
APPENDIX B2
RESPONSES TO STATE AGENCY COMMENTS



 

  B-60 
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This Appendix Section B2 provides detailed responses to State agency letters, presented in the 
below order: 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

 

VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

1. As Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
serves as a clearinghouse for State agencies and locality 
comments, the FRA and DRPT have reviewed and responded 
to all the State agency and locality comments provided by 
DEQ in their Appendix A, as appropriate. In the main body of 
their comment letter DEQ summarized the substantive 
comments from the State agencies and localities. For some 
comments, DRPT responded to DEQ’s summary of the 
comment. In other cases, to avoid repetition, DRPT responded 
to the more detailed comment and discussion contained in the 
agency letter attached to DEQ’s comment. When practical, 
DRPT has responded to the comment only once and then 
referenced this response when the comment was repeated in 
the attachment to DEQ’s comment. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

2. through 4. The Project will have unavoidable impacts to water 
resources, but FRA and DRPT have minimized or avoided 
impacts to the extent practicable. As noted in Final EIS Section 
5.1.5, DRPT anticipates submitting a Joint Permit Application 
(JPA) for Project impacts to surface waters and wetlands, for 
review by the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), DEQ, 
Virginia Marine Resource Commission (VMRC), and the Local 
Wetlands Boards during final design, after funding becomes 
available and incremental improvements are scheduled. DRPT 
will incorporate the recommended minimization measures 
provided by Virginia DEQ in section “1(c) Agency 
Recommendations” of their letter into the JPA, where 
appropriate, and in coordination with the USACE and VMRC. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 4 on previous page) 

5. Comment noted; DRPT did not receive comments directly 
from VRMC. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

6. and 7. Refer to DRPT-numbered statements #2 through #4 for 
response. Additionally, Section 5.1.5 of the Final EIS identifies 
permit authority by VMRC for activities in, on, or over 
subaqueous lands in Virginia. 

8. DRPT will file erosion and sediment control standards and 
specifications with DEQ for review and approval in 
accordance with the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control 
(ESC) Law (§ 62. 1-44. 15:51 et seq.), the Virginia Stormwater 
Management Act (§ 62. 1-44. 15:24 et seq.) and associated 
regulations, where applicable and as required at the time of 
submittal, during final design after funding becomes available 
and incremental improvements are scheduled. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 8 on previous page) 

9. DRPT will develop and submit to DEQ a site-specific ESC plan 
in accordance with the approved erosion and sediment control 
standards and specifications, as required at the time of 
submittal, during final design after funding becomes available 
and incremental improvements are scheduled. All regulated 
land-disturbing activities associated with the Project will be 
covered by the site-specific ESC plan. 

10. DRPT will develop and submit to DEQ a site-specific 
stormwater management (SWM) plan in accordance with the 
approved standards and specifications, as required at the time 
of submittal, during final design after funding becomes 
available and incremental improvements are scheduled. 

11. DRPT will register for coverage under the General VPDES 
Permit for Discharges of Stormwater from Construction 
Activities and develop a Project-specific stormwater pollution 
prevention plan (SWPPP), as required at the time of submittal, 
during final design after funding becomes available and 
incremental improvements are scheduled. 

12. DRPT will consider utilizing permeable paving for parking 
areas and walkways, where practicable, during final design, 
after funding becomes available and incremental 
improvements are scheduled. DRPT will revegetate denuded 
areas, after construction. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

13. The Draft EIS identified the Washington, DC-MD-VA 
marginal ozone nonattainment area in Table 3.6-2 and in 
Figure 3.6-1, and it is reflected in the air quality analysis for the 
Preferred Alternative (refer to Section 5.6 of the Final EIS). 

14. DRPT will take all reasonable precautions during Project 
construction to limit the emissions of VOC and NOx. A 
statement to this effect has been added to Section 5.19 of the 
Final EIS. 

15. Draft EIS Section 4.19.2.3 addresses measures to control 
fugitive dust during construction, including methods outlined 
in 9 VAC 5-50-60 et seq. of the Regulations for the Control and 
Abatement of Air Pollution. Reference to these regulations has 
been added to Section 5.19 of the Final EIS. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

16. If open burning or use of incineration devices are to be used 
during construction, DRPT would comply with 9 VAC 5-130 
et seq. of the Regulations for open burning and coordinate 
with DEQ and local officials to determine whether permits or 
other requirements are applicable. A statement to this effect 
has been added to Section 5.19 of the Final EIS. 

17. DRPT will adhere to limitations on the use of “cut-back” 
during construction consistent with 9 VAC 5-45-780 et seq. A 
statement to this effect has been added to Section 5.19 of the 
Final EIS. 

