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The Railroad Locomotive Safety Standards, 49 CFR §229.119(c), requires that floors of
cabs, passageways, and compartments be kept free from oil, water, waste or any
obstruction that creates a slipping, tripping or fire hazard.

Locomotive air compressor compartments are routinely utilized for the storage of tools and
materials for servicing the locomotive and train (i.e.. air hoses, jumper cables, wrenches,
etc.,) thereby requiring train crew members to enter the air compressor compartment to
retrieve many of these items.  If the floor in the air compressor compartment is cluttered
with loose material or is covered with oil, a tripping or slipping hazard exists.

One railroad is currently installing toolboxes on their locomotives in the doorway leading
into the air compressor compartment.  The toolbox location is identified and all other doors
leading into the air compressor compartment are marked for maintenance personnel only. 
The railroad believes that by removing the tools from the compartment and denying access
to all except maintenance personnel, the slipping hazard has been removed.  In addition,
maintenance personnel entering the compartment are required to inspect the floor first and
then remove any slipping or tripping hazard prior to entry.

In late-1999, an MP&E Technical Resolution Committee examined the application of
§229.119(c) relevant to air compressor compartments, in light of the scenario noted
above.  Based on the discussions and recommendations developed by that Committee,
FRA has determined that the presence of oil on the floor of the locomotive air compressor
compartment does not constitute a slipping or tripping hazard under §229.119(c), if all of
the following conditions are complied with:
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! Tr ai n cr e w s ar e pr o hi bit e d fr o m e nt eri n g t h e air c o m pr e s s or c o m p art m e nt b y
g e n er al or d er, b ull eti n or d er, ti m e t a bl e i n str u cti o n s, or ot h er f or m al i n str u cti o n s;

! T h e air c o m pr e s s or c o m p art m e nt d o or s ar e st e n cil e d t o i n di c at e t h at tr ai n cr e w
m e m b er s ar e n ot t o e nt er t h e c o m p art m e nt s;

! T o ol st or a g e c o m p art m e nt s ar e r e a dil y a n d cl e arl y i d e ntifi e d b y st e n cil s;

! T o ol st or a g e c o m p art m e nt s ar e s elf- c o nt ai n e d u nit s, arr a n g e d a n d d e si g n e d s o t h at
a n y t o ol s or m at eri al s f alli n g fr o m t h e st or a g e h o o k s or r a c k d o n ot f all o nt o t h e fl o or
of air c o m pr e s s or c o m p art m e nt;

! W h e n a tr ai n cr e w m e m b er i d e ntifi e s ( wit h o ut e nt eri n g t h e c o m p art m e nt) a sli p pi n g
h a z ar d i n t h e air c o m pr e s s or c o m p art m e nt, t h e c o n diti o n i s li st e d o n t h e i n s p e cti o n
r e p ort ( c urr e nt or n e xt d ail y).  I d e ntifi c ati o n of s u c h a c o n diti o n s h o ul d n ot b e tr e at e d
a s a n o n- c o m pl yi n g c o n diti o n u n d er p art 2 2 9, if all ot h er c o n diti o n s c o nt ai n e d i n t hi s
b ull eti n ar e ot h er wi s e m et;

! W h e n a n y t o ol s or m at eri al s i nt e n d e d f or u s e b y t h e tr ai n cr e w ar e f o u n d o n t h e air
c o m p art m e nt fl o or, t h e c o n diti o n i s tr e at e d a s a tri p pi n g h a z ar d, a n o n- c o m pl yi n g
c o n diti o n u n d er § 2 2 9. 1 1 9( c), a n d c orr e cti v e a cti o n i s t a k e n;

! R ailr o a d s s h o ul d c o nti n u e t o cl e a n t h e air c o m pr e s s or c o m p art m e nt a s n e c e s s ar y
i n a ti m el y f a s hi o n.

F R A i n s p e ct or s s h o ul d t a k e a p pr o pri at e e nf or c e m e nt a cti o n, if t h er e i s oil o n t h e air
c o m pr e s s or c o m p art m e nt fl o or t h at cr e at e s a sli p p er y c o n diti o n a n d  t h er e i s a t o ol, p art, or
m at eri al i n si d e t h at m a y b e n e e d e d b y a tr ai n cr e w m e m b er, e v e n t h o u g h all ot h er
c o n diti o n s n ot e d a b o v e h a v e b e e n m et ( e. g. r e stri ct e d a c c e s s, s e p ar at e t o ol st or a g e
c o m p art m e nt ar e a).  

F urt h er m or e, if t h e l o c o m oti v e i s n ot pr o p erl y st e n cil e d, a s n ot e d a b o v e, or t h e tr ai n cr e w i s
u n a w ar e of t h e a c c e s s r e stri cti o n s t o t h e air c o m pr e s s or c o m p art m e nt, t h e n a n y l o o s e
m at eri al or oil o n t h e air c o m pr e s s or c o m p art m e nt fl o or t h at cr e at e s a sli p pi n g or tri p pi n g
h a z ar d w o ul d c o n stit ut e n o n- c o m pli a n c e wit h § 2 2 9. 1 1 9( c) a n d a p pr o pri at e e nf or c e m e nt
a cti o n s h o ul d b e t a k e n.
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