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1. What is an OTMA and why do I need one?
2. How do I determine what level of OTMA I 

need?
3. What is the process for obtaining an OTMA?
4. What are the requirements for moving a car 

under an OTMA?
5. OTMA examples
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49 CFR 171.2(g) “(g) No person may represent, mark, certify, sell, 
or offer a packaging or container as meeting the requirements of 
this subchapter governing its use in the transportation of a 
hazardous material in commerce unless the packaging or 
container is manufactured, fabricated, marked, maintained, 
reconditioned, repaired, and retested in accordance with the 
applicable requirements of this subchapter…The requirements of 
this paragraph apply whether or not the packaging or container 
is used or to be used for the transportation of a hazardous 
material.”
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Presentation Notes
So let’s break this down.   In a nut shell, this regulation prohibits the offering or transport a DOT Specification hazmat packaging that does not meet the specification to which it is marked as described in Part 179, or has not been maintained in accordance with Part 180 regs.  This prohibition applies to the tank and anything connected to an opening or welded to the tank.  This does not applie to Motive Power and Equipment items such as ladders, platforms, brakes, running gear, couplers, or sill or bolster nonconformities outboard of the pad to tank welds.  Issues with those parts of the tank are subject to the MP&E regulations and approval process which we will not be covering today.



49 CFR §174.50 ”Nonconforming or leaking packages. Except as 
otherwise provided in this section, a bulk packaging that no 
longer conforms to this subchapter may not be forwarded by rail 
unless repaired or approved for movement by the Associate 
Administrator for Safety, Federal Railroad Administration…A 
leaking bulk package containing a hazardous material may be 
moved without repair or approval only so far as necessary to 
reduce or to eliminate an immediate threat or harm to human 
health or to the environment when it is determined its 
movement would provide greater safety than allowing the 
package to remain in place.”
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So based on the previous prohibition movement of a leaking or non-conforming bulk hazmat package would be prohibited.  However, section 174.50 of the regulations provides a method for movement of non-conforming or leaking packages, in recognition of the fact that these packages generally need to be moved to a certified tank car facility to effect the necessary permanent repairs. These movements generally must occur under an approval issued by the FRA, however, if a leaking package presents an immediate threat to the surrounding area the car may be moved only so far as necessary without approval to eliminate that immediate threat.  So to summarize a non-conforming bulk package may only be moved by rail in two circumstances (1) via approval by FRA or (2) to eliminate an immediate threat to the local community.



 Facilitates the safe movement of a damaged or non-
conforming hazmat rail car to a destination where 
appropriate permanent repair and qualification can 
be performed.

 Provides a centralized data warehouse of in-service 
failures on tank cars that can be used by the tank car 
industry and the FRA to identify systemic safety 
issues and establish appropriate qualification 
intervals and operating practices.
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There are three levels of OTMAs specified in the HMG-127 
Guidance: 
https://www.fra.dot.gov/eLib/details/L15988#p1_z5_gD
1. OTMA-1 * : Relatively higher risk movements
2. OTMA-2: Overloaded Tank Cars
3. OTMA-3: Relatively low risk movements
*OTMA-1 applications may be changed to OTMA-3 via “specialist 
discretion” if upon initial review no additional information is 
needed and the FRA HM specialist determines the movement to 
be low risk.
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Before submitting an OTMA request it is important to be familiar with the contents of HMG-127.  Persons who submit OTMAs are considered hazmat employees and must be trained in the functions they perform.  

https://www.fra.dot.gov/eLib/details/L15988#p1_z5_gD


 Nature of the non-conforming condition(s)
 Nature of the commodity
 Quantity of commodity
 Pressure in the Tank
 Route/Distance to Destination
 The nature of the temporary repair (if any) and who 

performed the repair (loading operator, emergency response 
contractor, or certified mobile unit)
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One additional step that is recommended is to verify with the Hazmat Manager for the railroad carrier that they will be willing to accept the car in its current condition before applying for a OTMA.  While FRA may issue an OTMA, the carrier may still refuse to accept the car into transportation, and may impose their own conditions for movement above and beyond what is required by the FRA OTMA.



 Self-certification through eOTMA application  and 
autogenerated approval confirmation.

 Limited to certain types of low risk defects, low risk material, 
and low risk quantities.

 Requires selection of a defective condition from the list 
provided in HMG-127.

(Note: misapplication of OTMA-3 can result in appropriate 
enforcement action, and could result in removal of OTMA-3 
privileges)
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 Approval for overloaded tank cars
 Generally not issued for tank cars overloaded by volume 

(49 CFR 173.24b).
 Requires Verification that the car is not overloaded by 

volume.  Thus, to be processed efficiently we need 
specific information from the loader (specific gravity of 
material at loading temperature and reference 
temperature, innage/outage tables, capacity of the tank 
in gallons, scale tickets, etc.)
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 Applies to all other non-conforming conditions not specified 
by HMG-127 as OTMA-3 or OTMA-2. 

 All damage to the tank shell or heads, unless loaded on a 
flatcar.

 All non-conforming cars with load or residue of Inhalation 
Hazard material.

 Most scenarios that require a temporary repair of leaking 
service equipment or that affect the transport worthiness of 
the car.
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 An OTMA-1 application that upon initial review by a HM 
Specialist may be changed to an OTMA-3:
 Is complete.  No additional information is required.
 All possible precautions have been taken (i.e., temporary 

repairs, emptying, depressurizing, etc.) for safe transportation.
 No additional conditions for movement are necessary.
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 Notifications
 Shipping Paper Notations
 Marking/Labeling
 Root Cause (Appendix A to HMG-127 provides format)
 Additional requirements specified in the written approval 

(OTMA-1)
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 Tank Car Owner

 Railroads 

 Destination facility
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The offeror must include a notation in association with the basic 
shipping description on the shipping paper:

"Moving per 174.50: OTMA-1" 
"Moving per 174.50: OTMA-2" 
"Moving per 174.50: OTMA-3" 
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OTMA-3 Format



 An OTMA may be changed from an OTMA-1 to an 
OTMA-3 by specialist discretion.  In this case you will 
receive an OTMA-3 approval that includes:
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 FRA OTMA Approval Web Page:
https://www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0516

 FRA eOTMA Application:
https://safetydata.fra.dot.gov/otma/

 OTMA Procedures (HMG-127 Revision 4)
https://www.fra.dot.gov/eLib/details/L15988#p1_z5_gD

 OTMA Program Email Address: HMASSIST@DOT.GOV

FRA Technical Training Material is Intended for Internal Instructional Purposes Only. 
Do not distribute outside FRA or State Agency pursuant to 49 CFR Part 212. 35

https://www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0516
https://safetydata.fra.dot.gov/otma/
https://www.fra.dot.gov/eLib/details/L15988#p1_z5_gD
mailto:HMASSIST@DOT.GOV


Questions?

FRA Technical Training Material is Intended for Internal Instructional Purposes Only. 
Do not distribute outside FRA or State Agency pursuant to 49 CFR Part 212. 36
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