18. DRPT will adhere to requirements of 9 VAC 5-80, Article 6, 
Permits for New and Modified Sources, for the installation of 
fuel-burning equipment or other air pollution generating 
equipment during construction. A statement to this effect has 
been added to Section 5.19.2.3 of the Final EIS. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

19. Comment noted. DRPT appreciates the list of hazardous 
materials sites provided by the DEQ Division of Land 
Protection and Revitalization (DLPR). As described in Draft 
EIS Section 3.5, a database search was conducted for 
hazardous materials sites within 500 feet of existing or 
proposed rail line. Draft EIS Table 3.5-1 lists the databases 
included in the search and Table 3.5-3 summarizes the sites by 
type within each of the six alternative areas. Maps in Draft EIS 
Appendix O show the locations of the sites and tables in Draft 
EIS Appendix O provide information on individual sites.  As 
noted in Section 3.5.3 of the Draft EIS, the search revealed 1,034 
mapped hazardous materials sites/facilities within the study 
area, most of which (702) are either Petroleum Registered 
Facilities or Petroleum Release Sites. Finally, further 
investigation of hazardous material sites/facilities that could 
potentially be affected by the Project will be completed in a 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) that will occur 
prior to any property acquisition. 

 Final EIS Section 5.5.1 describes potential hazardous materials 
sites impacts based on limits of disturbance for the Preferred 
Alternative, which have been updated since the Draft EIS. 
Appendix M of the Final EIS also provides updated mapping 
of the critical hazardous materials sites in relation to the 
Preferred Alternative limits of disturbance. 

(Responses are continued on next page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

20. to 23. DRPT will comply with the requirements for solid and 
hazardous wastes and hazardous materials specified by DEQ 
during construction. Section 5.5.2 of the Final EIS addresses 
the testing, removal and disposal of solid waste and hazardous 
waste during construction in accordance with the Virginia 
Solid Waste Management Regulations and Virginia 
Hazardous Waste Management Regulations. Prior to the 
acquisition of right-of-way and construction, thorough site 
investigations will be conducted, as required, to determine 
whether any of the sites are contaminated, and, if so, the nature 
and extent of that contamination. Any additional hazardous 
material sites discovered during construction will be removed 
and disposed of in compliance with all applicable federal, 
state, and local regulations. All structures being demolished, 
renovated, and/or removed will be inspected for asbestos 
containing materials (ACM) and lead-based paint (LBP) prior 
to demolition. If ACM or LBP are found, in addition to the 
federal waste-related regulations, state regulations for ACM 
and for LBP will be followed. All necessary remediation will 
be conducted in compliance with applicable federal, state, and 
local environmental laws and will be coordinated with the 
EPA, DEQ, and other federal or state or local agencies as 
necessary. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comments 22 and 23 on previous page) 

24. DRPT will reduce, reuse, and recycle solid waste generated by 
the Project to the extent practicable. See response to comment 
#19 regarding the database search for hazardous materials 
sites reported in the Draft EIS and the Phase I ESA 
investigation that will be conducted prior to any property 
acquisition. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

25. Refer to the referenced attached Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) memorandum (DRPT-
numbered statements #103 through #126) for responses to 
detailed comments that are summarized here. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 25 on previous page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comment 25, refer to pages B-74) 

26. DRPT does not anticipate use of pesticides or herbicides as 
part of Project construction or operating the proposed 
additional intercity passenger trains. As noted in Section 
5.10.3.2 of the Final EIS, during construction, DRPT will reduce 
the likelihood of adverse effects to rare, threatened and 
endangered species, and other wildlife through reseeding of 
disturbed areas with native plants. 



 R E S P O N S E S  T O  S T A T E  A G E N C Y  C O M M E N T S  

  B-77 

 

VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

27. DRPT does not anticipate the need for further coordination 
with DCR concerning the Crow’s Nest Natural Area preserve; 
however, DRPT will coordinate as recommended, if required. 

28. and 29. As noted in Section 5.1.6.3 of the Final EIS, DRPT will 
implement appropriate erosion and sediment control practices 
as required, in accordance with the Virginia Erosion and 
Sediment Control Regulations and the Virginia Stormwater 
Management Law and regulations. 

30. DRPT will coordinate with resource agencies to obtain 
updated sensitive resources information in the event of 
significant changes in Project scope and during final design, 
after funding becomes available and incremental 
improvements are scheduled. 

