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This Executive Summary provides an overview of the 
Long Bridge Project’s study process, analysis, and 
impacts. It is not intended to inventory all data and 
analysis, but rather to summarize key findings. 
Readers who are interested in the detailed analysis 
should refer to the full text of the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS).
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W h at i s L o n g Bri d g e ?
  
L o n g Bri d g e i s t h e o nl y r ailr o a d cr o s si n g o v er t h e 

P ot o m a c Ri v er b et w e e n t h e Di stri ct of C ol u m bi a (t h e 

Di stri ct) a n d Vir gi ni a.  C S X Tr a n s p ort a ti o n ( C S X T), a 

Cl a s s I fr ei g ht r ailr o a d, o w n s a n d o p er at e s t h e e xi s ti n g 

t w o-tr a c k r ailr o a d bri d g e. C o n str u ct e d i n 1 9 0 4,  

L o n g Bri d g e s er v e s fr ei g ht, i nt er cit y p a s s e n g er, a n d 

c o m m ut er r ail. C S X T, t h e N a ti o n al R ailr o a d P a s s e n g er 

C or p or a ti o n ( A mtr a k), a n d Vir gi ni a R ail w a y E x pr e s s 

( V R E) c urr e ntl y u s e t h e bri d g e a n d t h e L o n g Bri d g e 

C orri d or. M ar yl a n d Ar e a R e gi o n al C o m m ut er ( M A R C) 

r ail c urr e ntl y t er mi n at e s at W a s hi n gt o n U ni o n St a ti o n 

a n d pl a n s t o e x p a n d i nt o t h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or a n d 

N ort h er n Vir gi ni a. N orf ol k S o ut h er n, al s o a Cl a s s I 

fr ei g ht r ailr o a d, h a s ri g ht s t o u s e L o n g Bri d g e, b ut d o e s 

n ot c urr e ntl y e x er ci s e t h o s e ri g ht s. I n a d di ti o n, L o n g 

Bri d g e i s a c o ntri b u ti n g el e m e nt t o t h e E a st a n d W e st 

P ot o m a c P ar ks Hi st ori c Di stri ct, a n d li e s wit hi n t h e 

vi e ws h e d a n d cr o s s e s o v er t h e G e or g e W a s hi n gt o n 

M e m ori al P ar k w a y ( G W M P), w hi c h i s a u nit of t h e 

N a ti o n al P ar k S er vi c e ( N P S).

W h at i s t h e L o n g  
Bri d g e Pr oj e ct ?

T h e F e d er al R ailr o a d A d mi ni str a ti o n ( F R A) a n d  

t h e Di stri ct D e p art m e nt of Tr a n s p ort a ti o n ( D D O T) 

pr e p ar e d t hi s D EI S f or t h e L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct (t h e 

Pr oj e ct) t o m e et t h e r e q uir e m e nt s of t h e N a ti o n al 

E n vir o n m e nt al P oli c y A ct ( N E P A) of 1 9 6 9 ( 4 2 U S C 

4 3 2 1), t h e C o u n cil o n E n vir o n m e nt al Q u alit y ( C E Q) 

I m pl e m e n ti n g R e g ul a ti o n s f or N E P A, ( 4 0 C F R P art 

1 5 0 0- 1 5 0 8), t h e F R A Pr o c e d ur e s f or C o n si d eri n g 

E n vir o n m e nt al I m p a ct s ( 6 4 F R 2 8 5 4 5), a n d E ffi ci e nt 

E n vir o n m e nt al R e vi e ws f or Pr oj e ct D e ci si o n m a ki n g ( 2 3 

U S C 1 3 9). I n a d di ti o n t o t hi s D EI S, F R A i s pr e p ari n g a 

Dr a ft S e c ti o n 4(f) E v al u a ti o n t o c o m pl y wit h S e c ti o n 

4(f) of t h e U nit e d St at e s D e p art m e nt of Tr a n s p ort a ti o n 

A ct of 1 9 6 6 ( 4 9 U S C 3 0 3).

T h e Pr o p o s e d A c ti o n (r ef err e d t o i n t h e EI S a s t h e 

Pr oj e ct) c o n si st s of p ot e n ti al i m pr o v e m e nt s t o L o n g 

Bri d g e a n d r el at e d r ailr o a d i nfr a str u ct ur e b et w e e n R O 

I nt erl o c ki n g i n Arli n gt o n, Vir gi ni a, a n d L’ E nf a nt ( L E) 

I nt erl o c ki n g n e ar 1 0t h Str e et S W i n t h e Di stri ct (t h e 

Pr oj e ct Ar e a). 

A n i nt erl o c ki n g i s a s e g m e nt of r ailr o a d i nfr a str u ct ur e 
c o m pri s e d of tr a c k, t ur n o ut s, a n d si g n al s li n k e d (i nt erl o c k e d) 
i n a w a y t h at all o w s tr ai n s t o s af el y m o v e fr o m o n e tr a c k t o 
a n ot h er, or a cr o s s tr a c ks, pr e v e n ti n g c o n fli c ti n g tr ai n 
m o v e m e nt s. N ot e t h at t h e pr o p er n a m e of R O I nt erl o c ki n g  
i s “ R O.” It i s n ot a n a cr o n y m.

T h e Pr oj e ct pr o p o s e s t o a d dr e s s r ailr o a d c a p a cit y 

n e e d s i n y e ar 2 0 4 0. It c o n n e ct s l o gi c al t er mi ni, h a s 

i n d e p e n d e nt u tilit y, a n d d o e s n ot r e stri ct 

c o n si d er a ti o n of alt er n a ti v e s f or ot h er r e a s o n a bl y 

f or e s e e a bl e tr a n s p ort a ti o n pr oj e ct s i n t h e ar e a. T h e 

Pr oj e ct i s l o c at e d i n t h e M o n u m e nt al C or e, t h e 

s y m b oli c a n d F e d er al c e nt er of t h e Di stri ct, wit h 

i m p ort a nt vi e w s of n a ti o n all y si g ni fi c a nt c ult ur al 

r e s o ur c e s i n cl u di n g t h e W a s hi n gt o n M o n u m e nt, 

Li n c ol n M e m ori al, a n d ot h er pr o mi n e nt m o n u m e nt s, 

b uil di n g s, a n d l a n d s, a s w ell a s t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er. 

W h a t i s a n EI S ?

N E P A r e q uir e s a g e n ci e s t o i d e ntif y 

e n vir o n m e nt al e ff e ct s of F e d er al a cti o n s. It 

al s o r e q uir e s t h at a g e n ci e s i n v ol v e t h e p u bli c 

i n d e ci si o n- m a ki n g. T hi s all o w s a g e n ci e s t o 

m a k e w ell-i nf or m e d d e ci si o n s. A n EI S 

i d e ntifi e s t h e e ff e ct s a n a cti o n c o ul d h a v e o n 

t h e h u m a n a n d n at ur al e n vir o n m e nt. A n EI S 

al s o i d e ntifi e s m e a s ur e s t o a v oi d, mi ni mi z e, 

or miti g at e p ot e nti al i m p a ct s. Fi n all y, it 

d o c u m e nt s c o m pli a n c e wit h F e d er al, st at e, 

a n d l o c al e n vir o n m e nt al l a w s a n d r e g ul ati o n s. 
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P ot o m a c Ri v er

W a s hi n gt o n 

C h a n n el

Ti d al B a si n

S er vi c e L a y er Cr e dit s:  

p u bli c / G L U P GI S M a p pi n g 

C e nt er, N AI P 2 0 1 6, V H B

F E E TF E E T
0   1, 3 5 0  2, 7 0 0

L E G E N D

L o n g Bri d g e  
 C orri d or

 I nt erl o c ki n g

  Ot h er Bri d g e s

 

 

 
 
 

V R E St a ti o n  

  M etr or ail    
  St a ti o n

 R ailr o a d s

 M etr or ail



T h e p ur p o s e of t h e Pr oj e ct i s t o pr o vi d e a d di ti o n al 

l o n g-t er m r ailr o a d c a p a cit y a n d t o i m pr o v e t h e 

r eli a bilit y of r ailr o a d s er vi c e t hr o u g h t h e L o n g Bri d g e 

C orri d or. C urr e ntl y, t h er e i s i n s u ti ci e nt c a p a cit y, 

r e sili e n c y, a n d r e d u n d a n c y t o a c c o m m o d at e t h e 

pr oj e ct e d d e m a n d i n f ut ur e r ailr o a d s er vi c e s. 

T h e Pr oj e ct i s n e e d e d t o a d dr e s s t h e s e i s s u e s a n d 

t o e n s ur e t h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or c o n ti n u e s t o 

s er v e a s a cri ti c al li n k c o n n e c ti n g t h e l o c al, 

r e gi o n al, a n d n a ti o n al tr a n s p ort a ti o n n et w or k. 

M or e i nf or m a ti o n o n t h e n e e d f or t h e Pr oj e ct i s 

o utli n e d t o t h e ri g ht.

I N S U F FI CI E N T R AI L R O A D C A P A CI T Y

T h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or m ust a c c o m m o d at e c o m bi n e d 

c o m m ut er, i nt ercit y p ass e n g er, a n d fr ei g ht r ailr o a d 

s er vi c es wit h mi ni m al o p er a ti o n al d el a ys n o w a n d i n t h e 

f ut ur e. O p er at ors pl a n t o i n cr e as e p ass e n g er a n d fr ei g ht 

tr ai n v ol u m es a cr oss L o n g Bri d g e b y 1 5 3 p erc e nt b y 2 0 4 0.

F R A a n d D D O T b a s e d e x p e ct e d tr ai n v ol u m e s i n 2 0 4 0 o n 
i n p ut fr o m bri d g e st a k e h ol d er s, i n cl u di n g C S X T, V R E, 
A mtr a k, N orf ol k S o ut h er n, a n d M A R C, a s w ell a s t h e 
c o n c urr e nt W a s hi n gt o n, D C t o Ri c h m o n d S o ut h e a st Hi g h 
S p e e d R ail ( D C 2 R V A) EI S.

S e v er al c o n di ti o ns dri v e t h e f ut ur e d e m a n d f or r ailr o a d 

s er vi c e i n t h e C orri d or, i n cl u di n g p o p ul a ti o n a n d 

e m pl o y m e nt gr o wt h, r o a d w a y c o n g es ti o n, a n d fr ei g ht 

gr o wt h. C a p a cit y c o nstr ai nts at cri ti c al i nfr astr u ct ur e 

c h o k e p oi nts, s u c h as L o n g Bri d g e, li mit s er vi c e e x p a nsi o n. 

T h e c o n ffi g ur a ti o n of t h e e xis ft n g C orri d or als o li mits 

o p er at ors’ a bilit y t o r e c o v er fr o m s er vi c e d el a ys, m a ki n g 

it di ti c ult t o a c c o m m o d at e gr o wt h i n ri d ers hi p a n d o ti er 

r eli a bl e s er vi c e. Pr o vi di n g m or e tr a c ks a n d cr oss o v ers 

w o ul d all o w tr ai ns t o p ass e a c h ot h er. T his w o ul d gi v e 

o p er at ors t h e a bilit y t o e x p a n d s er vi c e a n d r e c o v er fr o m 

d el a ys. Wit h o ut m or e c a p a cit y, t h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or 

w o ul d n ot b e a bl e t o h a n dl e pr oj e ct e d 2 0 4 0 tr ai n 

v ol u m es. T h es e pl a n n e d tr ai n v ol u m es w o ul d c a us e 

u n a c c e pt a bl e s er vi c e a n d r eli a bilit y i m pli c a ti o ns.

I N S U F FI CI E N T R E SI LI E N C Y A N D R E D U N D A N C Y

T h e r ailr o a d n et w or k c urr e ntl y l a c ks r esili e n c y a n d 

r e d u n d a n c y. T his is b e c a us e of t h e n u m b er of tr a c ks 

a n d a bs e n c e of s uit a bl e d et o urs.

Tr a c k C o n ti g ur a ti o n. T h e c urr e nt t w o-tr a c k 

c o n ti g ur a ti o n r e q uir es stri ct s c h e d ul es t o m ai nt ai n 

n or m al o p er a fl o ns i n t h e C orri d or. Sli g ht s c h e d ul e sli ps 

c a n c a us e l ar g e d el a ys t o i nt er cit y tr ai n s er vi c e. T h es e 

d el a ys ar e a d ail y e v e nt i n t h e C orri d or, p ar ti c ul arl y 

b et w e e n t h e Distri ct a n d Al e x a n dri a, Vir gi ni a. T h es e 

d el a ys c a us e c as c a di n g s er vi c e disr u p ti o ns t h at c a n a ti e ct 

t h o us a n ds of tr a v el ers. T h e fr e q u e nt d el a ys a n d c urr e nt 

v ol u m e of c o m m ut er a n d i nt er cit y p ass e n g er tr ai ns i n 

t h e C orri d or a ti e ct C S X T fr ei g ht o p er a ti o ns. T h e y li mit 

C S X T’s a bilit y t o o p er at e d uri n g p e a k p ass e n g er p eri o ds 

a n d hi n d er t h e ti o w of t h e n a fi o n al fr ei g ht n et w or k. 

Fr ei g ht tr ai ns fr e q u e ntl y m ust st o p t o all o w p ass e n g er 

s er vi c e t o p ass t hr o u g h t h e C orri d or. T his a ti e cts t h e 

e ti ci e n c y a n d r eli a bilit y of fr ei g ht m o v e m e nts.

N o Pr a c ti c al D et o urs. Cl osi n g b ot h tr a c ks i n t h e L o n g 

Bri d g e C orri d or i nt err u pts s er vi c e. D uri n g t h es e ti m es, 

V R E c a n n ot o ff er tr ai n s er vi c e b et w e e n Vir gi ni a a n d t h e 

Distri ct; A mtr a k c a n n ot o ff er s er vi c e b et w e e n t h e 

N ort h e ast C orri d or a n d t h e S o ut h e ast; a n d C S X T m ust 

r e dir e ct its tr ai ns h u n dr e ds of mil es.

C O N TI N U E D N E T W O R K C O N N E C TI VI T Y

T h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or pl a ys a n ess e n ti al r ol e i n  

t h e W as hi n gt o n M etr o p olit a n R e gi o n, t h e E ast C o ast 

tr a ns p ort a ti o n n et w or k, a n d t h e n a ti o n al r ailr o a d 

n et w or k. C urr e ntl y, L o n g Bri d g e is a c h o k e p oi nt. It li mits 

n e w p ass e n g er r ailr o a d s er vi c e b et w e e n p o p ul a ti o n 

c e nt ers. It als o li mits a d d e d fr ei g ht s er vi c e al o n g t h e 

E ast er n S e a b o ar d. 

T h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or c o n n e cts i nt er cit y p ass e n g er 

tr ai ns b et w e e n t h e N ort h e ast C orri d or a n d m aj or 

d es ti n a ti o ns i n t h e S o ut h e ast. T h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or 

c o n n e cts t h e Vir gi ni a s u b ur bs t o e m pl o y m e nt c e nt ers i n 

t h e Distri ct’s d o w nt o w n. It als o c o n n e cts t h e Distri ct 

a n d M ar yl a n d t o Cr yst al Cit y i n Arli n gt o n, Vir gi ni a. C S X T 

us es t h e C orri d or as p art of its fr ei g ht n et w or k t o 

c o n n e ct g o o ds a n d c ust o m ers o n t h e E ast er n S e a b o ar d. 

T h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or m ust e as e t h e m o v e m e nt of 

p e o pl e a n d g o o ds, as w ell as c o n n e c ti o ns t o ot h er p arts 

of t h e tr a ns p ort a ti o n n et w or k. R e gi o n al, st at e, a n d l o c al 

tr a ns p ort a ti o n pl a ns, as w ell as r ailr o a d o p er at or pl a ns, 

ass u m e t h e C orri d or will c o n ti n u e t o pl a y t his r ol e i n 

t h e f ut ur e. F R A a n d D D O T b as e d e x p e ct e d tr ai n 

v ol u m es i n 2 0 4 0 o n i n p ut fr o m bri d g e st a k e h ol d ers, 

i n cl u di n g C S X T, V R E, A mtr a k, N orf ol k S o ut h er n, a n d 

M A R C, as w ell as t h e c o n c urr e nt D C 2 R V A EI S.

D o e s t h e e xi sti n g L o n g B ri d g e  

n e e d r e pl a ci n g ?

