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How does this study 
(Phase II) differ from 
the previous (Phase I)?

How is the study 
being funded?

Schedule

The Long Bridge Phase I Study was completed in 
January of 2015 and included a preliminary 
operations plan, visual inspection of the corridor, 
an initial evaluation of existing and future 
capacity needs, and preliminary development of 
eight conceptual alternatives. The Final Report is 
ava i lab le  through DDOT's  webs i te  at :  
http://ddot.dc.gov/publication/final-long-
long-bridge-study.
The Long Bridge Phase II Study, currently 
underway, will expand on the information from 
Phase I to advance the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) process. To streamline key 
NEPA activities, the Phase II Study will  develop a 
draft Purpose and Need Statement, further 
refine conceptual alternatives, and define 
evaluation criteria. The evaluation criteria will be 
used to screen and identify alternatives which 
will be carried forward for analysis in the NEPA 
study. The Long Bridge Phase II Study will also 
include the preliminary identification of 
environmental and sensitive resources within the 
project corridor.

Phase I and Phase II are funded by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grant 
from the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA). 
Phase III will also be funded by FRA through the 
Transportat ion Investment  Generat ing 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.

Phase II Study

Multiagency/Stakeholder 
Development of Long-
Range Service Plan

Public and Agency Update
(Community Meeting #1)

Draft Purpose and Need

Public and Agency Scoping
(Community Meeting #2)

Preliminary Alternatives 
Development/Environmental 
Inventory

Presentation of Draft 
Purpose and Need and 
Preliminary Alternatives
(Community Meeting #3)

Publication of Notice of Intent 
to Prepare an EIS

Fall 2015 — 
Summer 2016

November 2015 —
March 2016

February 10, 2016
(snow date)

Spring 2016

Winter 2016

Spring 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

For more information, please visit the 
project website www.longbridgeproject.com 
or  contact  the Project  Manager at
202-671-2218.

Project comments can be submitted at 
info@longbridgeproject.com or Attn: Anna 
Chamberlin, Project Manager, DDOT, 55 M 
St, SE, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20003.

Contact Us



Where is the study area?

Why is the District Department 
of Transportation (DDOT) 
conducting this study?

The Long Bridge, owned by CSX Transportation 
(CSXT), is the sole railroad bridge connecting 
t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  a n d  t h e 
Commonwealth of Virginia. Constructed in 
1904, the bridge serves freight (CSXT), 
intercity passenger (Amtrak), and commuter 
rail (Virginia Railway Express (VRE)) providers. 
The bridge consists of two railroad tracks over 
the Potomac River and connects three tracks 
on both the north and south sides of the bridge.

The study area, 2.2 miles long, begins in Arlington, Virginia, and extends northeast, along the 
existing rail alignment, in the District of Columbia, east of L'Enfant Station.

The existing bridge does not have adequate 
capacity to meet forecasted freight and 
passenger rail volumes. The Phase II Study will 
evaluate the bridge's long-term capacity and 
improvement needs. DDOT and FRA, in 
partnership with VRE and the Virginia 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT), are planning to advance the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Study to 
address the potential rehabilitation or 
replacement of the Long Bridge.

What is the Long Bridge?
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Study Area Map
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