31. DRPT searched VDGIF’s Virginia Fish and Wildlife 
Information Service (VaFWIS) as part of the Draft EIS 
inventory of wildlife resources (see Draft EIS Section 3.10.5). 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

32. As discussed throughout the Draft and Final EIS documentation, 
the addition of one track will primarily be within the existing 
CSXT right-of-way. DRPT will preserve the continuity of all trail 
crossings by extending the existing crossing over the new track 
(provided in-kind, to the current design specifications). 
Additional vehicle and pedestrian warning devices will be 
modified, as appropriate, for the new track and any change in 
authorized track speed. The details of these will be determined 
during final design after funding becomes available and 
incremental improvements are scheduled. 

 DRPT has not identified any impacts to the trail system which 
would require the addition of a greenway along the corridor 
from Leesylvania State Park to Falmouth as a mitigation 
measure. 

33. Addressing bicyclist and pedestrian safety specifically on the 
East Coast Greenway is beyond the Purpose and Need of the 
DC2RVA Project, however, the DC2RVA Project will address 
and improve, as necessary, bike/pedestrian safety warning 
devices at all public crossings along the DC2RVA rail corridor, 
in keeping with the Project’s Basis of Design and applicable 
FRA, Amtrak, CSXT, and VDOT safety standards. 

34. No property will need to be acquired from Leesylvania State 
Park as part of the Preferred Alternative. 

35. DRPT concurs; scenic rivers are presented in Section 3.1.3.2 of 
the Draft EIS. Potential effects on scenic rivers for the Preferred 
Alternative are presented in Section 5.1.1 of the Final EIS. 

(Responses are continued on next page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

36. Provision of a new shared use path within the railroad right-
of-way is beyond the Purpose and Need of the Project and 
CSXT policies currently do not allow recreational uses within 
their right-of-way. As indicated in Section 5.15.2.2 of the Final 
EIS, all existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities will be 
maintained (provided in-kind) as part of the Build 
Alternatives and will be designed to current safety standards. 
Opportunities for additional bicycle and pedestrian 
accessibility improvements, including updates to facilities to 
meet Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 
requirements, could be incorporated during final design in 
coordination with FRA, after funding becomes available and 
incremental improvements are scheduled. 

37. Replacement requirements for conversion of Section 6(f) lands 
as part of the Preferred Alternative are addressed in Section 
5.14.1 of the Final EIS. As indicated in that section, DRPT does 
not anticipate permanent impacts to Section 6(f) lands for any 
Build Alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative as 
identified in the Final EIS. Temporary impacts during Project 
construction will not require replacement lands. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

38. DRPT will coordinate with DCR regarding bridge design at 
scenic river crossings during final design, after funding 
becomes available and incremental improvements are 
scheduled. As discussed in Section 5.1.1.1 of the Final EIS, new 
bridges will generally reflect the horizontal and vertical 
profiles of existing structures and therefore DRPT anticipates 
that the landscape and viewsheds from scenic rivers will be 
similar in context to existing conditions. 

39. Table 5.14-1 of the Final EIS identifies the permanent and 
temporary impacts of the Preferred Alternative to parkland 
resources. Leesylvania and Widewater State Parks are not 
among the parklands affected by the Preferred Alternative, 
either for temporary or permanent use. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

40. and 41. Close consultation with the Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources (DHR) commenced in November 2014. 
Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act (as amended), DRPT will continue to coordinate all 
cultural resource components with DHR during final design, 
after funding becomes available and incremental 
improvements are scheduled. 

42. Refer to DRPT-numbered statements #129 through #131 for 
detailed lists provided by Virginia Department of Health 
(VDH), and DRPT’s responses. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 42 on previous page) 

43. As noted in Section 5.1.6.3 of the Final EIS, appropriate erosion 
and sediment control practices will be implemented during 
construction in accordance with the Virginia Erosion and 
Sediment Control Regulations and the Virginia Stormwater 
Management Law and regulations. During construction, wells 
within or adjacent to the Project Limits of Disturbance (LOD) 
will be field marked to protect them from accidental damage. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

44. DRPT will coordinate with local utilities to identify potential 
impacts to public water distribution systems or sanitary 
sewage collection systems during final design, after funding 
becomes available and incremental improvements are 
scheduled. 

45. DRPT will contact local health districts to identify locations of 
private wells and sewage systems within the Limits of 
Disturbance during final design, after funding becomes 
available and incremental improvements are scheduled. The 
number of churches and schools within 500 feet of the 
DC2RVA rail line are listed for each jurisdiction in Table 3.11-
5 of the Draft EIS. Among the listed facilities are 13 religious 
facilities and 10 schools within the City of Richmond. 

46. See response to DRPT-numbered statement #45. Prior to 
construction, DRPT will inform local communities regarding 
utility impacts and will develop appropriate measures to 
minimize or mitigate impacts to the community, in 
coordination with local health departments. 