N o.   C S X T o w n s t h e bri d g e. T h e y i n s p e ct  

all t h eir bri d g e s a n n u all y. C S X T c o m pl et e d  

a r e h a bilit ati o n of L o n g Bri d g e i n O ct o b er 

2 0 1 6. C S X T st at e s t h at t h e y m ai nt ai n  

L o n g Bri d g e i n pr o p er c o n diti o n f or r ailr o a d 

p ur p o s e s a n d t h e bri d g e i s s uffi ci e nt t o 

m e et t h e n e e d s of t h eir fr ei g ht c u st o m er s 

f or t h e f or e s e e a bl e f ut ur e.

W a s hi n gt o n, D C

L o n g B ri d g e 
C o r ri d o r

B alti m o r e

Ri c h m o n d

P hil a d el p hi a

VI R GI NI A

M A R Y L A N D

P E N N S Y L V A NI A

N E W
J E R S E Y

P a s s e n g er R ail

L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or

W h at i s t h e P ur p o s e a n d N e e d 
of t h e L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct ? 

W h y d o e s t h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or n e e d m or e 
c a p a cit y, r e sili e n c y a n d r e d u n d a n c y t o e n s ur e 
c o nti n u e d n et w or k c o n n e cti vit y ? 
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Long Bridge Alternatives 
Development Process

FRA and DDOT conducted a thorough alternatives 
development and screening process to identify the 
Action Alternatives for evaluation in the DEIS. FRA and 
DDOT identified a broad and reasonable range of 
concepts, as well as a No Action Alternative. FRA and 
DDOT examined the results of a pre-NEPA two-phase 
feasibility study, considered input from the agency 

and public outreach process, and coordinated with 
railroad owners and operators (CSXT, Amtrak, and 
VRE). Following initiation of the EIS, FRA and DDOT 
screened these concepts in a two-level process using 
criteria and metrics based on the Project’s Purpose 
and Need statement, in addition to feasibility.

PHASE I  2012-2015 
LONG BRIDGE STUDY
Considered 8 multimodal concepts  
to address the deficiencies of the  
Long Bridge Corridor.

PHASE II 2015-2016 
LONG BRIDGE STUDY
Expanded to 18 concepts that included 
combinations of the following elements:

IDENTIFICATION OF ACTION 
ALTERNATIVES 2018
FRA and DDOT identified Alignment  
Option A and Alignment Option B  
as the two Action Alternatives for 
evaluation in the DEIS. Either  
alternative could accommodate  
a bike-pedestrian crossing.

LEVEL 2 2017-2018 
CONCEPT SCREENING
Two-step screening process. FRA and DDOT  
also considered potential environmental  
impacts and cost, however, they did not use  
these considerations to eliminate concepts.

STEP 1
Considered whether each concept, which varied  
in terms of number of tracks crossing the  
Potomac River, could be designed to meet the 
Purpose and Need and feasibility metrics.

STEP 2
Evaluated 9 four-track alignment options using 
the same Purpose and Need and feasibility 
metrics as in Step 1. Alignments represented full 
range of bridge and track configurations based 
on safety, standards, and minimization of 
right-of-way impacts.

EIS SCOPING PROCESS 2016
Split one concept into two options, 
resulting in 19 concepts that included 
combinations of the elements noted in 
the Phase II Long Bridge Study.

LEVEL 1 2016-2017 
CONCEPT SCREENING
Evaluated 19 concepts for their ability  
to meet the Project Purpose and Need.

Concepts focused on the elements, as 
screening occurred before design and 
engineering development determined 
configurations.

No Action

Bridge 

Tunnel

Two-track crossing

Four-track crossing

Multimodal connections, including  
streetcar, bike-pedestrian crossing,  
and vehicle lanes

No Action

Bridge 

Tunnel

Two-track crossing

Three-track crossing

Four-track crossing

Five-track crossing

Constructing a new railroad corridor  
in a different location

Multimodal connections, including  
streetcar, bike-pedestrian crossing,  
and vehicle lanes

No Action

Bridge 

Tunnel

Two-track crossing

Three-track crossing

Four-track crossing

Five-track crossing

Constructing a new railroad corridor  
in a different location

Multimodal connections, including  
streetcar, bike-pedestrian crossing,  
and vehicle lanes

KEY 
 
Concepts have no engineering design  
or configuration

Concepts that passed Level 1 Screening 
  
Alignment options include potential 
configurations based on engineering

7 concepts passed the Level 1 
Screening and presented to 

public in May 2017

PURPOSE  
AND NEED

FEASIBILITYPURPOSE  
AND NEED

Only a four-track crossing 
met all of the metrics

Evaluated nine track 
alignments for 

four-track crossings

PURPOSE  
AND NEED

FEASIBILITY

PHASE I PHASE II EIS SCOPING PROCESS LEVEL 1 SCREENING LEVEL 2 SCREENING: STEPS 1 & 2
A B

A bike-pedestrian  
crossing could be 

accommodated with  
any alignment option.
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T h e C E Q r e g ul a ti o n s f or i m pl e m e n ti n g N E P A ( 4 0 C F R 

1 5 0 2) r e q uir e t h at F e d er al a g e n ci e s “ u s e t h e N E P A 

pr o c e s s t o i d e n tif y a n d a s s e s s t h e r e a s o n a bl e 

alt er n a ti v e s t o pr o p o s e d a c ti o n s t h at will a v oi d or 

mi ni mi z e a d v ers e e ti e ct s of t h e s e a c ti o n s u p o n t h e 

q u alit y of t h e h u m a n e n vir o n m e nt.” T h e r e g ul a ti o n s 

c all f or a n EI S t o “ri g or o u sl y e x pl or e a n d o bj e c ti v el y 

e v al u at e all r e a s o n a bl e alt er n a ti v e s, a n d f or 

alt er n a ti v e s w hi c h w er e eli mi n at e d fr o m d et ail e d 

st u d y, bri e ti y di s c u s s t h e r e a s o n s f or t h eir h a vi n g  

b e e n eli mi n at e d.” 

N o A c ti o n Alt er n a ffi v e 
T h e C E Q r e g ul a ti o n s r e q uir e c o n si d er a ft o n of a N o 

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e. T hi s alt er n a ti v e r e pr e s e nt s t h e 

c o n di ti o n s t h at w o ul d e xi st i n t h e pl a n ni n g y e ar (i n  

t hi s c a s e, 2 0 4 0) if a pr oj e ct i s n ot i m pl e m e nt e d ( 4 0  

C F R 1 5 0 2. 1 4). W hil e t h e N o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e d o e s 

n ot m e et t h e t h e L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct’s P ur p o s e a n d 

N e e d, it s er v e s a s c o m p ari s o n a g ai n st t h e p ot e n ti al 

i m p a ct s of t h e A c fl o n Alt er n a ti v e s.

T h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or i s p art of a m ul ti m o d al 

tr a n s p ort a ti o n n et w or k t h at c o n si st s of r ailr o a d s, 

tr a n sit, tr ail s ( bi c y cl e a n d p e d e stri a n), a n d r o a d w a ys. 

T h e N o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e i n cl u d e s t h e e xi s ti n g 

tr a n s p ort ati o n n et w or k, pl u s all pr o p o s e d 

tr a n s p ort a fi o n pr oj e ct s wit hi n t h e St u d y Ar e a  

( 0. 2 5 mil e s of t h e e xi s ti n g L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or) 

pl a n n e d f or c o m pl e ti o n b y 2 0 4 0. T h e pr oj e ct s i n cl u d e d 

i n t h e N o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e all h a v e i n d e p e n d e nt 

u fflit y fr o m t h e L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct.

W h at alt er n ati v e s ar e  
e v al u at e d i n t h e EI S ?

Ar e D D O T a n d F R A c o n si d e ri n g  

a bi k e- p e d e s t ri a n c r o s si n g ?

Y e s.  D uri n g t h e alt er n ati v e s d e v el o p m e nt a n d 

s cr e e ni n g pr o c e s s, F R A a n d D D O T e v al u at e d 

m ulti pl e m ulti m o d al tr a n s p ort ati o n o pti o n s, 

i n cl u di n g a bi k e- p e d e stri a n bri d g e wit h 

c o n n e cti o n s t o L o n g Bri d g e P ar k, t h e M o u nt 

V er n o n Tr ail, a n d O hi o Dri v e S W. F oll o wi n g 

s af et y a n d e n gi n e eri n g a n al y si s a n d r ailr o a d 

o p er at or c o or di n ati o n, F R A a n d D D O T 

s el e ct e d a bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g o pti o n o n 

a n i n d e p e n d e nt bri d g e o v er t h e P ot o m a c 

Ri v er. T h e cr o s si n g w o ul d b e l o c at e d b et w e e n 

t h e M etr or ail bri d g e a n d a n e w u p str e a m 

r ailr o a d bri d g e. F R A a n d D D O T ar e c o n si d eri n g 

t hi s cr o s si n g a s p ot e nti al miti g ati o n f or 

i m p a ct s t o pr o p erti e s pr ot e ct e d u n d er 

S e cti o n 4(f) of t h e U S D O T A ct of 1 9 6 6. 

S e e p a g e 2 2 f or m or e i nf or m ati o n.

1  “ A F ” a n d “ R O ” ar e t h e pr o p er n a m e s of  
t h e i nt erl o c ki n g s. T h e y ar e n ot a cr o n y m s.

2 T h e Vir gi ni a A v e n u e T u n n el i s n ot wit hi n 
t h e St u d y Ar e a, b ut dir e ctl y r el at e s t o t h e 
o p er ati o n s a n d i nfr a str u ct ur e of t h e c orri d or 
a n d t h er ef or e w a s i n cl u d e d a s p art of t h e  
N o A cti o n Alt er n ati v e I nfr a str u ct ur e.

L’ E N F A N T N O R T H A N D S O U T H

S T O R A G E T R A C K S

V R E | V R E L’ E nf a nt St a ff o n ( D C)

C o n v ert e xi sti n g si d e tr a c k s at V R E 
L’ E nf a nt St ati o n t o st or a g e tr a c k s w hil e 

p er m a n e nt Mi d d a y St or a g e F a cilit y   
i s u n d er c o n str u cti o n.

2 0 1 9

V R E L’ E N F A N T S T A TI O N   
I M P R O V E M E N T S

V R E | V R E L’ E nf a nt St ati o n ( D C)

Cr e at e a n i sl a n d pl atf or m a n d all o w f or 
si m ult a n e o u s b o ar di n g of t w o tr a c k s at 
L’ E nf a nt St ati o n, a n d e xt e n d a n d wi d e n 

pl atf or m t o a c c o m m o d at e ei g ht- c ar 
tr ai n s a n d a f ut ur e f o urt h tr a c k.

2 0 2 4

VI R GI NI A A V E N U E T U N N E L 2

C S X T | U n d er Vir gi ni a A v e n u e S E b et w e e n  
2 n d Str e et S E a n d 1 1t h Str e et S E ( D C)

R e pl a c e e xi sti n g t u n n el wit h t w o n e w 
t u n n el s c a p a bl e of a c c o m m o d ati n g 
d o u bl e- st a c k i nt er m o d al fr ei g ht tr ai n s.

2 0 1 8

F O U R T H T R A C K L’ E N F A N T ( L E) 
T O VI R GI NI A ( V A) I N T E R L O C KI N G

V R E | 1 2t h Str e et E x pr e s s w a y t o 3r d Str e et  
S W ( D C)

Pr o vi d e a d diti o n al m ai n tr a c k b et w e e n  
t h e  L E a n d V A I nt erl o c ki n g i n D C.

2 0 2 3

F O U R T H T R A C K F R O M A F  
T O R O I N T E R L O C KI N G 1

Vir gi ni a D e p art m e nt of R ail a n d P u bli c 
Tr a n s p ort a ti o n  | Arli n gt o n a n d Al e x a n dri a, V A

A d d a f o urt h tr a c k fr o m t h e A F  
t o R O I nt erl o c ki n g, wit h a s s o ci at e d 
i m pr o v e m e nt s t o R O I nt erl o c ki n g,  
a s p art of c orri d or- wi d e u p gr a d e s t o 
s u p p ort hi g h er o p er ati n g s p e e d s.

2 0 2 5

B O U N D A R Y C H A N N E L  
D RI V E I N T E R C H A N G E

Arli n gt o n C o u nt y  |  B o u n d ar y C h a n n el 
Dri v e /I- 3 9 5 I nt er c h a n g e i n Arli n gt o n, V A

R e d e si g n a n d r e c o n str u cti o n of L o n g 
Bri d g e Dri v e i nt er c h a n g e wit h I- 3 9 5 a n d 

B o u n d ar y C h a n n el Dri v e t o i n cr e a s e 
s af et y a n d b ett er a c c o m m o d at e 

m ulti m o d al tr a n s p ort ati o n.

2 0 2 1

P L A N N E D R AI L R O A D P R O J E C T S

C O M P L E T E

P L A N N E D R O A D W A Y P R O J E C T S

Pr oj e ct s i n cl u d e d i n t h e  

N o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e
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LEGEND

   New or Replaced Track

   Existing Track

1 2

 

LEGEND

   New or Replaced Track

   Existing Track

1 2
3

A new two-track bridge over the GWMP
 
A new two-track bridge over the Potomac River

Two new, separate, two-track bridges over I-395

A new four-track bridge over Ohio Drive SW

A new four-track bridge over the Washington Channel

A new four-track bridge over Maine Avenue SW

1

2

3

4

5

6

3 4
5 6

4 5 6
7

Action Alternative A

Action Alternative B

Two new, separate, two-track bridges over the GWMP  
(current bridge replaced) 

New separate two track bridge over the Potomac

Replace existing Long Bride with new two-track bridge

Two new, separate, two-track bridges over I-395

A new four-track bridge over Ohio Drive SW

A new four-track bridge over the Washington Channel

A new four-track bridge over Maine Avenue SW

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Potomac River

Potomac River
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A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A w o ul d c o n str u ct a n e w t w o-tr a c k 

r ailr o a d bri d g e o v er t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er a n d t h e 

G W M P b et w e e n t h e e xi s ti n g r ailr o a d bri d g e a n d t h e 

M etr or ail Bri d g e. It w o ul d e x p a n d t h e L o n g Bri d g e 

C orri d or fr o m t w o t o f o ur tr a c k s, i n cl u di n g all 

n e c e s s ar y i nfr a str u ct ur e i m pr o v e m e nt s fr o m R O 

I nt erl o c ki n g i n Arli n gt o n, Vir gi ni a t hr o u g h L E 

I nt erl o c ki n g i n t h e Di stri ct. T hi s alt er n a ti v e w o ul d 

r et ai n t h e e xi s ti n g L o n g Bri d g e o v er t h e P ot o m a c 

Ri v er a s w ell a s t h e r ailr o a d bri d g e o v er t h e G W M P. 

At t h e s o ut h er n e n d of t h e Pr oj e ct, A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A 

w o ul d a d d t w o tr a c ks t o t h e e xis ti n g C orri d or a n d ti e i nt o 

t h e f o ur tr a c ks at R O I nt erl o c ki n g pr o p os e d b y t h e 

c o n c urr e nt D C 2 R V A pr oj e ct. T his alt er n a ti v e w o ul d 

c o nstr u ct a n e w t w o-tr a c k r ailr o a d bri d g e o v er t h e G W M P 

w hil e r et ai ni n g t h e e xis ti n g bri d g e. T h e n e w t w o-tr a c k 

bri d g e cr ossi n g w o ul d c o n ti n u e o v er t h e M o u nt V er n o n 

Tr ail ( M V T), P ot o m a c Ri v er, a n d O hi o Dri v e S W.

A ti er cr o s si n g t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er a n d O hi o Dri v e S W, 

t h e C orri d or w o ul d c o n ffi n u e t hr o u g h E a st P ot o m a c 

P ar k, cr o s si n g o v er t h e p ort al t o t h e M etr or ail Y ell o w 

Li n e t u n n el wit h a n e w t w o-tr a c k bri d g e. A ti er cr o s si n g 

t h e M etr or ail P ort al, A c ft o n Alt er n a ti v e A w o ul d 

c o n ti n u e wit h f o ur tr a c ks a cr o s s E a st P ot o m a c P ar k,  

t h e W a s hi n gt o n C h a n n el, a n d M ai n e A v e n u e.

