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~ SUN 11 %75
Directors of Railroad Saifety
Associate Administrator for Safety TB-76-58

Inquirles have been received relative to the applicabilitv to
employees of the Federal Railroad Administration of the
requirements contained in 49 CFR, Part 212, Subpart E—--Elue
Signal Protection cof Vorkmen.

Part 218, Subpart A, Section 218.5(a) is specific in dafining
"Workmen" as railroad employees assigned to inspect, test,

repair or ssrvice rallxroad rolling equipment, or their components
including train brake systers. Excluded arz train or vard

crews. Inasmuch as FRA employees are not railroad employeas,

the regulation is not applicable.

Tachnical Bulletin TB-74~60, Safety Precautions When Haking
Equipment Inspections, issued October 1, 1974, attached hereto,
rYamains appropriate. ALl PRA personnel who verform inscections
of rolling equipment should be fully familiar with the informa-
tion contained therein.
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Inspections made to determine compliance with the Freight Car
Safety Standards can result in greater personal exposure to

the hazards of moving equipment than heretofore experienced in
our inspection activities. Therefore, it is of utmost importance
that Office of Safety personnel remain constantly aware of these
hazards when conducting inspections and take every precaution to
assure a safe working environment.

In this respect, our inspectors must not enter undexr, between
and on locomotives and cars without first assuring that such
equipment will not be subject to movement. Extreme good- judge-
ment must be exercised in determining this assuranceé, not only-
from the safety standeLnt but also to prevent ln_erference
w1th carrier operations.

Inspections of a type that could result in exposure to the
3 hazards of moving equipment should ordinarily be made in con-
‘junction with carrier activities which are being accomplished
under protected conditions. Inspections may be made, for
"example, in conjunction with routine carrier inspections on
arriving or departing trains or cuts of cars and at guch time
as the proper protection is customarily furnished. Such protection
should consist of use of blue flag or blue signal, or locking
of the switches governing entry to the track on which the
inspection is made, or the equivalent.

Under ordinary circumstances, Office -0f Safety personnel must
not requést the carrier to furnish protection solely for the
inspector's benefit. In this same respect, we have no cbjection
to our lnspector avalllng himself of such prouectlon if initiated
by carrier supervisicn. When accepting an offer of protectlon,
the lnspector must request verbal assurance from the carrier
supervisor that the furnishing of proLectvon Wlll not interfere
with the carriexr's operations.
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