47. During final design, after funding becomes available and 
incremental improvements are scheduled, DRPT will submit 
an application to the local health department to relocate any 
onsite sewage system that will be impacted by construction. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

48. and 49. Build Alternative 3C: Add Two-Track Bypass (East of 
Fredericksburg) was not selected as part of the Preferred 
Alternative (refer to Final EIS Section 4.3.3 for details). For 
Area 3, the Preferred Alternative is Alternative 3B: Add One 
Track East of Existing, which does not involve any Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation (VOF) easements, so DRPT does not 
anticipate any impacts to VOF easements. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

50. During final design, after funding becomes available and 
incremental improvements are scheduled, DRPT will ensure 
Project conformance with applicable performance criteria for 
areas protected by the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act as 
specified in 9VAC 25-830-130 of the Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Area Designation and Management Regulations 
and local ordinances, including minimizing land disturbance 
and impervious cover. 

51. As discussed in Section 5.1.1.1 of the Final EIS, the Project will 
be constructed in accordance with the Virginia Erosion and 
Sediment Control Law (§10.1-560 et seq. of the Code of 
Virginia) and the Stormwater Management Act (§10.1-603. 1 et 
seq. of the Code of Virginia); the terms and conditions of water 
quality permits required by USACE, Virginia DEQ, and 
VMRC; and an erosion and sediment control plan and a SWM 
plan approved by Virginia DEQ. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

52. Refer to the referenced attached Fairfax County letter (DRPT-
numbered statements #136 to #138) for responses to the 
detailed comments that are summarized here. 

53. Refer to the referenced attached Fairfax County Park 
Authority letter (DRPT-numbered statements #139 and #140) 
for responses to the detailed comments that are summarized 
here. 

54. Refer to the referenced attached Fairfax County letter (DRPT-
numbered statements #136 to #138) for responses to the 
detailed recommendations that are summarized here. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 54 on previous page) 

55. Refer to the referenced attached Fairfax County Park 
Authority letter (DRPT-numbered statements #139 and #140) 
for responses to the detailed recommendations that are 
summarized here. 

56. DRPT received and has responded to comments from City of 
Fredericksburg under separate cover; the City’s letter and 
DRPT’s responses are included as part of the Final EIS.   

57. and 58. Refer to the referenced attached Town of Ashland letter 
(DRPT-numbered statements #142 through #195) for 
responses to the detailed comments and recommendations 
that are summarized here. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comments 57 and 58 on previous page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 58, refer to pages B-87) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 58 on page B-87) 

59. Comment noted; DRPT did not receive comments directly 
from the Richmond Regional PDC. 

60. Comment noted; DRPT did not receive comments directly 
from the Crater PDC. 

61. Railroad operators maintain their own environmental 
management systems. For example, Amtrak’s Environmental 
Management System Manual (issued September 2001, revised 
March 2004) and CSX’s Public Safety, Health & Environment 
Management System (https://www.csx.com/index.cfm/ 
responsibility/environment-and-efficiency/environmental-
management-system/) have been designed to ensure 
compliance with environmental regulations and minimize 
environmental impacts. DRPT will consider sustainable 
materials and practices for construction and operation of the 
Project to the extent practicable. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 61 on previous page) 

62. During final design, after funding becomes available and 
incremental improvements are scheduled, DRPT will consider 
incorporating water-reducing measures into facilities design, 
where practicable. Maintenance procedures will be 
determined by the facilities operator following construction. 

63. Final design, after funding becomes available and incremental 
improvements are scheduled, will comply with state and 
federal guidelines and industry standards for energy 
conservation and efficiency. DRPT will consider energy, 
environmental, and sustainability concepts listed in the LEED 
Green Building Rating System for facilities during final design. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 63 on previous page) 

64. and 65. Permit requirements and mitigations are discussed in 
Sections 5.1.5 and 5.1.6 of the Final EIS.  DRPT will continue 
coordination with the federal and state regulatory agencies 
during the final design and construction phases of the Project, 
after funding becomes available and incremental 
improvements are scheduled. For proposed activities that 
impact wetlands and/or surface waters, DRPT will prepare a 
JPA to be submitted to the DEQ, VMRC, USACE and local 
wetland boards. 

66. It is the responsibility of CSXT, as owner of the rail line and 
operator of freight service, to file general erosion and sediment 
control standards and specifications annually with DEQ for 
review and approval. 