T h e f o ur tr a c ks w o ul d c o n ti n u e u n d er n e at h M ar yl a n d 

A v e n u e S W. Fr o m M ar yl a n d A v e S W, t h e tr a c ks w o ul d 

tr a v el al o n g t h e e xis ti n g C orri d or u n d er n e at h 1 2t h 

Str e et S W a n d t h e 1 2t h Str e et E x pr e s s w a y. N e ar 

L’ E nf a nt Pl a z a S W t h e tr a c ks w o ul d ti e i nt o t h e f o ur 

tr a c ks pr o p os e d at L E I nt erl o c ki n g i n a s e p ar at e pr oj e ct 

b y V R E. T hr o u g h o ut t h e C orri d or, A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A 

w o ul d c o nstr u ct a n d r e c o nstr u ct r el at e d i nfr astr u ct ur e 

li k e r et ai ni n g w alls a n d e m b a n k m e nts a n d r e gr a d e a n d 

r e ali g n t h e e xis fl n g tr a c ks as n e c ess ar y.

Si mil ar t o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A, A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e B 

w o ul d c o n str u ct a n e w t w o-tr a c k r ailr o a d bri d g e o v er 

t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er a n d t h e G W M P b et w e e n t h e 

e xi s ti n g r ailr o a d bri d g e a n d t h e M etr or ail Bri d g e. 

H o w e v er, A c ti o n Alt er n a fi v e B w o ul d al s o r e pl a c e t h e 

e xi s ti n g L o n g Bri d g e a n d t h e r ailr o a d bri d g e o v er t h e 

G W M P r at h er t h a n k e e pi n g t h o s e bri d g e s. I n a d di ti o n 

t o r e pl a ci n g t h e bri d g e o v er t h e G W M P a n d L o n g 

Bri d g e, A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e B w o ul d e x p a n d t h e L o n g 

Bri d g e C orri d or fr o m t w o t o f o ur tr a c ks i n t h e s a m e 

m a n n er a s A c ff o n Alt er n a ff v e A.

A cti o n Alt er n ati v e A  A cti o n Alt er n ati v e B

B RI D G E S T R U C T U R E T Y P E S

I n b ot h of t h e A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e s, t h e n e w bri d g e( s) 

w o ul d b e eit h er a st e el d e c k gir d er bri d g e or a st e el 

t hr o u g h gir d er bri d g e. T h e s e bri d g e t y p e s ar e c o m m o n 

r ailr o a d bri d g e str u ct ur e s u s e d i n t h e U nit e d St at e s.

A  s t e el d e c k gi r d e r b ri d g e  

i s c o m p o s e d of a c o n cr et e d e c k c arri e d 

o n m ulti pl e l e n gt h wi s e st e el pl at e gir d er s 

a n d cr o s s fr a m e s. 

A s t e el t h r o u g h gi r d e r b ri d g e   

i s c o m pri s e d of t w o l e n gt h wi s e gir d er s 

s p a n n e d b y fl o or b e a m s.

T o a c hi e v e a f o ur-tr a c k c orri d or, eit h er A cti o n 

Alt er n ati v e w o ul d r e q uir e t h e d e m oliti o n of s o m e 

e xi sti n g cr o s si n g s t hr o u g h t hi s ar e a a n d w o ul d 

c o n str u ct s e v er al n e w bri d g e s.  
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F R A a n d D D O T s el e ct e d A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A  a s t h e 

Pr ef err e d Alt er n a ti v e f or t h e Pr oj e ct a ti er c o n si d eri n g 

t h e P ur p o s e a n d N e e d of t h e Pr oj e ct; p ot e n ti al 

s h ort-t er m a n d l o n g-t er m b e n e tit s a n d i m p a ct s; 

p u bli c a n d a g e n c y c o m m e nt s; a n d c o st s of t h e 

Alt er n a ti v e s. W h e n c o m p ar e d t o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e B, 

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A  w o ul d h a v e f e w er i m p a ct s, a 

s h ort er c o n str u c ti o n d ur a ti o n, a n d a l o w er c a pit al 

c o st.  I n a d di ffi o n, a r e pl a c e m e nt bri d g e w o ul d pr o vi d e 

mi ni m al o p er a ti o n al b e n e ftt s c o m p ar e d t o t h e 

e xi s ti n g L o n g Bri d g e. 

N O A C TI O N  
A L T E R N A TI V E

A C TI O N A L T E R N A TI V E 
A

A C TI O N A L T E R N A TI V E 
B

S U P P O R T F O R P U R P O S E A N D N E E D

C a p a cit y: Eli mi n at e s/ pr e v e nt s o p er ati o n al b ottl e n e c k N o Y e s Y e s

N et w or k C o n n e cti vit y: F a cilit at e s a c c e s s t o e xi sti n g 
st ati o n s, n o d e s, fr ei g ht n et w or k, a n d tr ai n s N o Y e s Y e s

R e sili e n c y a n d R e d u n d a n c y: F a cilit at e s c o nti n u e d 
o p er ati o n s d uri n g pl a n n e d m ai nt e n a n c e or  
e m er g e n c y c o n diti o n s

N o Y e s Y e s

C A PI T A L C O S T S A N D C O N S T R U C TI O N D U R A TI O N

E sti m at e d C a pit al C o st s - A p pr o x. $ 1. 9 billi o n A p pr o x. $ 2. 8 billi o n

C o n st r u cti o n D u r ati o n - A p pr o x. 5 y e ar s
A p pr o x. 8 y e ar s a n d  

3 m o nt h s

P ot e n ti al N o n- E n vir o n m e nt al B e n e tit s a n d C o st s of t h e Alt er n a ti v e s

W h at i s F R A a n d D D O T’s 
Pr ef err e d Alt er n ati v e ? 

F R A a n d D D O T s el e ct e d  

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A   

a s t h e Pr ef err e d Alt er n a ti v e  

f or t h e Pr oj e ct.

A c fl o n Alt er n a ti v e B

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A
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F R A a n d D D O T d e v el o p e d t h e c o n str u c ti o n m et h o d s, 

a c c e s s a n d st a gi n g l o c a ti o n s, a n d o v er all c o n str u c ti o n 

s c h e d ul e t o u n d erst a n d h o w t h e Pr oj e ct c o ul d 

c o n str u ct t h e A cti o n Alt er n ati v e s w hil e m ai nt ai ni n g 

t w o r ailr o a d tr a c ks i n o p er a ti o n t hr o u g h o ut 

c o n str u c ti o n. T hi s i nf or m a ti o n pr o vi d e s t h e b a si s f or 

t h e e v al u a ti o n of p ot e n ti al e n vir o n m e nt al i m p a ct s 

d uri n g c o n str u c ti o n. T h e a d di ti o n of t w o tr a c ks al o n g 

t h e C orri d or w o ul d si g ni ti c a ntl y i m p a ct s e v er al 

str u ct ur e s. T h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or c o nt ai n s si x 

e xi s ti n g u n d er gr a d e bri d g e s, f o ur e xi s ti n g o v er gr a d e 

bri d g e s a n d vi a d u ct s, a n d o n e p e d e stri a n bri d g e a s 

w ell a s L o n g Bri d g e. Ot h er w or k t hr o u g h t h e C orri d or 

w o ul d i n cl u d e r e c o n ffi g uri n g e xi s ti n g tr a c ks, i n st alli n g 

tr a c k t ur n o ut s, i n st alli n g n e w c o m m u ni c a ft o n a n d 

si g n al e q ui p m e nt, c o m pl e ti n g dr ai n a g e m o di ti c a ti o n s, 

a n d c o n str u c ti n g s e v er al t h o u s a n d li n e ar f e et of 

r et ai ni n g w all s al o n g t h e r ailr o a d ali g n m e nt. T h e 

f oll o wi n g c o n str u c ti o n m et h o d s w o ul d b e u s e d f or t h e 

c o n str u c ti o n of t h e A c ti o n Alt er n a fl v e s.

P H A S E D C O N S T R U C TI O N

N e w bri d g e s i n t h e C orri d or w o ul d i n cl u d e b ot h st e el 

t hr o u g h gir d er a n d st e el d e c k gir d er str u ct ur e s. 

C o ntr a ct ors w o ul d c o n str u ct t h e t hr o u g h gir d er 

str u ct ur e s o ti- sit e. D e c k gir d er str u ct ur e s all o w f or 

o n- sit e p h a s e d c o n str u c ti o n, w hi c h c o ntr a ct ors w o ul d 

c o m pl et e i n t hr e e p h a s e s t o m ai nt ai n t w o tr a c ks i n 

o p er a ti o n at all ti m e s ( e x c e pt f or 1- t o 2- h o ur-l o n g 

pl a n n e d s h ut d o w n s f or a c ti vi ti e s t h at cr e ws c a n n ot 

H o w w o ul d t h e A cti o n 
Alt er n ati v e s b e b uilt ?

 

L E G E N D

    Alt er n a fi v e A a n d B P er m a n e nt Li mit s of Di st ur b a n c e

    Alt er n a ti v e A a n d B T e m p or ar y Li mit s of Di st ur b a n c e

    Alt er n a ti v e B A d di ti o n al P er m a n e nt Li mits of Dist ur b a n c e

    Alt er n a ti v e B A d di ff o n al T e m p or ar y Li mits of Dist ur b a n c e

    T e m p or ar y Fi n g er Pi er

    T e m p or ar y M o u nt V er n o n Tr ail R el o c a ff o n

P ot e n ti al C o nstr u c ti o n A c c ess  
a n d St a gi n g L o c a ti o ns

c o n d u ct o v er li v e tr a c ks). T h e I- 3 9 5, O hi o Dri v e S W, 

W a s hi n gt o n C h a n n el, a n d M ai n e A v e n u e S W bri d g e s 

w o ul d all r e q uir e p h a s e d c o n str u c ti o n.

C O N S T R U C TI O N O N L A N D

C o nstr u c ti n g t h e str u ct ur es o v er l a n d —t h e G W M P, I- 3 9 5, 

O hi o Dri v e S W, a n d M ai n e A v e n u e S W — w o ul d r e q uir e 

tr a ti c c o ntr ol t o a d dr ess t h e hi g h tr a ti c v ol u m e r o a d w a ys 

n e ar t h e bri d g es w hil e all o wi n g f or c o n ti n u e d visit or 

a c c ess a n d s af e w or k z o n es a n d w or k er pr ot e c ti o n. T h e 

tr a ti c c o ntr ol m e as ur es t o b e i m pl e m e nt e d w o ul d i n cl u d e 

l a n e s hi tis, i nt er mi ti e nt l a n e cl os ur es pri m aril y d uri n g 

ni g h tti m e h o urs f or c o nstr u c ti o n v e hi cl e a c c ess, a n d s h ort 

d ur a ti o n tr a ffi c st o p p a g es t o all o w f or cri ti c al c o nstr u c ti o n 

o p er a ti o ns s u c h as t h e er e c ti o n of bri d g e c o m p o n e nts  

i n a s af e m a n n er.

C O N S T R U C TI O N O V E R W A T E R

C o nstr u c ti n g str u ct ur es o v er t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er a n d 

W as hi n gt o n C h a n n el w o ul d r e q uir e b ar g es t o st or e a n d 

ass e m bl e m at eri als, t o d eli v er l a b or a n d e q ui p m e nt, a n d 

t o s u p p ort v ari o us c o nstr u c ti o n a c ti vi ti es. Cr e ws w o ul d 

pl a c e b ar g es at e a c h pi er f or c o nstr u c ti o n p ur p os es as 

w ell as d o w nstr e a m f or st a gi n g. T h e c o nstr u c ti o n of 

t e m p or ar y fi n g er pi ers o n e a c h s h or e w o ul d all o w cr e ws 

t o r e c ei v e m at eri als a n d e q ui p m e nt fr o m t h e b ar g es. 

Cr e ws w o ul d er e ct s u p erstr u ct ur es o v er w at er wit h 

cr a n es o n b ar g es. C o nstr u c ti o n of t h e pi ers a n d s o m e 

a b ut m e nts w o ul d r e q uir e w at er ti g ht e n cl os ur es, w hi c h 

w o ul d i n v ol v e e x c a v a ti n g t h e ri v er b o tt o m. 

H o w l o n g w o ul d i t t a k e t o b uil d t h e  

A c ti o n Al t e r n a ti v e s ?

W hil e all ot h er w or k i n A cti o n Alt er n ati v e B 

w o ul d b e t h e s a m e a s A cti o n Alt er n ati v e A, 

r e pl a ci n g t h e e xi sti n g bri d g e o v er t h e G W M P 

a n d t h e e xi sti n g L o n g Bri d g e w o ul d a d d 

a p pr o xi m at el y 3 y e ar s 3 m o nt h s t o t h e 

c o n str u cti o n s c h e d ul e. 

T h e e sti m at e d c o n str u cti o n d ur ati o n s ar e 

b a s e d o n a s s u m e d w or k h o ur s, sit e 

c o m pl e xiti e s, a n d p h a s e d c o n str u cti o n.

A cti o n Alt er n ati v e  A: a p pr o x. 5 y e ar s

A cti o n Alt er n ati v e B: a p pr o x. 8 y e ar s 3 m o nt h s
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Tr ai n o p er at ors pl a n t o s u bst a n ti all y i n cr e a s e t h e 

n u m b er of tr ai n s r u n ni n g i n t h e C orri d or b y 2 0 4 0. T o 

i nf or m t h e e v al u a ti o n of alt er n a ti v e s a n d t h eir 

e n vir o n m e nt al i m p a ct s, F R A a n d D D O T c o or di n at e d 

wit h t h e tr ai n o p er at ors t o u n d erst a n d t h e n u m b er of 

tr ai n s t h at w o ul d r u n i n t h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or wit h 

t h e N o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e a n d A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e s. 

C urr e ntl y, V R E a n d A mtr a k o p er at e tr ai ns a cr oss L o n g 

Bri d g e u n d er a n a gr e e m e nt wit h t h e bri d g e o w n er, 

C S X T. T h e a gr e e m e nt s p e ci ti es a m a xi m u m n u m b er of 

tr ai ns e a c h o p er at or c a n r u n p er d a y t hr o u g h t h e L o n g 

Bri d g e C orri d or. F or t h e N o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e, w hi c h 

w o ul d n ot i n cr e as e t h e c a p a cit y of t h e C orri d or, F R A a n d 

D D O T c o n tir m e d wit h C S X T t h at t h e y w o ul d n ot 

r e n e g o ti at e t h e a gr e e m e nts wit h t h e r ailr o a d o p er at ors 

t o gi v e t h e m a d di ti o n al sl ots. T his is b e c a us e C S X T 

n e e ds t o m ai nt ai n e n o u g h c a p a cit y o n t h e bri d g e t o 

m e et its fr ei g ht n et w or k d e m a n ds. T h er ef or e, i n t h e N o 

A c ffi o n Alt er n a ti v e e a c h o p er at or w o ul d r u n t h e 

m a xi m u m n u m b er of tr ai ns all o w e d u n d er t h e c urr e nt 

a gr e e m e nt wit h C S X T, w hil e C S X T w o ul d c o n ft n u e t o a d d 

tr ai ns as n e e d e d wit hi n t h e a v ail a bl e c a p a cit y li mits. 

H o w m a n y tr ai n s will r u n i n t h e  
L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or i n t h e f ut ur e ?  

Tr ai n o p er at or s pl a n t o s u b st a nti all y 

i n cr e a s e t h e n u m b er of tr ai n s r u n ni n g 

i n t h e c orri d or b y 2 0 4 0.

T R AI N O P E R A T O R
C U R R E N T N U M B E R O F 

T R AI N S P E R D A Y 1

N U M B E R O F T R AI N S P E R 
D A Y WI T H T H E N O A C TI O N 

A L T E R N A TI V E 2

N U M B E R O F T R AI N S P E R 
D A Y WI T H T H E A C TI O N  

A L T E R N A TI V E S 3

V R E 3 4 4 3 8 9 2

M A R C 0 0 8

A M T R A K/ D C 2 R V A 2 4 2 6 4 4

C S X T 1 8 4 2 4 2

N O R T H E R N S O U T H E R N 0 6 6

T O T A L 7 6 1 1 2 1 9 2

1 Tr ai n v ol u m e s ar e b a s e d o n e xi s ti n g o p er a ti o n a gr e e m e nt s a n d w er e c o n tir m e d b y tr ai n o p er at ors.

