~e attc:n'cior- of ti1e F?c!-_ 

that .:.ince C::J.St iron shoe~ 2.Y'2 in co;n::10n US:'..[;e, railroads 

must bs sivcn ~a~c time within ~~ich to equip their cars 

viith t:1c requi.:::;i te. Ol'.::t1-:e shoes_, or else disc ant i~11~e. tl-:e 

transpc~tation of Cla~s A explo ~ i7~s on a regular schedule. 

Railro ~ds will also need ti2e to distribute an adequate 

supply of the-requisite bra~8 shoes to repair points~ 

The FRA bel.ie~Jes that it is in the public in'ceres ·s to 

give t~ e railro2J::; an oppor~unity to adequately equi? 

cars vit~ brake shoes required by the order so as no~ to 

undul~ disrupt transportation service. At the sane tioe, 

· cont~ol ~lust still be exercised over the enerGency situation 

that i:::: apparent from t~e recent accidents. 'I'herefore, 

- .. effect:_ 'ie immediately, the emer;ency order concernin~ the 

trans!_:--: :::tatl.on of Class A explo;:;ives issued on Aus;ust 9, 1973, 

( """RA '~ 0 _tl -~. • No. 3), is amended by adding the following 

except.:Lon: 

Until Septenuer 16, 19 73, a. railr.oad may transp0r-s 

brake shoes if --

(1) all brake shoes on the car are cast iron; 

(_ 



( 2) the C2.P ln.::; 
. . 

a contlnuour. steel sub-floor; and 

C3) the ral.lPoa.d co::tplies i·:l t.h the provision::> of 

subdivi:.;ion (c)(l)-(3) of th-e E:!mergency order GOVc:rnin 2: 

inspection of 'the car a;-trl each car coupled to that c :.•.r 

in a train. 

A civil pen~lty of not less than $25~ nor mare than t25CO 

will be assessed for each violation of this anend~ent to t~2 

.emergency order, and each day of such violation will constiiut~ 

a sep&r<::.'ce offE::nso. 

(Sec. 203, 84 Stat. 972, 45 U.S.C. 432; and §l.49(n) of 

ti1e re;:;ul2. tions of 'che Office of Secretary of Tl"'2.nsporta t ion, 

I ~ 9 C • F • i; • l . l.J 9 ( r: ) ) • 