67. DRPT will develop site-specific SWM and erosion and 
sediment control plans as part of the Project’s final design 
phase, after funding becomes available and incremental 
improvements are scheduled. DRPT will continue 
coordination at that time with the DEQ and will develop plans 
in accordance with the approved standards and specifications. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 67 on previous page) 

68. Construction activities associated with several of the proposed 
improvement elements will disturb more than one acre of 
land. These improvements include straightening of curves, 
new mainline track and crossovers, station and station area 
improvements, new sidings and signals, and safety 
improvements at grade-crossings. DRPT will develop SWM 
plans for these improvements to be registered for coverage 
under the Virginia Stormwater Management Program General 
Permit for Discharges of Stormwater Activities, during the 
final design phase of the Project, after funding becomes 
available and incremental improvements are scheduled. See 
Sections 5.1.6 and 5.19.2 of the Final EIS. 

69. Demolition and construction activities can result in short-term 
increases in air pollutants. DPRT will minimize potential 
negative effects during construction (through the contractor at 
that time) with the application of appropriate BMP’s. See 
Sections 5.1.6 and 5.19.2 of the Final EIS. 

70. All solid waste, hazardous waste, and hazardous materials 
generated by the Project will be handled and managed in 
accordance with federal, state and local regulations, including 
the Virginia Solid Waste Management Regulations (VSWMR). 
Impacts from the Preferred Alternative to known (or potential) 
hazardous material sites have been identified and discussed in 
Section 5.5 of the Final EIS. 

71. Any asbestos, lead, or contaminated residues generated by 
construction of the Project will be handled in accordance with 
the VSWMR and transported in accordance with the Virginia 
regulations governing the Transportation of Hazardous 
Materials.  DRPT will continue coordination with the DEQ and 
the Virginia Department of Labor and Industry during final 
design, after funding becomes available and incremental 
improvements are scheduled.  See Sections 5.5 and 5.18 of the 
Final EIS. 

72. Any use of lead-based paints during construction will be 
performed in accordance with Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) regulations and with the Virginia 
Lead-Based Paint Activities Rules and Regulations. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 72 on previous page) 

73. Any environmental release (e.g., petroleum, hydraulic fluids, 
etc.) during construction will be immediately remediated on-
site and the appropriate DEQ Regional Office will be 
contacted. 

74. The installation and operation or the relocation/removal of 
any regulated petroleum storage tanks (above ground or 
underground) during construction will be conducted in 
accordance with Virginia Regulations 9 VAC 25-91-10 et seq. 
and/or 9 VAC 25-580-10 et seq. 

75. See responses to DRPT-numbered statements #26, #36, #37 
and #38. 

76. DRPT will continue to coordinate with the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation – State Parks Division, through 
final design, after funding becomes available and incremental 
improvements are scheduled. 

77. DRPT will continue to coordinate with DHR to ensure 
compliance with requirements of Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act. DRPT received notification from 
DHR under separate cover; refer to DHR’s letter, which is 
included as part of the agency responses in the Final EIS. 

78. Final confirmation of all public utilities will be performed 
during the final design phase of the Project, after funding 
becomes available and incremental improvements are 
scheduled. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

79. Build Alternative 3C – Add Two-Track Bypass (East of 
Fredericksburg) was not selected as part of the Preferred 
Alternative. (refer to Final EIS Section 4.3.3 for details). For 
Area 3, the Preferred Alternative is Alternative 3B: Add One 
Track East of Existing. 

80. The DC2RVA Project is conditionally exempt from the 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act regulations. All construction 
will be in accordance with erosion and sediment control 
requirements and water quality protection criteria (see DRPT-
numbered statements #66, #67 and #68 above). 

81. See responses to DRPT-numbered statements #52 through 
#55. 

82. DRPT coordinated with the Town of Ashland throughout 
selection of the Preferred Alternative of the Final EIS. Refer to 
DRPT-numbered statements #142 through #197 for responses 
to comments submitted by the Town. 

83. As part of final design after funding becomes available and 
incremental improvements are scheduled, the sponsoring 
agency will submit a Federal Consistency Determination for 
the recommended Preferred Alternative that analyzes the 
coastal effects of the Project in light of the enforceable policies 
of the Virginia CZMA program and provides commitment to 
comply with those policies. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 83 on previous page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(No comments on this page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

84. The content on this page is included in Section 3 (“Erosion and 
Sediment Control and Stormwater Management”) of DEQ’s 
main letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered statements #8 through 
#11. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 84 on previous page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

85. The content on this page is included in Section 4 (“Air 
Pollution Control”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-
numbered statements #13 through #18. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