2  Pl a n ni n g y e ar 2 0 4 0 N o A c ti o n tr ai n v ol u m es w er e est a blis h e d b as e d o n t h e c o n c urr e nt D C 2 R V A EI S, R ail S er vi c e Gr o wt h i n t h e N o B uil d 
Alt er n a ti v e, T a bl e 2. 5- 2, h ti p:// w w w. d c 2r v ar ail. c o m/ til es/ 5 3 1 5/ 0 4 1 2/ 9 0 8 6/ C h a pt er _ 0 2 _ Alt er n a fl v es _ D C 2 R V A _ D EI S. p df, a n d c o n tir m e d b y 
bri d g e st a k e h ol d ers. T h e i nfr astr u ct ur e ass u m e d f or t h e N o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e m a y b e a bl e t o a c c o m m o d at e t h e pr oj e ct e d i n cr e as e d n u m b er  
of tr ai n s ( 1 1 2 tr ai n s p er d a y). T h e o p er a ti o n s si m ul a ti o n c o n d u ct e d d uri n g t h e P h as e II St u d y e v al u at e d t h e N o A c ti o n i nfr astr u ct ur e s c e n ari o 
a g ai n st o p er at or pl a ns ( 1 9 2 tr ai n s p er d a y). T his r es ult e d i n f at all y p o or r es ults t h at w er e o p er a fi o n all y u n a c c e pt a bl e f or b ot h p ass e n g er a n d 
fr ei g ht o p er a ti o n s.

3  Pl a n ni n g y e ar 2 0 4 0 pl a n n e d tr ai n v ol u m e s w er e e st a bli s h e d b a s e d o n i n p ut fr o m bri d g e st a k e h ol d ers, i n cl u di n g C S X T, V R E, A mtr a k, N orf ol k 
S o ut h er n, a n d M A R C, a s w ell a s t h e c o n c urr e nt D C 2 R V A EI S.

4  T h e c urr e nt n u m b er of V R E tr ai n s p er d a y i n cl u d e s n o n-r e v e n u e m o v e m e nt s.

T h e tr ai n v ol u m e s i n t h e N o A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e ar e 

si g ni ti c a ntl y l o w er t h a n t h e v ol u m e s a n ff ci p at e d i n t h e 

o p er at ors’ l o n g-r a n g e pl a n s. O p er a ff o n s m o d eli n g 

c o n d u ct e d d uri n g t h e P h a s e II L o n g Bri d g e St u d y 

s h o w e d t h at t h e t w o-tr a c k C orri d or i n t h e N o A c ti o n 

Alt er n a ti v e c o ul d n ot h a n dl e f ut ur e tr ai n v ol u m e s 

pl a n n e d b y t h e o p er at ors ( 1 9 2 tr ai n s p er d a y). T h e 

o p er a ti o n s si m ul a ti o n di d n ot e v al u at e w h et h er t h e 

e xi s ti n g i nfr a str u ct ur e c o ul d h a n dl e 1 1 2 tr ai n s p er d a y. 

Wit h t h e A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e s, t h e o p er at ors w o ul d r u n 

m or e tr ai n s b a s e d o n t h eir l o n g-r a n g e pl a n s, a s m or e 

c a p a cit y w o ul d b e a v ail a bl e. F R A a n d D D O T b a s e d t h e 

pl a n ni n g y e ar 2 0 4 0 tr ai n v ol u m e s o n i n p ut fr o m t h e 

r ailr o a d o p er at ors. 

B y 2 0 4 0, t h e A cti o n Alt er n ati v e s w o ul d i n cr e a s e t h e 

n u m b er of p a s s e n g er a n d fr ei g ht tr ai n s r u n ni n g i n 

t h e C orri d or b y 1 5 3 p er c e nt c o m p ar e d t o t o d a y.
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W hil e a bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g i s n ot p art of t h e 

P ur p o s e a n d N e e d f or t h e L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct, D D O T 

a n d F R A e x pl or e d t h e p ot e n ti al o p p ort u nit y t o 

a c c o m m o d at e c o n n e c ti o n s wit hi n t h e p e d e stri a n a n d 

bi c y cl e n et w or k i n t h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or. A cr o s si n g 

w o ul d pr o vi d e a n i m p ort a nt c o n n e c ti o n wit hi n t h e 

r e gi o n al tr ail s yst e m, li n ki n g Cr yst al Cit y i n Arli n gt o n, 

Vir gi ni a, a n d t h e Di stri ct vi a L o n g Bri d g e P ar k a n d E a st 

P ot o m a c P ar k. N P S, t h e O ti ci al wit h J uri s di c ti o n o v er 

s e v er al p ar ks i m p a ct e d b y t h e Pr oj e ct, a gr e e d t h at a 

bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g c o ul d p ot e n ti all y s er v e a s 

S e c ti o n 4(f) mi ti g a ti o n f or t h e i m p a ct s. 

F R A a n d D D O T d e v el o p e d, a n al yz e d, a n d s cr e e n e d 

s e v er al bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g o p ti o n s. D uri n g t hi s 

pr o c e s s, F R A a n d D D O T s o u g ht i n p ut fr o m t h e p u bli c 

a n d a g e n ci e s. T h e y al s o st u di e d w a ys t o s af el y pr o vi d e 

a cr o s si n g al o n g si d e a h e a vil y u s e d c orri d or i n t h e 

M o n u m e nt al C or e of t h e n a ti o n’s c a pit al. 

F R A a n d D D O T i d e n ti ti e d a n i n d e p e n d e nt bi k e-

p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g a s pr o p o s e d S e c ffi o n 4(f) 

mi ti g a ft o n. T hi s cr o s si n g w o ul d b e o n a n i n d e p e n d e nt 

bri d g e b et w e e n t h e n e w r ailr o a d bri d g e a n d t h e 

M etr or ail bri d g e. It w o ul d b e gi n i n L o n g Bri d g e P ar k; 

cr o s s o v er t h e G W M P, M V T, P ot o m a c Ri v er, a n d O hi o 

Dri v e S W; a n d e n d i n t h e N P S P ar ki n g L ot C i n E a st 

P ot o m a c P ar k. R a m ps w o ul d c o n n e ct t h e cr o s si n g wit h 

a p at h j u st n ort h of t h e n e w L o n g Bri d g e P ar k A q u a ti c 

C e nt er, t h e M V T, a n d E a st P ot o m a c P ar k. 

T h e i d e n ti ti e d bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g w o ul d h a v e 

f e w er p ot e n ti al a d v ers e i m p a ct s t o r e s o ur c e s wit hi n 

t h e St u d y Ar e a, l o w er s e c urit y ri s k, a n d si m pl er 

m ai nt e n a n c e, a n d w o ul d c o st l e s s t h a n t h e ot h er 

o p ti o n s pr e vi o u sl y c o n si d er e d. N P S a n d t h e r ailr o a d 

o p er at ors pr ef er t hi s o p ti o n t o ot h er o p ti o n s 

c o n si d er e d.

Will t h e Pr oj e ct a c c o m m o d at e 
a bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g ?  

W h at i s a n “ O ffi ci al wit h J uri s di cti o n ” ? 

A n Offi ci al wit h J uri s di cti o n i s t h e l e g al 

r e pr e s e nt ati v e of t h e a g e n c y o w ni n g or 

a d mi ni st eri n g a S e cti o n 4(f) r e s o ur c e, 

u nl e s s t h e a g e n c y h a s d el e g at e d or 

r eli n q ui s h e d t hi s a ut h orit y vi a f or m al 

a gr e e m e nt. F or hi st ori c pr o p erti e s, t h e 

Offi ci al wit h J uri s di cti o n i s t h e St at e or 

Tri b al Hi st ori c Pr e s er v ati o n Offi c e. 

S o m e S e cti o n 4(f) pr o p erti e s, s u c h a s 

a n hi st ori c p ar k, m a y h a v e m ulti pl e 

Offi ci al s wit h J uri s di cti o n.

F R A a n d D D O T d e v el o p e d, a n al y z e d, 

a n d s cr e e n e d s e v er al bi k e- p e d e stri a n 

cr o s si n g o pti o n s. 

BI K E- P E D E S T RI A N C R O S SI N G P R E F E R R E D O P TI O N

H o w w o ul d t h e bi k e- p e d e s t ri a n 

c r o s si n g b e b uil t ? 

T h e bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g c o ul d b e  

c o n str u ct e d al o n g wit h t h e r ailr o a d  

bri d g e c o n str u cti o n c o ntr a ct or  

s e p ar at el y f oll o wi n g c o m pl eti o n of t h e  

Pr oj e ct. If c o n str u ct e d al o n g wit h t h e  

Pr oj e ct c o n str u cti o n c o ntr a ct, it i s  

a nti ci p at e d t h at c o n str u cti o n w o ul d  

b e gi n f oll o wi n g c o m pl eti o n of t h e  

pr oj e ct a s t h e s a m e s p a c e i s n e e d e d t o  

d eli v er e q ui p m e nt a n d m at eri al s f or  

t h e r ailr o a d bri d g e pi er c o n str u cti o n. 

T h er ef or e, t h e c o n str u cti o n of t h e bi k e-

p e d e stri a n bri d g e pi er s w o ul d t a k e  

pl a c e aft er c o m pl eti o n of t h e r ailr o a d  

bri d g e pi er s. C o n str u cti o n w o ul d t a k e  

a p pr o xi m at el y t w o a d diti o n al y e ar s.
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T h e D EI S c o m pr e h e nsi v el y i n v e nt ori e d t h e e xis ti n g 

c o n di ti o ns of t h e el e m e nts of t h e h u m a n a n d n at ur al 

e n vir o n m e nt wit hi n t h e Pr oj e ct Ar e a a n d a n al yz e d h o w 

t h e A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v es m a y dir e ctl y a n d i n dir e ctl y 

i m p a ct e n vir o n m e nt al r es o ur c es i n t h e pl a n ni n g y e ar 

2 0 4 0. T h e s e c ti o ns b el o w d es cri b e t h e p er m a n e nt a n d 

t e m p or ar y i m p a cts t o k e y r es o ur c e ar e as wit hi n t h e 

Pr oj e ct Ar e a. 

K e y r e s o ur c e s i n cl u d e t h o s e t h at di ff er e nti at e 

a m o n g t h e A cti o n Alt er n ati v e s, t h o s e wit h m aj or 

i m p a ct s, a n d t h o s e i n w hi c h a g e n ci e s, st a k e h ol d er s, 

a n d t h e p u bli c e x pr e s s e d i nt er e st.  

S e e C h a pt ers 5 - 2 1 of t h e D EI S f or p ot e n ti al i m p a ct s t o all 
r e s o ur c e s e v al u at e d.

R AI L R O A D I N F R A S T R U C T U R E & O P E R A TI O N S

I n cr e asi n g t h e c a p a cit y of t h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or b y 

e x p a n di n g t h e C orri d or fr o m t w o t o f o ur tr a c ks, 

i n cl u di n g n e c ess ar y i nfr astr u ct ur e i m pr o v e m e nts, w o ul d 

r es ult i n m aj or b e n e ti ci al e ti e cts o n r ailr o a d s er vi c e, 

c a p a cit y, a n d fr e q u e n c y. T h e i nst all a ti o n of a d di ti o n al 

tr a c ks w o ul d als o e n a bl e s e p ar a ti o n of p ass e n g er a n d 

fr ei g ht tr ai ns, a n d all o w c o n ti n u e d o p er a ti o ns d uri n g 

m ai nt e n a n c e a n d br e a k d o w ns, mi ni mi zi n g d el a ys, a n d 

i m pr o vi n g r ailr o a d o p er a ffi o n al ti e xi bilit y. 

C o n str u c ft o n a c ti vi ti e s f or t h e A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e s 

w o ul d h a v e m o d er at e ( A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A) or m aj or 

( A c ti o n Alt er n a fl v e B) a d v ers e e ti e ct s o n r ailr o a d 

o p er a ti o n s. C o n str u c ti o n st a gi n g w o ul d m ai nt ai n t w o 

tr a c ks of r ailr o a d s er vi c e o p er a ti o n al d uri n g t h e e n tir e 

c o n str u c ti o n p eri o d, e x c e pt f or s o m e li mit e d tr a c k 

o ut a g e s f or c o n str u c fi o n a c ti vi ti e s. T h e c o ntr a ct or a n d 

o p er at ors w o ul d s c h e d ul e i nt err u p ti o n s t o t w o-tr a c k 

s er vi c e t o c o m pl et e tr a c k s hi ti s a n d r e ali g n m e nt s 

pri m aril y f or ni g ht s a n d w e e k e n d s, a n d w o ul d k e e p 

i nt err u p ff o n s t o a mi ni m u m.

R O A D W A Y N E T W O R K

T h e e xis ff n g r o a d w a y n et w or k wit hi n t h e Pr oj e ct Ar e a 

c o nt ai ns s e v er al r e gi o n all y i m p ort a nt art eri al a n d 

c oll e ct or r o a d w a ys t h at c arr y l ar g e v ol u m es of tr a ti c 

e a c h d a y, es p e ci all y d uri n g p e a k c o m m ut e ti m es w h e n 

t h e y c a n b e c o m e h e a vil y c o n g est e d. C o nstr u c ti o n 

a c ti vi ti es f or t h e A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v es w o ul d r e q uir e 

tr a ti c c o ntr ol m e as ur es, t e m p or ar y l a n e cl os ur es, a n d 

t e m p or ar y l a n e s hi tis o n h e a vil y tr a ti c k e d r o a ds s u c h as 

t h e G W M P, I- 3 9 5, a n d M ai n e A v e n u e S W, r es ul ti n g i n a n 

a d v ers e i m p a ct t o tr a ti c o p er a tti o ns. T h e r e d u c ti o ns i n 

o p er a ti o ns w o ul d v ar y d e p e n di n g o n t h e d a y, ffi m e of 

d a y, d ur a ti o n of c o nstr u c ti o n a c ti vit y, a n d ot h er f a ct ors. 

C o nstr u c ti o n o n I- 3 9 5 a n d M ai n e A v e n u e S W w o ul d 

als o i m p a ct l o c al a n d c o m m ut er b us r o ut es t h at u tili z e 

t h os e r o a d s e g m e nts. T h e e xt e n d e d c o nstr u c ti o n 

d ur a ti o n f or c ert ai n s e g m e nts of t h e C orri d or u n d er 

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e B w o ul d l e a d t o m or e i nt e ns e tr a ti c 

i m p a cts t o t h e G W M P a n d O hi o Dri v e S W.

L A N D U S E & P R O P E R T Y

C o n v ersi o n of e xi s fi n g l a n d u s e s t o r ailr o a d u s e i n s m all 

ar e a s of Cr yst al Cit y, L o n g Bri d g e P ar k, E a st P ot o m a c 

P ar k, a n d at t h e W a s hi n gt o n M ari n a w o ul d c a u s e 

mi n or l a n d u s e i m p a ct s u n d er b ot h A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e s. 

O n t h e G W M P, t h e c o n v ersi o n t o r ailr o a d u s e of t h e 

l a n d s c a p e d ar e a b et w e e n t h e e xi s ti n g L o n g Bri d g e a n d 

t h e M etr or ail Bri d g e w o ul d r e d u c e t h e a bilit y t o s cr e e n 

t h e vi e ws of tr a n s p ort a tt o n i nfr a str u ct ur e, c o n s tit u ti n g 

a m o d er at e i m p a ct. T h e i n cr e a s e d fr e q u e n c y of tr ai n s 

tr a v eli n g t h e C orri d or n e ar L o n g Bri d g e P ar k, t h e 

M a n d ari n Ori e nt al H ot el, a n d t h e P ort al s V r e si d e n ti al 

b uil di n g w o ul d i m p a ct l a n d u s e a s a r e s ult of i n cr e a s e d 

n oi s e. T h e c o n v ersi o n of pr o p ert y t o r ailr o a d u s e w o ul d 

a ff e ct s e v er al pri v at e pr o p er ti e s, t h o u g h n o n e of t h e 

pr o p ert y i m p a ct s w o ul d r e s ult i n di s pl a c e m e nt of 

r e si d e n c e s or b u si n e s s e s. M o st of t h e pr o p ert y i m p a ct s 

w o ul d a ff e ct l o c al or F e d er al p ar k pr o p er ti e s.

W h at ar e t h e p ot e nti al i m p a ct s  
of t h e alt er n ati v e s ? 

