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    D at e: J a n u ar y 7, 2 0 0 0 R e pl y t o Att. of:  M P & E 0 0- 0 2

 S u bj e ct: P art 2 3 2, I n s p e cti o n A cti vit y C o d e s

    Fr o m: E d w ar d R. E n gli s h
Dir e ct or, Offi c e of S af et y A s s ur a n c e a n d C o m pli a n c e

      T o: R e gi o n al A d mi ni str at or s, D e p ut y R e gi o n al A d mi ni str at or s,
M oti v e P o w er & E q ui p m e nt S p e ci ali st s a n d I n s p e ct or s

R e c e ntl y, q u e sti o n s h a v e b e e n r ai s e d c o n c er ni n g t h e c urr e nt m et h o d of c o m pili n g air
br a k e i n s p e cti o n d at a.  S p e cifi c all y, t h e d at a d o e s n ot di sti n g ui s h w h et h er c ar s ar e " o n- air"
or " off- air" w h e n i n s p e cti o n s f or air br a k e c o m pli a n c e, P art 2 3 2, ar e p erf or m e d.  F or t h e
p ur p o s e s of t hi s di s c u s si o n, " o n- air" m e a n s t h e c ar h a s s uffi ci e nt br a k e pi p e pr e s s ur e t o
o p er at e t h e air br a k e pi st o n s, a n d t h e c ar i s i n s p e ct e d wit h t h e br a k e s a p pli e d.  T hi s c o ul d
b e eit h er a f ull s er vi c e or a n e m er g e n c y br a k e a p pli c ati o n.  " Off- air" m e a n s t h e c ar i s
i n s p e ct e d wit h o ut t h e br a k e s a p pli e d.  

F e d er al R ailr o a d A d mi ni str ati o n ( F R A) i n s p e ct or s r o uti n el y e x a mi n e c ar s t h at ar e n ot  " o n-
air" t o i n s p e ct f or t h e s e c ur e m e nt of t h e br a k e e q ui p m e nt, t h e p o siti o n of t h e r et ai n er s,
c o n diti o n of t h e br a k e pi p e a n d v al v e s, t h e o p er ati o n of a n gl e c o c k s, et c.  S u c h
i n s p e cti o n s ar e i n cl u d e d i n t h e c ar c o u nt u n d er t h e a cti vit y c o d e f or P art 2 3 2.  H o w e v er,
m a n y f u n cti o n s of t h e br a k e s c a n n ot b e o b s er v e d; i. e. pi st o n tr a v el li mit s, bi n di n g or
f o uli n g, a u di bl e air l e a k s, et c.  

I n or d er t o d et er mi n e w h et h er c ar s i n s p e ct e d f or P art 2 3 2 c o m pli a n c e ar e " o n- air" or " off-
air", a n e w a cti vit y c o d e h a s b e e n cr e at e d.  Eff e cti v e i m m e di at el y, i n s p e ct or s  s h all u s e t h e
f oll o wi n g a cti vit y c o d e s f or P art 2 3 2 i n s p e cti o n a cti viti e s:

A cti vit y C o d e I n s p e cti o n A cti vit y

    2 3 2 A n y c ar i n s p e ct e d f or P art 2 3 2 c o m pli a n c e t h at d o e s n ot h a v e
t h e br a k e s a p pli e d. 

    2 3 2 A A n y c ar i n s p e ct e d f or P art 2 3 2 c o m pli a n c e t h at h a s t h e br a k e s
a p pli e d b y eit h er a s er vi c e r e d u cti o n or a n e m er g e n c y
a p pli c ati o n, s o t h at t h e f u n cti o n alit y of t h e br a k e s a n d pi st o n



travel limits can be observed.

    232T Anytime a train air brake test is observed.

    232E An inspection of the End-of-Train Device is conducted.

    232S Monitoring a single car or repair track air brake test.

Inspectors are also reminded that they need to verify the number of cars inspected before
entering the number on the inspection report.  Do not rely solely upon the representation of
railroad personnel or train consist sheets to determine how many cars are inspected  
There are several methods inspectors could use, including counting the cars with hand-
held counters, or using the train consist and checking off the cars as they are inspected.

If there are any questions, contact your Regional Specialist.

#