86. The content on this page is included in the sections of DEQ’s 
main letter.  Refer to DRPT-numbered statements in the 
following sections:  Section 5 (DRPT-numbered statements #19 
through #24) for hazardous materials and waste; Section 4 
(DRPT-numbered statements #14 through #18) for air 
pollution control; Section 1 for water quality and wetlands 
(DRPT-numbered statements #2 through #4); and Section 3 
(DRPT-numbered statements #8 through #12) for Erosion and 
Sediment Control and Stormwater Management. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

87.  through 93. DRPT appreciates the list of hazardous materials 
sites provided by DLPR. The extent of DLPR’s list (401 sites) is 
comparable to the number of sites identified in Section 3.5.3 of 
the Draft EIS that have the potential to affect the Project, i.e. 
484 sites, including CERCLA, potential or known hazardous 
material releases/contamination, and petroleum release sites.  
Section 5.5 of the Final EIS lists those sites which are within the 
permanent Limits of Disturbance (LOD) of the Preferred 
Alternative; updated mapping of critical hazardous materials 
sites in relation to that LOD are included in Appendix M. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comments 87 through 93, refer to page B-102) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(For response to comment 93, refer to page B-102) 

94. Further evaluation of hazardous sites/facilities, including 
Pollution Complaint cases, that could potentially affect the 
Project, will be completed in a Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment (ESA) prior to property acquisition, if required. At 
that time, Phase I ESA investigators will contact the Tank 
Programs at the DEQ Regional Offices to gather information 
on sites of concern. 

95. As noted in Section 3.5.1 of the Draft EIS, the federal 
government and the Commonwealth of Virginia regulate 
hazardous materials under multiple statutes. Project 
construction and operation will comply with the requirements 
of all applicable federal and state laws and regulations for 
hazardous materials. 

96. This requirement is contained within Section 5 (“Solid and 
Hazardous Wastes and Hazardous Materials”) of DEQ’s main 
letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered statement #21. 

97. This statement is contained within Section 15 (“Pollution 
Prevention”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered 
statement #61. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

98. This content is addressed within Section 3 (“Erosion and 
Sediment Control and Stormwater Management”) of DEQ’s 
main letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered statements #8 through 
#12. 

99. This content is addressed within Section 1 (“Water Quality and 
Wetlands”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered 
statements #2 through #4. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

100. This content is addressed within Section 4 (“Air Pollution 
Control”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered 
statements #13 through #18. 

101. This content is addressed within Section 5 (“Solid and 
Hazardous Wastes and Hazardous Materials”) of DEQ’s 
main letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered statements #19 through 
#24. 

102. This content is addressed within Section 5 (“Solid and 
Hazardous Wastes and Hazardous Materials”) of DEQ’s 
main letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered statements #19 through 
#24. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

103. This topic is covered in Section 7 (“Recreational Resources, 
Scenic Rivers and Byways”) in DEQ’s main letter. Refer to 
DRPT-numbered statement #32.   

104. Viewsheds from the Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail 
have been clarified as sensitive visual resources, where 
applicable; refer to the errata table for the Draft EIS, which is 
Appendix A of the Final EIS. 

105. The requested clarifications have been addressed in the errata 
table for the Draft EIS, which is Appendix A to the Final EIS. 

106. This topic is covered in Section 7 (“Recreational Resources, 
Scenic Rivers and Byways”) in DEQ’s main letter. Refer to 
DRPT-numbered statement #33. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 106 on previous page) 

107. The requested modifications were addressed in the Final EIS.  
The requested clarification has been addressed in the errata 
table for the Draft EIS, which is Appendix A to the Final EIS. 

108. An updated discussion of public health and safety is 
provided in Final EIS Section 5.18. A shared-use path within 
the Project right-of-way is beyond the Purpose and Need of 
the DC2RVA Project. The DC2RVA Project will address 
bike/pedestrian safety at public at-grade crossings along the 
DC2RVA rail corridor, in keeping with the Project’s Basis of 
Design and applicable FRA, Amtrak, CSXT, and VDOT safety 
standards. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 108 on previous page) 

109. This topic is covered in Section 7 (“Recreational Resources, 
Scenic Rivers and Byways”) in DEQ’s main letter. Refer to 
DRPT-numbered statement #34 and #37. 