“ E ff e ct s ” a n d “i m p a ct s ” ar e u s e d s y n o n y m o u sl y  

i n t h e C E Q I m pl e m e nti n g R e g ul ati o n s a n d t hi s D EI S. 

E ff e ct s v ar y b a s e d o n t h e e n vir o n m e nt al 

c o n s e q u e n c e s of c o n str u cti n g a n d o p er ati n g  

t h e Pr oj e ct. 

Dir e ct e ff e ct s  ar e c a u s e d b y t h e a c ti o n a n d o c c ur at t h e 

s a m e ti m e a n d pl a c e a s t h e pr o p o s e d a c ti o n.

I n dir e ct e ff e ct s ar e c a u s e d b y t h e a c ti o n a n d ar e l at er 

i n ti m e or f art h er r e m o v e d i n di st a n c e fr o m t h e 

pr o p o s e d a c ti o n, b ut ar e s till r e a s o n a bl y f or e s e e a bl e. 

I n dir e ct e ff e ct s m a y i n cl u d e gr o wt h-i n d u ci n g e ff e ct s 

a n d ot h er e ff e ct s r el at e d t o i n d u c e d c h a n g e s i n t h e 

p a tt er n of l a n d u s e, p o p ul a ti o n d e n sit y, or gr o wt h r at e, 

a n d r el at e d e ff e ct s o n air a n d w at er a n d ot h er n at ur al 

s yst e m s, i n cl u di n g e c o s yst e m s.

N e gli gi bl e e ff e ct s  m a y b e a d v ers e or b e n e fi ci al, b ut 

w o ul d o c c ur at l e v el s t h at ar e n ot m e a s ur a bl e.

Mi n or e ff e ct s  w o ul d b e n o ti c e a bl e, b ut w o ul d n ot 

a ff e ct t h e f u n c ti o n or i nt e grit y of t h e r e s o ur c e.

M o d er at e e ff e ct s  w o ul d b e r e a dil y a p p ar e nt a n d w o ul d 

i n fl u e n c e t h e f u n c ti o n or i nt e grit y of t h e r e s o ur c e.

M aj or e ff e ct s w o ul d r e s ult i n s e v er el y a d v ers e or 

e x c e p ti o n all y b e n e fi ci al c h a n g e s t o t h e r e s o ur c e.

W A T E R R E S O U R C E S

T h e L o n g Bri d g e C orri d or s p a n s w at ers of t h e U nit e d 

St at e s, R e s o ur c e Pr ot e c ti o n Ar e a s ( R P A s), fl o o d pl ai n s, 

w etl a n d s, a n d w at ers h e d s. A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A w o ul d 

c o n str u ct t w o n e w bri d g e s o v er b o di e s of w at er —t h e 

P ot o m a c Ri v er a n d t h e W a s hi n gt o n C h a n n el. I n 

a d di ti o n, A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e B w o ul d r e pl a c e t h e 

c urr e nt L o n g Bri d g e. D e s pit e t h e n u m er o u s w at er 

r e s o ur c e s i n t h e C orri d or, t h e Pr oj e ct w o ul d h a v e 

li mit e d i m p a ct s o n t h e s e r e s o ur c e s. 

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A w o ul d sli g htl y i n cr e a s e 

i m p er vi o u s ar e a s wit hi n t h e t hr e e w at ers h e d s l o c at e d 

i n t h e Pr oj e ct Ar e a, w hi c h c o ul d i m p a ct w at er q u alit y 

wit h o ut pr o p er mi ti g a ti o n. A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e B w o ul d 

l e a d t o t wi c e a s m u c h n e w i m p er vi o u s s urf a c e i n t h e 

P ot o m a c Ri v er w at ers h e d t h a n A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e A 

d u e t o t h e a d di ti o n of t w o n e w cl o s e d- d e c k bri d g e s 

a n d r e m o v al of t h e e xi s ti n g o p e n- d e c k bri d g e. 

A p or ti o n of t h e a d di ti o n al i m p er vi o u s s urf a c e i n 

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e s A a n d B w o ul d c a u s e a p er m a n e nt 

i m p a ct t o t h e C h e s a p e a k e B a y Pr e s er v a ti o n Ar e a s 

t hr o u g h i n cr e a s e d p oll ut a nt l o a di n g t o w at er b o di e s 

a n d l o s s of v e g et a ti o n u n d er n e at h bri d g e ar e a s. T h e 

sli g ht i n cr e a s e i n t h e wi dt h of t h e r e pl a c e m e nt bri d g e 

d e c k w o ul d r e s ult i n a d di ti o n al i m p a ct s t o R P A s u n d er 

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e B. 

B ot h A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e s w o ul d p er m a n e ntl y i m p a ct 

l e s s t h a n a n a cr e of w at ers of t h e U nit e d St at e s fr o m 

pl a ci n g bri d g e pi ers i n t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er a n d 

W a s hi n gt o n C h a n n el. C o n str u c ti o n st a gi n g a n d 

m et h o d s w o ul d t e m p or aril y i m p a ct a n a d di ti o n al  

0. 4 a n d 0. 6 a cr e s of R P A s i n A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e s A  

a n d B, r e s p e c ti v el y. 

2 4  L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct D EI S E x e c u ti v e S u m m ar y L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct D EI S E x e c u ti v e S u m m ar y    2 5  



NOISE & VIBRATION
The Long Bridge Corridor is an existing railroad 
corridor where the predominant sources of noise and 
vibration include railroad operations and traffic on 
roadways. While not located in a heavily residential 
area, the Long Bridge Corridor contains several noise 
and vibration-sensitive locations where noise may 
interfere with activities. 

Noise levels would increase under the No Action 
Alternative because of increased train operations. 
Noise levels would further increase under the Action 
Alternatives as increased capacity in the Corridor 
would allow for even more trains to operate. 
Increased noise levels would exceed FTA severe noise 
criteria at the Portals V Residences, the Mandarin 
Oriental Hotel, and parts of Long Bridge Park. Noise 
levels would exceed FTA moderate noise criteria in 
other parts of Long Bridge Park. 

Construction activities for the Action Alternatives also 
have the potential to increase noise in the Long Bridge 
Corridor, exceeding the District daytime noise limits at 
three locations and exceeding the District and 
Arlington County nighttime noise limits at several 
other locations. The construction noise impacts would 
extend for a longer period of time under Action 
Alternative B as the construction duration is 
approximately 3 years and 3 months longer. 

Construction activities for the Action Alternatives 
would have no vibration impact at nearby buildings 
and the Jefferson Memorial Ashlar seawall. 
Construction vibration from all equipment and all 
activities would not exceed even the most stringent 
criterion for potential damage to fragile buildings. 
There is the potential for construction vibration to 
reach 0.9 inches per second (107 VdB) at the East 
Potomac Park seawall due to pile driving at 
approximately 20 feet. Since the sensitivity of the 
seawall to vibration is not known at this time, the 
seawall should be included in the contractor’s 
Construction Noise and Vibration Control Plan. 

AESTHETICS & VISUAL RESOURCES
The Long Bridge Corridor is in the Washington 
Monumental Core, the symbolic and Federal center 
of the District. The Corridor is part of viewsheds to 
and from the Washington Monument, Lincoln 
Memorial, and other prominent monuments, 
buildings, and lands. 

To assess the visual impacts of the Action Alternatives, 
FRA and DDOT used 12 representative viewsheds and 
viewpoints of the Corridor. The most substantial visual 
impact under Action Alternative A from most of the 
viewsheds is the addition of the railroad bridges over 
the GWMP and the Potomac River and the removal of 
mature trees, some of which were planted to screen 
the railroad corridor from view. 

Action Alternative B would have the same impacts as 
Action Alternative A but would also include the 
negative impact of removing the existing truss on Long 
Bridge, which removes a visual landmark from several 
viewsheds. Construction activities under both Action 
Alternatives would disrupt the visual experience from 
multiple viewsheds as well, with a longer disruption 
duration under Action Alternative B. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Six historic districts are within the area potentially 
affected by the Long Bridge Project: the GWMP 
Historic District, the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway 
(MVMH) Historic District, the East and West Potomac 
Parks Historic District, the National Mall Historic 
District, the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway Historic 
District, and the Richmond, Fredericksburg and 
Potomac Railroad Historic District. 

The introduction of a new railroad bridge structure in 
Action Alternative A would alter views from the 
historic districts. It would also result in the removal or 
alteration of mature trees that were part of the 
original planting plan for the GWMP and the removal 
of Japanese cherry trees in East Potomac Park. In 
addition to impacting additional contributing 
vegetation, Action Alternative B would remove and 
replace the historic Long Bridge and the railroad 
bridge over the GWMP, which are contributing 
resources to, and visual components of, multiple 
historic districts.

PARKS & RECREATION
Much of the land surrounding the Long Bridge Corridor 
is local and Federal parkland. Within 0.25 miles of the 
Corridor, there are 245 acres of parks, including East 
Potomac Park in the District and the GWMP and Long 
Bridge Park in Arlington, Virginia. The GWMP and the 
National Mall and Memorial Parks (including East 
Potomac Park) are units of NPS. Action Alternative A 
would directly impact park users by converting 
approximately 3 acres of parkland to railroad use, as 
well as indirectly impacting park and recreation 
resources through increased through increased noise 
from additional passing trains and removal of 
vegetation. Action Alternative B would have similar 
impacts to Action Alternative A. However, because 
Action Alternative B would replace two existing bridges, 
it would remove more vegetation and impact an 
additional 0.1 acres of parkland in East Potomac Park. 
The replacement bridges would also be more visible 
from the parks as their profiles would be slightly raised. 

Construction staging and access would impact 
portions of the local and Federal parks as well, 
including visual impacts, use of parkland, and 
temporary relocation of important elements like the 
MVT. The construction impacts to parks and recreation 
would be more severe under Action Alternative B, 
which has a longer construction duration.
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( P R E F E R R E D  
A L T E R N A TI V E)

A C TI O N  
A L T E R N A TI V E B

I n cr e a s e d r ailr o a d s er vi c e  
c a p a cit y a cr o s s t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er

N o Y e s  

I n cr e a s e d tr ai n s er vi c e  
fr e q u e n c y 

Y es, i n cr e as e d fr ei g ht 
fr e q u e n c y a n d li mit e d 
i n cr e as e i n p ass e n g er r ail 
a n d c o m m ut er r ail 
fr e q u e n c y

Y e s  

I m pr o v e d r ailr o a d o p er ati o n al 
fl e xi bilit y

N o Y e s

R e m o v al of s p a c e s at N P S  
P ar ki n g L ot C

N o 5 0 o ut of 6 7 p u bli c p ar ki n g s p a c e s

R e m o v al of s p a c e s at  
W a s hi n gt o n M ari n a p ar ki n g l ot

N o
1/ 3 of ~ 8 8 p ar ki n g s p a c e s at W a s hi n gt o n M ari n a 
p ar ki n g l ot

C o n v er si o n of pr o p ert y t o  
r ailr o a d u s e

N o
2. 9 4- a cr e p ar k pr o p ert y; 
0. 3 8- a cr e pri v at e pr o p ert y

3. 0 4- a cr e p ar k 
pr o p ert y; 
0. 3 8- a cr e pri v at e 
pr o p ert y

E x c e e d a n c e of F T A m o d er at e  
n oi s e crit eri a

I n cr e a s e d n oi s e l e v el s d u e 
t o a d di ti o n al tr ai n s

2 l o c a ti o n s: L o n g Bri d g e P ar k S o ut h & N ort h

E x c e e d a n c e of F T A s e v er e  
n oi s e crit eri a

I n cr e a s e d n oi s e l e v el s d u e 
t o a d di ti o n al tr ai n s

3 l o c a ti o n s: L o n g Bri d g e P ar k C e nt er, M a n d ari n 
Ori e nt al H ot el, a n d P ort al s V R e si d e n c e s

Dir e ct i m p a ct t o L o n g Bri d g e 
P ar k

N o  0. 0 4 or 0. 1 4 a cr e s

Dir e ct i m p a ct t o G W M P N o 0. 4 or 0. 5 a cr e s

V e g et ati o n r e m o v al wit hi n 
G W M P

N o
A p pr o x. 7 0 tr e es, 
i n cl u di n g 3 l ar g er tr e es

A p pr o x. 9 5 tr e es, 
i n cl u di n g 4 l ar g er 
tr e es

Dir e ct i m p a ct t o E a st P ot o m a c 
P ar k s

N o 2. 4 a cr e s 2. 5 a cr e s

J a p a n e s e c h err y tr e e s r e m o v e d  
i n E a st P ot o m a c P ar k

N o U p t o 4 tr e e s U p t o 7 tr e e s

N E G LI GI B L E  MI N O R  M O D E R A T E  M AJ O R A D V E R S E B E N E FI CI A L I N DI R E C T  DI R E C T

LE
GE

N
D

MI N O R  
( H A L F O F CI R C L E FI L L E D)

A D V E R S E 
(R E D )

DI R E C T  
( C A PI T A L “ D ”)
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A L T E R N A TI V E

I
M

P
A

C
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( P R E F E R R E D  
A L T E R N A TI V E)

A C TI O N  
A L T E R N A TI V E B

V e g et ati o n r e m o v al wit hi n E a st 
P ot o m a c P ar k

N o
A p pr o x. 1 7 0 tr e e s, 
i n cl u di n g 8 l ar g er tr e e s

A p pr o x. 1 7 9 tr e e s, 
i n cl u di n g 9 l ar g er tr e e s

I m p a ct t o vi e w s fr o m G W M P N o Y e s
Y e s, i n cl u di n g r e m o v al 
of vi s u al l a n d m ar k 
(tr u s s)

I m p a ct t o vi e w s fr o m M V T N o Y e s

Y e s, i n cl u di n g r e m o v al of 
vi s u al l a n d m ar k 

I n cr e a s e d vi e ws t o w ar d s 
M o n u m e nt al C or e  

I m p a ct t o vi e w s fr o m bri d g e s  
s p a n ni n g t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er

N o Y e s

Y es, i n cl u di n g r e m o v al of 
vis u al l a n d m ar k (tr uss)

I n cr e a s e d vi e ws of t h e 
ri v er a n d ri d g eli n e

I m p a ct t o vi e w s fr o m E a st 
P ot o m a c P ar k

N o Y e s
Y es, i n cl u di n g r e m o v al of 
vis u al l a n d m ar k (tr uss)

R e m o v al of c o ntri b uti n g f e at ur e s 
t o G W M P Hi st ori c Di stri ct

N o Y e s, v e g et a ti o n
Y e s, v e g et a ti o n a n d 
hi st ori c bri d g e

Vi s u al c h a n g e s t o G W M P Hi st ori c 
Di stri ct

N o
I ntr o d u c ti o n of n e w bri d g e 
i nt o vi e ws h e d

I ntr o d u c ti o n of n e w 
bri d g e i nt o vi e ws h e d a n d 
r e m o v al of e xi s ti n g bri d g e 
tr u s s

R e m o v al of c o ntri b uti n g f e at ur e s 
t o M V M H Hi st ori c Di stri ct

N o Y e s, v e g et a ti o n
Y e s, v e g et a ffi o n a n d 
hi st ori c bri d g e

Vi s u al c h a n g e s t o  
M V M H Hi st ori c Di stri ct

N o
I ntr o d u c ti o n of n e w bri d g e 
i nt o vi e ws h e d

I ntr o d u c ft o n of n e w 
bri d g e i nt o vi e ws h e d a n d 
r e m o v al of e xi s ti n g bri d g e 
tr u s s

R e m o v al of c o ntri b uti n g f e at ur e s 
t o E a st a n d W e st P ot o m a c P ar k s 
Hi st ori c Di stri ct

N o
Y e s, v e g et a ti o n ( u p t o 4 
J a p a n e s e c h err y tr e e s)

Y es, v e g et a ti o n ( u p t o 7 
J a p a n es e c h err y tr e es)  
a n d hist ori c bri d g e

Vi s u al c h a n g e s t o E a st a n d W e st 
P ot o m a c P ar k s Hi st ori c Di stri ct

N o
I ntr o d u c ti o n of n e w bri d g e 
w o ul d o bstr u ct vi e ws of  
L o n g Bri d g e

I ntr o d u c ti o n of n e w bri d g e 
i nt o vi e ws h e d a n d r e m o v al 
of e xis ti n g bri d g e tr uss

N
AT

U
R

AL
 
E

N
VI

R
O

N
M
E

N
T N at ur al h a bit at l o s s N o 3. 7 a cr e s 4. 2 a cr e s

I m p a ct t o i m p er vi o u s s urf a c e i n  
P ot o m a c Ri v er w at er s h e d

N o 1. 9- a cr e i n cr e a s e 3 . 8- a cr e i n cr e a s e 

I m p a ct t o i m p er vi o u s s urf a c e i n  
Di stri ct M u ni ci p al S e p ar at e St or m 
S e w er S y st e m ( M S 4) w at er s h e d

N o 0. 8- a cr e d e cr e a s e

I m p a ct t o W at er s of t h e U. S. N o 0. 5 a cr e s

I m p a ct t o R e s o ur c e Pr ot e cti o n Ar e a s N o 0. 2 a cr e s 0. 3 a cr e s

S u m m ar y of P ot e n ti al P er m a n e nt I m p a ct s t o K e y R e s o ur c e s C o nt.



