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October 2014 – Agency Scoping Workshop 
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Texas Historical Commission Review/Concurrence Letters: See Appendix E, Cultural Resources Technical 
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Section 106 Correspondence: See Appendix E, Cultural Resource Technical Memoranda 

 





































































































































 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

September 9, 2016 
 
AECOM 
1950 N. Stemmons Freeway, Ste. 6000 
Dallas Texas 75207 
 
Attention: Erin Lee, Department Manager 
 
Subject:  Dallas to Houston High Speed Rail Project 
  NEPA/FPPA Review 
   
 
We have reviewed the information provided in your correspondence dated August 
31, 2016 concerning the proposed high-speed rail project located near the I45 
corridor in East-Central Texas. This review is part of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) evaluation for the Texas Department of Transportation (TX-
DOT). We have evaluated the proposed site as required by the Farmland Protection 
Policy Act (FPPA).  
 
For this review, each segment was evaluated by county and ratings were provided in 
order to better identify areas where greater economic and agricultural impacts will 
located. We have completed the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor 
Type Projects form (NRCS-CPA-106) for each County that intersects the proposed 
segments of the rail. The alternate corridors are listed in each county form. 
 
Although the urban areas (as defined by USGS topographic maps) may contain 
Prime Farmland, we now consider the location to be “land committed to urban 
development”. Additionally, areas with a density of 30 structures per 40-acre area 
were omitted from review. Three proposed sites for terminals (Industrial Site, 
Northwest Mall, and Northwest Transit Center) are located within the city limits of 
Houston, Texas and are exempt from provisions of FPPA. The exempt areas were 
removed from the shapefile (provided by the client) in order to lessen the influence 
of artifacts while performing the site assessment for the nonexempt areas of the 
project. 
 
The combined rating for Segment 1 in Dallas County, Texas is 153. The combined 
ratings for Segments 2A and 2B in Ellis County, Texas are 143 and 136, 
respectively. The combined ratings for Segments 3A, 3B, and 3C in Navarro County, 
Texas are 121, 120, and 118, respectively. The combined ratings for Segments 3C 
and 4 in Freestone County, Texas are 114 and 126, respectively. The combined 
rating for Segment 4 in Limestone County, Texas is 107. The combined ratings for 
Segments 3C and 4 in Leon County, Texas are 82 and 90, respectively. The 
combined ratings for Segments 3C and 4 in Madison County, Texas are 103 and 110, 
respectively. The combined ratings from Segments 3C, 4, and 5 in Grimes County, 
Texas are 69, 67, and 87, respectively. The combined rating for Segment 5 in Waller 
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County, Texas is 109. The combined rating for Segment 5 in Harris County, Texas is 
118. The FPPA law states that sites with a rating less than 160 will need no further 
consideration for farmland protection and no additional evaluation is necessary. 
 
A review of conservation easements was also performed for the entire corridor. 
Currently, no conservation easements intersect the proposed site.  
 
We encourage the use of accepted erosion control methods during the construction 
of this project. 
 
If you have any questions regarding our review procedures or need further 
clarification, please contact me at 254.742.9836 or by email 
at carlos.villarreal@tx.usda.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Carlos J. Villarreal 
NRCS Soil Scientist 
 
 
 
Attachment: 
Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor Type Projects form (NRCS-CPA-106) 
 
 

mailto:carlos.villarreal@tx.usda.gov
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