110. Section 4.2 of the Scoping Report explains that 1,220 of the 
1,614 public scoping letters received were form letters, one 
form letter from Virginians for High Speed Rail, and another 
from the East Coast Greenway Alliance. These letters were 
summarized in the scoping report, and a full response was 
provided for each one. The information from the scoping 
report has been clarified in the Final EIS; refer to the errata 
table for the Draft EIS, which is Appendix A to the Final EIS. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

111. Comment noted. The Preferred Alternative as analyzed in the 
Final EIS is based on construction of 
substructure/foundation for a new two-track rail bridge on 
the S-Line across the James River, parallel and adjacent to the 
existing CSXT James River Bridge connecting to Main Street 
Station, on the downstream (eastern) side; however, the 
Project will only construct a single-track bridge with space to 
add a second track, if required for future capacity. DRPT will 
continue to coordinate with DCR during final design, after 
funding becomes available and incremental improvements 
are scheduled. 

112. and 113. Table 5.10-2 of the Final EIS documents the estimated 
acreage of permanent and temporary impacts of the Preferred 
Alternative to Priority Conservation Areas, which include 
VDCR-DNH-Natural Heritage Plan Conservation Sites and 
Stream Conservation Units, and sites identified in the Priority 
Wildlife Conservation Areas dataset. 

114. The species list for the analyses conducted for the Draft EIS 
was provided by the USFWS on October 19, 2015, prior to 
listing of the Rusty patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis). The 
Final EIS (Section 5.10.3) has been updated to include a 
discussion of the Rusty patched bumble bee. 

115. This recommendation is provided within Section 6 (“Natural 
Heritage Resources”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-
numbered statement #26. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

116. DRPT appreciates the information provided by DCR 
concerning the Marumsco Conservation Site and the fine-
lined emerald (Somatochlora filosa). As noted in Section 
5.10.2.3 of the Final EIS, DRPT anticipates that the proposed 
Project will not adversely affect downstream aquatic species 
with implementation of Best Management Practices, 
including use of silt curtains and limiting overflow from 
dredging equipment, and other erosion and sediment control 
measures. DRPT will continue to work with VDGIF, NMFS, 
and USFWS to develop specific measures for avoidance, 
minimization, and mitigation of impacts to aquatic wildlife 
during final design, after funding becomes available and 
incremental improvements are scheduled. 

117. Information regarding Crow’s Nest Natural Area Preserve 
and its sensitive habitats is presented in Section 3.10.1.2 of the 
Draft EIS. As noted in Section 5.10.1.1 of the Final EIS, the 
Preferred Alternative will avoid direct impacts to existing 
state and county wildlife conservation areas, except for the 
Mattaponi Wildlife Management Area. Potential indirect 
impacts to downstream aquatic habitats are addressed in 
Section 5.20.1.6 of the Final EIS. As noted in Section 5.20.1.7 
of the Final EIS, indirect impacts of the Project can be 
minimized with implementation of temporary and 
permanent stormwater management features and erosion 
and sediment controls. BMPs for avoidance of introducing 
new invasive species and preventing the spread of existing 
populations will also help minimize impacts to downstream 
aquatic habitats. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

118. This recommendation is provided within Section 6 (“Natural 
Heritage Resources”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-
numbered statement #27. 

119. Information regarding the South Fredericksburg Conservation 
Site and the Hazel Run Stream Conservation Unit (SCU), and 
the natural communities associated with these sites is 
presented in Table 3.10-2 of the Draft EIS. Table 5.10-2 of the 
Final EIS documents the estimated acreage of permanent and 
temporary impacts of the Preferred Alternative (as updated 
since the Draft EIS) to Priority Conservation Areas, which 
include VDCR-DNH-Natural Heritage Plan Conservation Sites 
and Stream Conservation Units, and sites identified in the 
Priority Wildlife Conservation Areas dataset. Outside of the 
CSXT right-of-way, approximately 0.04 acres of permanent 
impacts, and 0.35 acres of temporary impacts are anticipated at 
the South Fredericksburg Conservation Site under the 
Preferred Alternative 3B. 

 Refer to DRPT-numbered statement #117 regarding potential 
indirect impacts to downstream aquatic habitats and 
measures to minimize impacts. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 119 on previous page) 

120. Information regarding the South Anna River – Falling Creek 
SCU is presented in Table 3.10-2 of the Draft EIS. Table 5.10-
2 of the Final EIS documents the estimated acreage of 
permanent and temporary impacts of the Preferred 
Alternative to Priority Conservation Areas, which include 
VDCR-DNH-Natural Heritage Plan Conservation Sites and 
Stream Conservation Units, and sites identified in the Priority 
Wildlife Conservation Areas dataset. The estimated acreage 
of impacts to specific Natural Heritage Conservation Sites 
and Stream Conservation Units, are identified in Table 4-7 of 
Appendix M Natural Resources Technical Report of the Draft 
EIS. As noted there, the only impacts to the South Anna River 
– Falling Creek SCU are under Build Alternatives 5C and 5C 
– Ashcake, neither of which were selected as the Preferred 
Alternative. In Area 5, Alternative 5A was selected as the 
Preferred Alternative (refer to Section 4.3.5 of the Final EIS for 
details). 