S u m m ar y of P ot e n ti al T e m p or ar y I m p a ct s t o K e y R e s o ur c e s D uri n g C o n str u c ti o n 
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A L T E R N A TI V E A  
( P R E F E R R E D  

A L T E R N A TI V E)

A C TI O N  
A L T E R N A TI V E B

I n cr e a s e d h e a v y tr u c k tr a ffi c a n d 
i nt er mitt e nt s h ort-t er m cl o s ur e s al o n g 
Cr y st al Dri v e, L o n g Bri d g e Dri v e, a n d 
B o u n d ar y C h a n n el Dri v e

N o 2 y e ars
5 y e ars a n d  
2 m o nt h s

I nt er mitt e nt tr a ffi c c o ntr ol m e a s ur e s, l a n e 
cl o s ur e s, a n d l a n e s hi s o n t h e G W M P

N o 2 y e ars
5 y e ars a n d  
2 m o nt h s

I nt er mitt e nt tr a ffi c c o ntr ol  
m e a s ur e s, l a n e cl o s ur e s, a n d  
l a n e s hi s o n I- 3 9 5

N o 4 y e ars a n d 9 m o nt h s

I nt er mitt e nt fl a g gi n g/tr a ffi c c o ntr ol al o n g 
O hi o Dri v e S W at N P S P ar ki n g L ot C 

N o 4 y e ars a n d 9 m o nt h s
8 y e ars a n d  
1 m o nt h

I nt er mitt e nt tr a ffi c c o ntr ol m e a s ur e s, 
l a n e cl o s ur e s, a n d l a n e s hi s o n M ai n e 
A v e n u e S W

N o 4 y e ars a n d 1 m o nt h

I nt err u pti o n s t o t w o-tr a c k r ailr o a d 
s er vi c e 

Y e s, d u e t o pr oj e ct s 
i n cl u d e d i n t h e N o 
A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e 

Li mit e d o ut a g e s o v er 
5 y e ars

Li mit e d o ut a g es 
o v er 8 y e ars a n d  
3 m o nt hs

S er vi c e di sr u pti o n s t o M etr or ail Y ell o w 
Li n e d u e t o c o n str u cti o n of n e w bri d g e 
o v er t h e M etr or ail P ort al

N o Y e s, pri m aril y d uri n g ni g ht s a n d w e e k e n d s

I m p a ct s t o l o c al a n d c o m m ut er b u s 
r o ut e s o n I- 3 9 5 a n d M ai n e A v e n u e S W

N o Y e s

R e ali g n m e nt of M V T  N o 2 y e ars
5 y e ars a n d  
2 m o nt hs

I nt er mitt e nt cl o s ur e s of p e d e stri a n 
w al k w a y s i n E a st P ot o m a c P ar k

N o 4 y e ars a n d 9 m o nt h s  
8 y e ars a n d  
1 m o nt h

Cl o s ur e of M ai n e A v e n u e p e d e stri a n 
bri d g e a n d M ai n e A v e n u e si d e w al k

N o 4 y e ars a n d 1 m o nt h

P eri o di c cl o s ur e of m ai n P ot o m a c Ri v er 
n a vi g ati o n c h a n n el a n d a dj a c e nt s p a n s

N o 3 y e ars a n d 4 m o nt h s
8 y e ars a n d 1 
m o nt h

E x c e e d a n c e of Di stri ct d a yti m e n oi s e li mit s N o 3 l o c a ti o n s

E x c e e d a n c e of Di stri ct a n d  
Arli n gt o n ni g htti m e n oi s e li mit s

N o Y e s

C o n str u cti o n st a gi n g i m p a ct s t o  
L o n g Bri d g e P ar k

N o
0. 0 1 or 0. 4 a cr e s  
4 y e ars a n d 2 m o nt h s

0. 0 1 or 0. 4 a cr e s  
6 y e ars, 8 m o nt h s
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A L T E R N A TI V E

A C TI O N  
A L T E R N A TI V E A  

( P R E F E R R E D  
A L T E R N A TI V E)

A C TI O N  
A L T E R N A TI V E B

C o n str u cti o n st a gi n g a n d a c c e s s  
i m p a ct s t o G W M P a n d M V T

N o
3. 4 or 3. 8 a cr e s  
3 y e ars a n d 4 m o nt h s

3. 4 or 3. 8 a cr e s  
8 y e ars, 1 m o nt h

C o n str u cti o n st a gi n g a n d a c c e s s  
i m p a ct s t o E a st P ot o m a c P ar k

N o
4. 8 a cr e s   
4 y e ars a n d 9 m o nt h s

4. 8 a cr e s  
8 y e ars, 1 m o nt h

C o n str u cti o n a c c e s s i m p a ct s t o  
H a n c o c k P ar k

N o
0. 0 9 a cr e s  
3 y e ars

0. 0 9 a cr e s  
5 y e ars

C o n str u cti o n a cti viti e s vi si bl e fr o m 
t h e G W M P a n d M V T

N o Y e s

C o n str u cti o n a cti viti e s vi si bl e fr o m 
L o n g Bri d g e P ar k

N o Y e s

C o n str u cti o n a cti viti e s vi si bl e fr o m  
P ot o m a c Ri v er a n d W a s hi n gt o n C h a n n el

N o Y e s

C o n str u cti o n a cti viti e s vi si bl e fr o m E a st 
P ot o m a c P ar k a n d M o n u m e nt al C or e

N o Y e s

C o n str u cti o n a cti viti e s vi si bl e fr o m  
L’ E nf a nt Pl a z a a n d S o ut h w e st W at erfr o nt

N o Y e s

C o n str u cti o n st a gi n g a n d a c c e s s wit hi n 
p orti o n s of t h e G W M P Hi st ori c Di stri ct w o ul d 
b e n oti c e a bl e a n d w o ul d di mi ni s h i nt e grit y

N o Y e s  

C o n str u cti o n st a gi n g a n d a c c e s s 
wit hi n p orti o n s of t h e M V M H Hi st ori c 
Di stri ct w o ul d b e n oti c e a bl e a n d w o ul d 
di mi ni s h i nt e grit y

N o Y e s  

C o n str u cti o n st a gi n g a n d a c c e s s wit hi n 
p orti o n s of t h e E a st a n d W e st P ot o m a c 
P ar k s Hi st ori c Di stri ct w o ul d b e 
n oti c e a bl e a n d w o ul d di mi ni s h i nt e grit y

N o Y e s 

C o n str u cti o n st a gi n g a n d a c c e s s wit hi n 
p orti o n s of t h e N ati o n al M all Hi st ori c 
Di stri ct w o ul d b e n oti c e a bl e a n d w o ul d 
di mi ni s h i nt e grit y

N o Y e s 

C o m m u nit y di sr u pti o n d u e t o i m p a ct s t o 
tr a ffi c a n d p e d e stri a n a n d bi c y cl e f a ciliti e s 
d uri n g c o n str u cti o n

N o Y e s

A n n u al dir e ct j o b s d uri n g c o n str u cti o n N o 1, 8 2 2 j o bs 1, 6 8 3 j o bs

A n n u al i n dir e ct j o b s d uri n g c o n str u cti o n N o 4 4 1 j o b s 4 0 7 j o b s

S u m m ar y of P ot e n ti al T e m p or ar y I m p a ct s t o K e y R e s o ur c e s D uri n g C o n str u c ti o n C o nt. 
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( P R E F E R R E D  

A L T E R N A TI V E)

A C TI O N  
A L T E R N A TI V E B

T e m p or ar y n at ur al h a bit at l o s s N o 6. 4 a cr e s 6. 9 a cr e s

T e m p or ar y fi s h h a bit at l o s s N o 0. 7 a cr e s 1. 4 a cr e s

I n cr e a s e i n v e s s el tr a ffi c a n d p ot e nti al  
v e s s el stri k e s wit h fi s h

N o Y e s

Di s pl a c e m e nt of s p e ci e s t h at u s e t h e  
e xi sti n g bri d g e 

N o N o Y e s

R P A s i m p a ct e d N o 0. 4 a cr e s 0. 6 a cr e s

S oil r e m o v e d N o 2 9, 0 0 0 c u bi c y ar d s 4 5, 0 0 0 c u bi c y ar d s  

C o n cr et e r e m o v e d N o 1 2, 0 0 0 c u bi c y ar d s  4 0, 0 0 0 c u bi c y ar d s 

St e el r e m o v e d N o
3, 0 0 0 c u bi c y ar d s  
of st e el

1 0, 0 0 0 c u bi c y ar d s  
of st e el

S u m m ar y of P ot e n ti al T e m p or ar y I m p a ct s t o K e y R e s o ur c e s D uri n g C o n str u c ti o n C o nt. 
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T h e bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g w o ul d h a v e a d v ers e a n d 

b e n e ti ci al p er m a n e nt i m p a ct s o n r e s o ur c e s wit hi n t h e 

St u d y Ar e a. It w o ul d h a v e b e n e ti ci al i m p a ct s  o n:

R e cr e a ti o n a n d p ar ks  d u e t o e n h a n c e d c o n n e c ti vit y 

a n d n e w r e cr e a ti o n al o p p ort u ni ti e s pr o vi d e d b y t h e 

cr o s si n g.

S o ci al a n d e c o n o mi c r e s o ur c e s d u e t o i m pr o v e d 

s af et y f or bi c y cli st s a n d p e d e stri a n s, a d di ti o n al 

c o n n e c ti o n s a m o n g n ei g h b or h o o d s, a n d e n h a n c e d 

r e cr e a ti o n al r e s o ur c e s. 

P u bli c h e alt h a n d el d erl y p er s o n s  d u e t o t h e 

cr e a ti o n of a d di ti o n al o p p ort u ni ti e s f or a c ti v e 

r e cr e a ffi o n. 

Tr a n s p ort a ti o n  d u e t o e n h a n c e d c o n n e c ft vit y wit hi n 

t h e bi c y cl e a n d p e d e stri a n n et w or k.

Air q u alit y  a s t h e a d di ti o n al p e d e stri a n a n d bi c y cl e 

tri p s w o ul d r e d u c e v e hi cl e tri p s a n d t h e c orr e s p o n di n g 

v e hi c ul ar p oll ut a nt e mi s si o n s.

T h e bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g w o ul d h a v e n e gli gi bl e t o 

mi n or a d v er s e i m p a ct s  t o:

N at ur al s y st e m s a n d e n d a n g er e d s p e ci e s  d u e t o 

r e m o v al of s o m e v e g et a ti o n a n d di st ur b a n c e of t h e 

b o ti o m of t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er, w hi c h w o ul d a ti e ct 

a q u a ti c a ni m al a n d pl a nt lif e.

W at er r e s o ur c e s a n d w at er q u alit y  i n t h e P ot o m a c 

Ri v er a n d R o a c h e s R u n w at ers h e d d u e t o i n cr e a s e s i n 

i m p er vi o u s ar e a t h at w o ul d all o w f or b uil d u p a n d 

w a s h- o ti of p oll ut a nt s.

G e ol o gi c r e s o ur c e s d u e t o gr a di n g a n d tilli n g i n t h e 

fl o o d pl ai n t o li n k t h e bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g wit h 

e xi s ti n g i nfr a str u ct ur e o n t h e n ort h a n d s o ut h si d e s of 

t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er. 

S oli d w a st e di s p o s al d u e t o i n cr e a s e s i n s oli d w a st e 

g e n er a ti o n b y u s ers of t h e bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g.

E n er g y  d u e t o el e ctri cit y d e m a n d s f or li g h ti n g a s w ell 

a s v e hi cl e s a n d e q ui p m e nt f or m ai nt e n a n c e.

L a n d u s e a n d pr o p ert y  d u e t o dir e ct i m p a ct s t o L o n g 

Bri d g e P ar k, t h e G W M P, a n d E a st P ot o m a c P ar k. 

P ar ki n g  d u e t o t h e pl a c e m e nt of t h e pr o p os e d bi k e-

p e d estri a n r a m p i n a p ar ki n g l ot i n E ast P ot o m a c P ar k, 

r e d u ci n g t h e n u m b er of p er m a n e nt p ar ki n g s p a c es.

N a vi g a ti o n  d u e t o t h e i n st all a ti o n of a d di ti o n al pi ers 

i n t h e P ot o m a c Ri v er, w hi c h p o s e h a z ar d s s u c h a s 

m ari n e v e s s el stri k e s.

S af et y a n d s e c urit y  d u e t o t h e n e e d f or a d di fi o n al 

p oli c e a n d e m er g e n c y r e s p o n s e r e s o ur c e s t o e n s ur e 

t h e s af et y a n d s e c urit y of bri d g e a n d p ar k u s ers. 

T h e bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g w o ul d h a v e m o d er at e 

a d v er s e i m p a ct s  o n:

A e st h e ti c s a n d vi s u al r e s o ur c e s  d u e t o t h e a d di ti o n 

of a n e w bri d g e a n d t h e r e m o v al of s o m e tr e e s a n d 

m at ur e v e g et a ti o n wit hi n t h e vi e w s h e d.

C ult ur al r e s o ur c e s  d u e t o a c h a n g e i n t h e hi st ori c 

c h ar a ct er a n d vi e w s r e s ul ti n g fr o m t h e a d di ff o n of a 

n e w bri d g e cr o s si n g a n d t h e r e m o v al of s o m e 

c o ntri b u ff n g v e g et a ti o n.

W h at ar e t h e p ot e nti al i m p a ct s  
of t h e bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g ?   T h e bi k e- p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g w o ul d h a v e 

a d v er s e a n d b e n efi ci al p er m a n e nt i m p a ct s 

o n r e s o ur c e s wit hi n t h e St u d y Ar e a.
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S e c ti o n 1 0 6 of t h e N a ti o n al Hi st ori c Pr e s er v a ti o n A ct of 

1 9 6 6 a n d it s i m pl e m e n ti n g r e g ul a ti o n s ( 3 6 C F R 8 0 0), 

r e q uir e F e d er al a g e n ci e s t o t a k e i nt o a c c o u nt t h e 

e ti e ct s of a pr oj e ct o n hi st ori c pr o p er ti e s. S e c ti o n 1 0 6 

al s o r e q uir e s t h at t h e F e d er al a g e n c y i n v ol v e a g e n ci e s, 

t h e p u bli c, a n d “ C o n s ul ti n g P ar ti e s.” T h e C o n s ul ti n g 

P ar ti e s i n cl u d e t h e St at e Hi st ori c Pr e s er v a ti o n O ffi c e; 

I n di a n tri b e s; r e pr e s e nt a ti v e s of l o c al g o v er n m e nt s; 

a p pli c a nt s f or F e d er al a s si st a n c e, p er mit s, li c e n s e s, a n d 

ot h er a p pr o v al s; a n d ot h er i n di vi d u al s or or g a ni z a ft o n s 

wit h a d e m o n str at e d i nt er e st i n t h e Pr oj e ct or hi st ori c 

pr e s er v a ti o n e x p er ti s e. F R A i s t h e L e a d F e d er al A g e n c y 

f or t h e S e c ti o n 1 0 6 pr o c e s s f or t h e L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct. 

F R A c o n s ult e d wit h Di stri ct of C ol u m bi a St at e Hi st ori c 

Pr e s er v a ti o n O ti c e ( D C S H P O), Vir gi ni a D e p art m e nt of 

Hi st ori c R e s o ur c e s ( V D H R), a n d ot h er C o n s ul ti n g 

P ar ti e s r e g ar di n g t h e Pr oj e ct’s:

• Ar e a of P ot e n fl al E ti e ct ( A P E), 

• I d e n ti ti c a ti o n of hi st ori c pr o p er ti e s, 

• A s s e s s m e nt of t h e Pr oj e ct’s p ot e n ti al e fi e ct s o n 

hi st ori c pr o p er ti e s, a n d 

• M e a s ur e s pr o p o s e d t o a v oi d, mi ni mi z e, a n d 

mi ti g at e a d v ers e e ti e ct s t o hi st ori c pr o p er ti e s.  

T h e a s s e s s m e nt of e ff e ct s d et er mi n e d t h at t h e 

A cti o n Alt er n ati v e s w o ul d a d v er s el y a ff e ct f o ur 

hi st ori c di stri ct s wit hi n t h e Pr oj e ct’ s A P E: t h e 

G W M P Hi st ori c Di stri ct, t h e M V M H Hi st ori c Di stri ct, 

t h e E a st a n d W e st P ot o m a c P ar k s Hi st ori c Di stri ct, 

a n d t h e N ati o n al M all Hi st ori c Di stri ct.  

T h e A c ff o n Alt er n a ff v e s w o ul d r e m o v e or alt er s o m e 

f e at ur e s t h at c o ntri b ut e t o t h e hi st ori c si g ni ti c a n c e of 

t h e s e r e s o ur c e s. T hi s w o ul d r e s ult i n a d v ers e e ti e ct s. 

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e B w o ul d i nt e n sif y t h e a d v ers e e ti e ct s 

b e c a u s e it w o ul d di st ur b a l ar g er ar e a a n d r e m o v e t h e 

e xi s ti n g L o n g Bri d g e, w hi c h i s a c o ntri b u ti n g r e s o ur c e 

t o t h e E a st a n d W e st P ot o m a c P ar ks Hi st ori c Di stri ct. It 

w o ul d al s o r e m o v e t h e e xi s ti n g r ail w a y bri d g e t h at 

cr o s s e s a b o v e t h e G W M P. T hi s bri d g e i s a c o ntri b u ti n g 

r e s o ur c e t o t h e G W M P. 

B ot h A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e s w o ul d cr e at e p er m a n e nt, 

a d v ers e e ti e ct s fr o m vi s u al c h a n g e s t o t h e G W M P a n d 

M V M H Hi st ori c Di stri ct s. C o n str u c tti o n a c ti vi ti e s f or 

b ot h A c ffi o n Alt er n a ti v e s w o ul d a d v ers el y a ti e ct all 

f o ur hi st ori c di stri ct s. T h e s e e ti e ct s ar e t e m p or ar y a n d 

w o ul d e n d o n c e c o n str u c ti o n i s c o m pl et e. 

C o n str u c ti o n m a n a g e m e nt t e c h ni q u e s c o ul d h el p 

a v oi d or mi ni mi z e t h e i nt e n sit y of s o m e of t h e s e 

e ti e ct s. 

T h e S e cti o n 1 0 6 c o n s ult ati o n pr o c e s s i s o n g oi n g. F R A 

c o nti n u e s t o c o n s ult wit h D C S H P O, V D H R, a n d t h e 

C o n s ulti n g P arti e s t o i d e ntif y w a y s t o f urt h er 

mi ni mi z e a n d miti g at e a d v er s e eff e ct s o n t h e s e 

hi st ori c di stri ct s. F R A h a s dr aft e d a Pr o gr a m m ati c 

A gr e e m e nt ( P A) t h at c o m mit s i d e ntifi e d p arti e s t o 

i m pl e m e nt m e a s ur e s t o a v oi d, mi ni mi z e, a n d 

miti g at e a d v er s e eff e ct s t o hi st ori c pr o p erti e s. T h e 

P A al s o o utli n e s c o n s ult ati o n t h at w o ul d c o nti n u e 

t hr o u g h t h e d e si g n a n d c o n str u cti o n pr o c e s s e s. S e e 

A p p e n di x E 5, S e cti o n 1 0 6 Dr aft Pr o gr a m m ati c 

A gr e e m e nt . S o m e of t h e k e y mi ni mi z ati o n a n d 

miti g ati o n m e a s ur e s ar e al s o li st e d o n p a g e s 4 0 

t hr o u g h 4 1 of t hi s s u m m ar y. 

W h at i s t h e S e cti o n 1 0 6 
c o n s ult ati o n pr o c e s s ?  

G W M e m ori al P ar k w a yM o u nt V er n o n M e m ori al H w y

0 0. 2 5 0. 5 Mil e s

Li mit s of Di st ur b a n c e

Ar e a of P ot e nti al Eff e ct s

L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct 

St. Eli z a b et h s H o s pit alR o c k Cr e e k & P ot o m a c P k w y

F ort M c N airE & W P ot o m a c P ar k s

W a s hi n gt o n M o n u m e nt Gr o u n d s N ati o n al M all
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M e m b er s of t h e p u bli c ar e i n vit e d t o c o m m e nt o n 

t h e P A i n c o nj u n cti o n wit h t h e D EI S. Pl e a s e s e e 

p a g e 4 7 f or i nf or m ati o n o n s u b mitti n g c o m m e nt s.
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W h at i s a Dr aft S e cti o n 
4(f) E v al u ati o n ?

S e c ti o n 4(f) of t h e U nit e d St at es D e p art m e nt of 

Tr a ns p ort a ti o n A ct of 1 9 6 6 ( 4 9 U S C 3 0 3) pr ot e cts p u bli c 

p ar ks a n d r e cr e a ti o n al l a n ds, wil dlif e r ef u g es, a n d hist ori c 

sit es of n a ti o n al, st at e, or l o c al si g ni ti c a n c e fr o m 

a c q uisi ti o n or c o n v ersi o n t o tr a ns p ort a ti o n us e. A U nit e d 

St at es D e p art m e nt of Tr a ns p ort a ti o n a g e n c y, i n cl u di n g 

F R A, m a y a p pr o v e a tr a ns p ort a ti o n pr oj e ct t h at us es 

t h es e r es o ur c es o nl y if t h er e is n o f e asi bl e a n d pr u d e nt 

a v oi d a n c e alt er n a ti v e a n d t h e pr oj e ct i n cl u d es all 

p ossi bl e pl a n ni n g t o mi ni miz e h ar m t o t h e r es o ur c es, or 

t h e us e m e ets t h e r e q uir e m e nts f or a d e mi ni mis i m p a ct. 

F R A d et er mi n e d t h at n eit h er A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e c a n 

a v oi d i m p a cts t o S e c ti o n 4(f) pr o p er ffi es. T h e L o n g 

Bri d g e C orri d or cr oss es t w o m aj or F e d er al p ar ks, t h e 

G W M P a n d E ast P ot o m a c P ar k. As p art of t h e EI S 

pr o c ess, F R A s cr e e n e d a wi d e r a n g e of c o n c e pts t o 

d et er mi n e t h e alt er n a ti v es f or e v al u a ft o n. T h e c o n c e pts 

eli mi n at e d d uri n g t h e s cr e e ni n g pr o c ess di d n ot m e et 

t h e S e c ti o n 4(f) crit eri a f or a “ pr u d e nt a n d f e asi bl e ” 

alt er n a ti v e. T h er ef or e, t h er e ar e n o f e asi bl e or pr u d e nt 

a v oi d a n c e alt er n a ti v es f or t h e Pr oj e ct. 

F R A a n d D D O T t o o k st e ps t hr o u g h o ut t h e alt er n a ti v es 

d e v el o p m e nt pr o c ess t o mi ni mi z e h ar m t o S e c ti o n 4(f) 

pr o p er ti es. C o n c e pt u al e n gi n e eri n g f or e a c h of t h e A c ti o n 

Alt er n a fl v es mi ni miz e d h ar m b y st a yi n g wit hi n t h e e xis ti n g 

r ailr o a d ri g ht- of- w a y t o t h e e xt e nt pr a c ti c a bl e. Mi ti g a ti o n 

m e as ur es, s u c h as r est ori n g v e g et a ti o n t o ar e as cl e ar e d 

f or c o nstr u c ti o n st a gi n g a n d a d di n g n e w l a n ds c a pi n g, 

w o ul d als o mi ni mi z e i m p a cts. Fi n all y, F R A a n d D D O T 

c o or di n at e d wit h N P S a n d Arli n gt o n C o u nt y (t h e O fi ci als 

wit h J uris di c ti o n o v er t h e pr o p er ti es a ti e ct e d) t o i d e n tif y 

c o nstr u c ff o n st a gi n g a n d w or k ar e as t h at w o ul d pr o vi d e 

s uit a bl e a c c ess, s u ff ci e nt s p a c e f or st ori n g e q ui p m e nt a n d 

s u p pli es, a n d s af et y t o w or k ers a n d t h e p u bli c, all w hil e 

mi ni mi zi n g h ar m t o S e c ti o n 4(f) pr o p er ti es. 

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v es A a n d B w o ul d c a us e si mil ar i m p a cts 

t o S e c ti o n 4(f) r es o ur c es wit hi n t h e St u d y Ar e a. T h e 

A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v es w o ul d c o n v ert s m all p or ti o ns of L o n g 

Bri d g e P ar k, t h e G W M P, a n d E ast P ot o m a c P ar k t o 

r ailr o a d us e. C o nstr u c ti o n ar e as w o ul d b e l o c at e d i n 

p arts of L o n g Bri d g e P ar k,  t h e G W MP, t h e M VT,  East  

P ot o m a c P ar k,  a n d H a n c o c k P ar k. A c ti o n Alt er n a ti v e B  

w o ul d i m p a ct t h e G W M P a n d M V M H Hist ori c Distri cts b y  

r e m o vi n g t h e hist ori c r ailr o a d bri d g e o v er t h e G W M P 

r o a d w ay. It w o ul d als o i m p a ct t h e E ast a n d W est 

P ot o m a c P ar ks Hist ori c Distri ct b y r e m o vi n g t h e e xis ti n g  

hist ori c L o n g Bri d g e.  

F R A h as d et er mi n e d t h at, a tti er all p ossi bl e m e as ur es  

h a v e  b e e n t a k e n t o mi ni miz e or mi ti g at e f or a d v ers e  

i m p a cts, a S e c ti o n 4(f) us e w o ul d r e m ai n f or t h e G W M P 

( a n d G W M P Hist ori c Distri ct),  t h e M V M H Hist ori c Distri ct,  

a n d E ast P ot o m a c P ar k  ( a n d E ast a n d W est P ot o m a c 

P ar ks Hist ori c Distri ct).

F R A pr o p os es a  d e  mi ni mis ffi n di n g f or p er m a n e nt i m p a cts  

t o L o n g Bri d g e P ar k. T h e i m p a cts w o ul d o c c ur i n t h e 

n ort h e ast c or n er of t h e  p ar k b e hi n d t h e  pl a n n e d a q u a ti c  

c e nt e r. Arli n gt o n C o u nt y pl a ns f or t his ar e a t o r e m ai n as a 

n at ur all y v e g et at e d ar e a wit h o ut a n y r e cr e a ti o n al us es.  

T h er ef or e, its us e b y t h e  L o n g Bri d g e Pr oj e ct w o ul d n ot  

a d v ers el y a ti e ct t h e f e at ur es, a tiri b ut es, or a c ti vi ti es 

q u alif yi n g t h e pr o p ert y f or pr ot e c ti o n u n d er S e c ti o n 4(f).  

P e n di n g c o n c urr e n c e fr o m t h e O WJs f or t h e r es o ur c es,  

F R A pr o p os es t h at t h e t e m p or ar y o c c u p a n c y of L o n g  

Bri d g e P ar k,  t h e M VT,  H a n c o c k P ar k, a n d t h e Pl a n of t h e  

Cit y of W as hi n gt o n w o ul d n ot c o ns tit ut e a S e c ti o n 4(f)  

us e. T h e  te m p or ar y o c c u p a n c y ass o ci at e d wit h  

c o nstr u c fi o n w o ul d b e of s h ort d ur a ti o n (l ess t h a n t h e  

ti m e n e e d e d f or c o nstr u c ti o n of t h e pr oj e ct), w o ul d n ot  

r es ult i n a c h a n g e i n o w n ers hi p of t h e pr o p erty,  a n d 

w o ul d n ot r es ult i n a d v ers e c h a n g es t o t h e a c tt vi ti e s, 

f e at ur es, or a tiri b ut es of t h e pr o p erty. Fi n ally, t h e l a n d 

w o ul d b e  f ull y r est or e d t o a n e q ui v al e nt or b e ti er 

c o n diti o n f oll o wi n g c o m pl eti o n of t h e c o nstr u cti o n 

a cti viti es. 

F R A, i n c o or di n ati o n wit h r e g ul at or y a g e n ci es  a n d p ar k 

a d mi nistr at ors ar e c urr e ntl y d et er mi ni n g  m e as ur es t o 

m i ni miz e t h e t e m p or ar y a n d p er m a n e nt us es of S e cti o n 

4 (f) pr o p erti es. F R A is c o nsi d eri n g t h e pr o p os e d bi k e-

p e d estri a n cr ossi n g as p ot e nti al miti g ati o n  f or i m p a cts t o 

S e cti o n 4(f) pr o p erti es. T h e  p u bli c a n d  ag e n ci es c a n 

r e vi e w a n d c o m m e nt o n t h e Dr aft S e cti o n 4(f) E v al u ati o n 

i n c o nj u n cti o n wit h t h e p u bli c r e vi e w  peri o d f or t h e  D EI S. 

T h e Pr oj e ct S p o ns o r, w h o will c arr y  t h e Pr oj e ct t hr o u g h 

fi n al d esi g n a n d c o nstr u cti o n, is res p o nsi bl e f or s atisf yi n g 

th e a gr e e d- u p o n S e cti o n 4(f)  miti g ati o n c o m mit m e nts.
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T h e M o u nt V er n o n Tr ail i s a p art of t h e P ot o m a c 
H erit a g e N a ff o n al S c e ni c Tr ail n et w or k. St ar 
S p a n gl e d B a n n er N a ti o n al Hi st ori c Tr ail f oll o w s t h e 
G e or g e W a s hi n gt o n M e m ori al P ar k w a y.

F E E T
0   1, 0 0 0  2, 0 0 0

L E G E N D

W h a t i s a d e mi ni mi s  i m p a c t ?

F or p ar k s, r e cr e ati o n ar e a s, a n d wil dlif e or w at erf o wl r ef u g e s, a d e mi ni mi s i m p a ct o c c ur s w h e n a 

tr a n s p ort ati o n pr o gr a m or pr oj e ct w o ul d n ot a d v er s el y a ff e ct t h e a cti viti e s, f e at ur e s, a n d attri b ut e s t h at  

m a k e t h e r e s o ur c e eli gi bl e f or pr ot e cti o n ( 4 9 U S C 3 0 3( d)( 3)). F or hi st ori c sit e s,  a d e mi ni mi s  i m p a ct o c c ur s 

w h e n t h e S e cti o n 1 0 6 pr o c e s s d et er mi n e s a tr a n s p ort ati o n pr o gr a m or pr oj e ct w o ul d h a v e n o a d v er s e e ff e ct 

o n t h e hi st ori c sit e ( 4 9 U S C 3 0 3( d)( 2)).



Key Minimization and  
Mitigation Measures

The conceptual engineering conducted in support of the 
DEIS avoided or minimized adverse impacts to the 
natural and built environment where feasible. Where 
adverse impacts cannot be avoided or minimized, or 
when no other reasonable or feasible alternative would 
be available, the impacts are mitigated where required. 
Mitigation can be accomplished through repairing, 
rehabilitating, or restoring the affected environment. 
Where necessary, impacts may be mitigated by replacing 
or providing substitute resources. Mitigation will 
continue to be addressed throughout the NEPA process. 
Key minimization and mitigation measures proposed in 
the DEIS and the Section 106 PA are listed below. 

TRANSPORTATION

Develop construction phasing to maintain two-track 
railroad service to the extent feasible and limit 
disruptions to two-track service to nights and weekends.

Coordinate interruptions in Metrorail service with 
WMATA and limit to nights and weekends.

Develop Traffic Management Plan including temporary 
traffic control plans, analysis of traffic operations, and a 
public outreach campaign for GWMP, I-395, and Maine 
Avenue SW.

Install wayfinding signage, as appropriate, to redirect 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic during temporary closures 
due to construction.

Coordinate with NPS to identify temporary parking or 
parking shuttles to mitigate for loss of parking spaces at 
NPS Park Lot C during construction, especially during 
periods of heavy usage.