 The state threatened green floater (Lasmigonia subviridis) is 
identified in Table 3.10-8 of the Draft EIS as being among species 
that may occur within the vicinity of the study area. A 
description of this species is provided in Section 3.10.5.3 of the 
Draft EIS. Potential direct impacts to this species from the 
Preferred Alternative are identified in Table 5.10-6 of the Final 
EIS. Indirect impacts to aquatic habitats, which are addressed in 
Section 5.20.1.6 of the Final EIS, are applicable to downstream 
populations of green floater and other aquatic species. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 120 on previous page) 

121. This recommendation is provided within Section 6 (“Natural 
Heritage Resources”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-
numbered statement #28. 

122. DRPT appreciates the information provided by DCR 
concerning the Laura’s clubtail (Stylurus laurae). The Draft EIS 
analysis of potential Project effects on sensitive species 
focuses on federal and state listed threatened and endangered 
species. Potential Project effects on other wildlife species are 
addressed in Section 5.10.2 of the Final EIS. Other applicable 
impacts analyses in the Final EIS include the discussions of 
impacts to streams (Section 5.1.1), wetlands (Section 5.1.2) 
and water quality (Section 5.1.3). 

123. The Dwarf Wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon) is identified 
in Table 5.10-5 of the Final EIS as having the potential to be 
affected by the Preferred Alternative within Areas 2 through 
5 (i.e. Northern Virginia through Ashland). See response to 
DRPT-numbered statement #28 for a discussion of erosion 
and sediment control, stormwater management, and other 
measures to minimize impacts to aquatic habitats. DRPT will 
coordinate with VDGIF in accordance with the Virginia 
Endangered Species Act during final design and Project 
permitting, after funding becomes available and incremental 
improvements are scheduled. 

124. This recommendation is provided within Section 6 (“Natural 
Heritage Resources”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-
numbered statement #30. 

125. This recommendation is provided within Section 6 (“Natural 
Heritage Resources”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-
numbered statement #31. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 125 on previous page) 

126. This topic and recommendation are addressed within Section 
8 (“State Parks”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-
numbered statement #39. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(No comments on this page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(No comments on this page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

127. DRPT received notification from DHR under separate cover; 
refer to DHR’s letter, which is included as part of the agency 
responses in the Final EIS, for comment/response. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

128. This recommendation is provided within Section 10 (“Public 
Water Supply”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-
numbered statement #44. 

129. DRPT appreciates the list of public groundwater wells 
provided by VDH – Office of Drinking Water. The extent of 
VDH’s list (11 wells within 1.0 mile of the Project site, two of 
which are within 1,000 feet of the rail) is comparable to the 
number of wells identified in Section 5.1.4 of the Final EIS (11 
wells within 1.0 mile of the Project rail line, two of which are 
also within 1,000 feet of the Limits of Disturbance for the 
Preferred Alternative). 

130. DRPT appreciates the list of surface water intakes within a 5-
mile radius of the Project site provided by VDH – Office of 
Drinking Water. Three of the surface water intake systems 
were identified in Section 4.1.4 of the Draft EIS. DRPT has 
recently obtained an updated version (February 2018) of 
VDOT’s Comprehensive Environmental Data and Reporting 
System, which identifies all eight of the surface water intake 
locations within a 5-mile radius of the Project, as identified 
from VDH. The additional five locations are located upstream 
of the Project. This information has been incorporated into 
Section 5.1.4 of the Final EIS. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

131. DRPT appreciates the list of public surface water sources 
within the same watershed as the Project provided by VDH – 
Office of Drinking Water. Hanover Suburban Water System, 
which is identified in Section 5.1.4 of the Final EIS, is the only 
surface water intake within the watershed that is within 5 
miles of the Project. 

132. These recommendations are provided within Section 10 
(“Public Water Supply”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-
numbered statement #43. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

133. This topic and its recommendations are addressed within 
Section 11 (“Septic Tanks and Drainfield Regulations”) of 
DEQ’s main letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered statements #45 
through #47. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

134. This topic and its recommendations are addressed within 
Section 12 (“Open Space”) of DEQ’s main letter. Refer to 
DRPT-numbered statements #48 and #49. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 134 on previous page) 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

135. This topic and its recommendations are addressed within 
Section 13 (“Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas”) of DEQ’s 
main letter. Refer to DRPT-numbered statements #50 and 
#51. 
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VIRGINIA DEQ (continued) 

(Response to comment 135 on previous page) 
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