Evaluate potential for alternate parking 
accommodations to mitigate the temporary loss of 
parking at the Washington Marin during construction. 

LAND USE 
Use areas already disturbed for other construction 
projects to minimize impacts of construction staging.

Incorporate vegetative buffers and screening as 
practicable between potentially sensitive land uses and 
new transportation infrastructure.

Maintain visitor use of recreation areas, parks, and 
trails to extent practicable during construction. 

PROPERTY
Comply with the Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as 
amended, and applicable District, Virginia, and 
Arlington County laws in any instances where property 
acquisition or displacement would be necessary to 
implement the Project. 

If full property acquisition is required, fairly compensate 
property owners for the land acquired and, if necessary, 
provide relocation assistance. 

Establish agreements with private property owners and 
building tenants to provide construction access in a 
manner that minimizes adverse impacts to business 
activities and other land uses. 

Work with property owners to temporarily relocate 
parking spaces where feasible, or appropriately 
compensate property owners for loss of parking spaces 
and revenue. 

WATER RESOURCES 
Implement erosion and sediment control measures to 
minimize stormwater runoff.

Implement stormwater BMPs to mitigate long-term 
adverse impacts to water quality in the Roaches Run 
and Potomac River watersheds.

Design piers with an elliptical shape to minimize 
turbulence and hydraulic force against pier walls.

Establish construction areas landward of the 100-year 
floodplain to extent possible. 

Restore temporarily disturbed floodplain areas 
following construction. 

NOISE AND VIBRATION 

Implement top-of-rail friction modifier system and 
gauge-face lubrication to minimize wheel squeal.

Use either a spring-rail frog or moveable-point frog to 
reduce noise produced by gap in railroad running 
surface.

Develop Construction Noise and Vibration Control Plan 
detailing methods to minimize construction-period 
noise and vibration impacts.

VISUAL RESOURCES 

Implement final landscaping, including planting, plant 
selection, and berms, to screen transportation 
infrastructure from viewers.

Design structures to be aesthetically compatible with 
character of existing structures.

Include NPS in the design process.

Use aesthetically pleasing construction fencing and 
barriers to block potentially unattractive views into 
construction areas.  

Avoid use of GWMP to transport construction 
equipment, as possible.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Develop PA in consultation with DC SHPO, VDHR, and 
signatories under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 to avoid, minimize, and/or 
mitigate all adverse effects. Draft provisions include: 

• Design structures to be aesthetically compatible 
with character of existing structures.

• Restore vegetative screening and  
mature vegetation.

• Monitor for potential archaeological resources.

RECREATION AND PARKS

Develop a tree protection plan prior to construction.

Replace mature vegetation removed during 
construction to extent possible.

Mitigate direct property impacts to Long Bridge Park, 
GWMP, and East Potomac Park through construction  
of a bike-pedestrian bridge that will connect the parks 
and the regional trail system.

Maintain visitor use of recreation areas, parks, and 
trails to extent practicable during construction.

Continue to refine construction access and staging 
plans to avoid or minimize use of park land.

NATURAL ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS AND 
ENDANGERED SPECIES
Require contractor to employ tree and vegetation 
protection measures through fencing, pruning, mulch, 
and planking.

Restore vegetated areas to pre-construction function 
and appearance, either through reseeding or replanting 
of woody vegetation using native species.

Require contractor to employ erosion control and 
stormwater management measures during construction.

Implement Best Management Practices to reduce or 
eliminate anticipated undesirable effects to wildlife, 
such as performing certain activities during months 
when migratory birds are not nesting.

Avoid dredging to the extent practicable, to minimize 
impacts to riverbed habitats.

Perform work behind cofferdams to reduce turbidity.

Use noise attenuating tools such as a cushion block to 
reduce noise levels below injury or behavioral 
modification thresholds for fish.

Do not perform in-stream construction work during 
specific periods when migratory fish are most likely to 
be present in the Project Area.
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W h a t i s a P a r ti ci p a ti n g A g e n c y ?

P arti ci p ati n g A g e n ci e s ar e F e d er al, st at e, or 

l o c al a g e n ci e s or F e d er all y r e c o g ni z e d tri b al 

g o v er n m e nt al or g a ni z ati o n s wit h a n i nt er e st i n 

t h e Pr oj e ct. T h er e ar e 2 3 P arti ci p ati n g A g e n ci e s 

a s s o ci at e d wit h t h e Pr oj e ct. A f ull li st of t h e 

P arti ci p ati n g A g e n ci e s i s i n cl u d e d i n T a bl e 2 5- 2 

i n C h a pt er 2 5. 0, P u bli c I n v ol v e m e nt a n d A g e n c y 

C o or di n ati o n.

P u bli c a n d a g e n c y c o or di n a ti o n ar e i nt e gr al as p e cts of 

t h e N E P A pr o c ess. D e cisi o ns a b o ut t h e f ut ur e of t h e L o n g 

Bri d g e C orri d or a ti e ct a r a n g e of st a k e h ol d ers, i n cl u di n g 

r esi d e nts, tr a v el ers, r ailr o a d o p er at ors, a n d a g e n ci es. F R A 

a n d D D O T d e v el o p e d t h e A g e n c y a n d P u bli c 

C o or di n a ti o n Pl a n i n c o m pli a n c e wit h E ti ci e nt 

E n vir o n m e nt al R e vi e ws f or Pr oj e ct D e cisi o n m a ki n g  

( 2 3 U S C 1 3 9( g)( 1)), w hi c h d et ails t h e r e q uir e d p u bli c  

a n d a g e n c y i n v ol v e m e nt pr o c ess. T h e L e a d A g e n ci es 

distri b ut e d t h e Pl a n t o t h e C o o p er a ti n g a n d P ar ti ci p a ti n g 

A g e n ci es a n d p u blis h e d it o n t h e Pr oj e ct w e bsit e.

A g e n c y C o or di n a ti o n 
T h e L e a d A g e n ci es c o n d u ct t h e N E P A pr o c ess a n d 

pr e p ar e t h e D EI S f or t h e pr o p os e d Pr oj e ct. T h e y e ns ur e 

t h e pr o c ess a n d t h e d o c u m e nt f oll o w F e d er al l a ws a n d 

a p pli c a bl e r e g ul a ti o ns. T h e y al s o m a y iss u e a p pr o v als 

a n d pr o vi d e f u n di n g f or c o nstr u c ti o n of a pr oj e ct i n t h e 

f ut ur e. T h e L e a d A g e n ci es f or t h e Pr oj e ct ar e:

• F R A – L e a d F e d er al A g e n c y

• D D O T – J oi nt L e a d A g e n c y

T h e L e a d A g e n ci es i n vit e d a g e n ci es wit h j uris di c ti o n b y 

l a w or wit h ot h er s p e ci al e x p er tis e r el at e d t o t h e 

Pr oj e ct t o b e C o o p er a ti n g A g e n ci es. T h es e a g e n ci es ar e:

•  N P S

• F e d er al Tr a nsit A d mi nistr a ffi o n ( F T A) 

• N a ti o n al C a pit al Pl a n ni n g C o m missi o n 

• U nit e d St at es Ar m y C or ps of E n gi n e ers – 

B al ft m or e Distri ct

•  U nit e d St at es C o ast G u ar d 

• Vir gi ni a D e p art m e nt of R ail a n d P u bli c 

Tr a ns p ort a ti o n 

• V R E

A s e st a bli s h e d i n t h e Pl a n, F R A a n d D D O T c o or di n at e d 

wit h t h e Pr oj e ct’s C o o p er a ti n g a n d P ar ti ci p a ti n g 

A g e n ci e s at r e q uir e d k e y p oi nt s:

• N o ti c e of I nt e nt;

•  S c o pi n g;

• I n vit a ti o n t o r el e v a nt p ar ti es t o b e c o m e 

C o o p er a fl n g a n d P ar ti ci p a ti n g A g e n ci es; 

• D e v el o p m e nt of t h e A g e n c y a n d P u bli c 

C o or di n a ti o n Pl a n; a n d

• I nt er a g e n c y C o or di n a ti o n M e e ti n gs.

T h e L e a d A g e n ci e s al s o c o n d u ct e d r e g ul ar o utr e a c h 

wit h t h e C o o p er a ti n g a n d P ar fi ci p a ti n g A g e n ci e s 

t hr o u g h o ut t h e Pr oj e ct, n o tif yi n g t h e m of i m p ort a nt 

e v e nt s a n d r e q u e s ti n g a g e n c y r e vi e w of k e y t e c h ni c al 

d o c u m e nt s.

P u bli c C o or di n a ti o n
R e g ar di n g p u bli c i n v ol v e m e nt, F R A a n d D D O T pr o vi d e d 

i nf or m a ff o n t o t h e p u bli c e arl y a n d c o n ff n u e d t o s oli cit 

p u bli c f e e d b a c k t hr o u g h o ut t h e N E P A pr o c e s s. T h e y 

e n c o ur a g e d a n o p e n di s c u s si o n of Pr oj e ct d et ail s a n d 

i s s u e s a n d pr o vi d e d o p p ort u ni ti e s f or c o m m e nt s a n d 

q u e s ti o n s. F R A a n d D D O T h a v e e n g a g e d t h e p u bli c 

u si n g s p e ci ti c p u bli c m e e ti n g s t o pr e s e nt i nf or m a ti o n 

a n d s oli cit c o m m e nt s at Pr oj e ct mil e st o n e s. T h e s e 

mil e st o n e s i n cl u d e S c o pi n g, alt er n a ti v e s d e v el o p m e nt, 

a n d s el e c ti o n of t h e Pr ef err e d Alt er n a ti v e. T o d at e, F R A 

a n d D D O T h a v e h el d s e v e n p u bli c m e e ti n g s o n t h e 

Pr oj e ct. T hi s i n cl u d e s f o ur m e e ti n g s h el d d uri n g t h e 

P h a s e I a n d II f e a si bilit y st u di e s b ef or e t h e N E P A 

pr o c e s s b e g a n. 

W h o i s i n v ol v e d i n  
 t h e N E P A pr o c e s s ?   

W h at i s a C o o p e r a ti n g A g e n c y ?

A C o o p er ati n g A g e n c y i s a n y F e d er al a g e n c y, 

ot h er t h a n a L e a d A g e n c y, t h at h a s 

j uri s di cti o n b y l a w or s p e ci al e x p erti s e wit h 

r e s p e ct t o a n y e n vir o n m e nt al i m p a ct 

i n v ol v e d i n a pr o p o s e d pr oj e ct or pr oj e ct 

alt er n ati v e. T h er e ar e s e v e n C o o p er ati n g 

A g e n ci e s a s s o ci at e d wit h t h e Pr oj e ct.

F R A a n d D D O T u s e d a v ari et y of c o m m u ni c a ti o n t o ol s 

t o i nf or m a n d e n g a g e t h e p u bli c, st a k e h ol d ers, a n d 

a g e n ci e s r e g ar di n g t h e p u bli c m e e ti n g s a n d a n y  

Pr oj e ct u p d at e s. T o ol s i n cl u d e a Pr oj e ct w e bsit e  

(w w w.l o n g bri d g e pr oj e ct. c o m ), el e ctr o ni c a n d 

tr a di tti o n al m aili n g li st s, n e ws p a p er a d v er ti s e m e nt s, 

pr e s s r el e a s e s, p u bli c a ti o n s, a n d m e e ffi n g s.
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What is the timeline for 
the NEPA process?

AUGUST 26, 2016
FRA and DDOT initiated the NEPA process 

with publication of the Notice of Intent  
in the Federal Register

SEPTEMBER 14, 2016
FRA and DDOT held public and 
agency Scoping meetingsOCTOBER 14, 2016

Scoping comment period ended

FALL 2016 TO SPRING 2017
FRA and DDOT screened  
preliminary concepts

MAY 16, 2017
FRA and DDOT held public and agency 

meetings to present results of the  
Level 1 Concept Screening

DECEMBER 14, 2017
FRA and DDOT held public and agency 

meetings to present the alternatives for 
evaluation in the DEIS

NOVEMBER 29, 2018
FRA and DDOT held public and agency 

meetings to present the  
Preferred Alternative

FALL 2019
Public review, hearing, and official 

comment period on the DEIS 

SPRING 2017 TO WINTER 2018
FRA and DDOT screened  
detailed concepts

WINTER 2019
Cooperating Agencies reviewed the 
DEIS and provided comments

SPRING 2018 TO SUMMER 2019
FRA and DDOT analyzed impacts  
of the alternatives

WINTER 2020
 Cooperating Agencies review the 
Administrative Final EIS (FEIS) and 
Record of Decision (ROD) 

SUMMER 2020
FRA and DDOT publish  

the FEIS and ROD
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T h e D EI S a n d Dr a ti S e c ti o n 4(f) E v al u a ti o n ar e a v ail a bl e 

f or p u bli c r e vi e w at t h e Pr oj e ct w e bsit e: w w w.

l o n g bri d g e pr oj e ct. c o m. I n a d di ti o n, pri nt e d c o pi e s of 

t h e D EI S a n d Dr a ti S e c ti o n 4(f) E v al u a ti o n ar e a v ail a bl e 

i n s e v er al r e p o sit ori e s li st e d o n t h e Pr oj e ct w e bsit e. 

F R A a n d D D O T will h ol d a p u bli c h e ari n g i n F all 2 0 1 9 t o 

all o w m e m b ers of t h e p u bli c, el e ct e d o ti ci al s, a n d 

a g e n ci e s t o pr o vi d e or al t e s ti m o n y o n t h e D EI S. 

C o m m e nt s o n t h e D EI S a n d Dr a ti S e c ti o n 4(f) 
E v al u a ti o n ar e d u e b y O ct o b er 2 8, 2 0 1 9 , a n d  
m a y b e s u b mi ti e d i n t h e f oll o wi n g w a y s:

• T hr o u g h t h e o nli n e c o m m e nt f or m at  

w w w.l o n g bri d g e pr oj e ct. c o m ;

• Vi a e m ail t o  i nf o @l o n g bri d g e pr oj e ct. c o m

W h at ar e t h e n e xt st e p s  
i n t h e N E P A pr o c e s s ?   

F oll o wi n g t h e p u bli c c o m m e nt p eri o d, F R A a n d 

D D O T i nt e n d t o i s s u e a c o m bi n e d F EI S a n d R O D 

d o c u m e nt p ur s u a nt t o 4 9 U S C 3 0 4( a), u nl e s s 

st at ut or y crit eri a or pr a cti c a bilit y c o n si d er ati o n s 

pr e cl u d e i s s u a n c e of t h e c o m bi n e d d o c u m e nt. 

R e s p o n s e s t o t h e c o m m e nt s r e c ei v e d o n t h e D EI S 

will b e i n cl u d e d i n t h e F EI S/ R O D. 

T h e D EI S c o nt ai n s d et ail e d i nf or m a ffi o n o n t h e t o pi c s 

s u m m ari z e d i n t hi s d o c u m e nt. T h e f oll o wi n g t a bl e li st s 

w h er e f urt h er d et ail s ar e f o u n d i n t h e D EI S.

F or A d diti o n al I nf or m ati o n   

E X E C U TI V E S U M M A R Y T O PI C D EI S L O C A TI O N

P R O J E C T O V E R VI E W

C h a pt er 1 I ntr o d u cti o n

C h a pt er 2 P ur p o s e a n d N e e d

P R O J E C T A L T E R N A TI V E S A N D  
P R E F E R R E D A L T E R N A TI V E

C h a pt er 3 Alt er n ati v e s

A p p e n di x B 1
Alt er n ati v e s D e v el o p m e nt 

R e p ort

P R O J E C T I M P A C T S A N D MI TI G A TI O N

C h a pt er 4 I m p a ct A n al y si s Fr a m e w or k

C h a pt er s 5 t o 2 1  R e s o ur c e C h a pt er s

C h a pt er 2 2  Bi k e- P e d e stri a n Cr o s si n g

C h a pt er 2 4  Dr a  S e cti o n 4(f) E v al u ati o n

A p p e n di x D 3
E n vir o n m e nt al C o n s e q u e n c e s 

R e p ort

P U B LI C I N V O L V E M E N T A N D  
A G E N C Y C O O R DI N A TI O N C h a pt er 2 5

P u bli c I n v ol v e m e nt a n d  

A g e n c y C o or di n ati o n
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