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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
PO Box 47775  Olympia, Washington 98504-7775  (360) 407-6300 

711 for Washington Relay Service  Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341 

 

 
August 9, 2010 
 
 
Elizabeth Phinney 
State Rail and Marine Office 
WA Department of Transportation 
PO Box 47404 
Olympia, WA  98504‐7407 
 
Dear Ms. Phinney: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NEPA Draft FONSI for the Pacific Northwest Rail 
Corridor project, located from the Columbia River to the Canadian Border as proposed by WSDOT.  The 
Department of Ecology (Ecology) reviewed the environmental checklist and has the following 
comment(s): 
 

SHORELANDS/WETLANDS:  Alex Callender (360) 407‐6167 
 
Wetland impacts are anticipated in the project area which includes different watersheds and 
jurisdictions.  Now would be the time to plan for advanced mitigation.  Mitigation site selection 
should be done at a watershed scale.   
 
Some of the wetland fill and other activities may occur within shoreline jurisdiction.  The project’s 
activities and uses in shoreline jurisdiction must be consistent with the shoreline management act 
and the local shoreline master programs. 
 
TOXICS CLEANUP:  Marv Coleman (360) 407‐6259/Craig Rankine (360) 690‐4795 
Individual segments of the project should be subject to SEPA process.  Please provide township, 
range and section (T.R.S.) information with those submittals.  
 
WASTE 2 RESOURCES:  Mike Drumright (360) 407‐6397 
 
This is in a planning stage and therefore individual projects mentioned in the plan that may have an 
environmental impact will be dealt with in its own SEPA process as it relates to that specific project 
action.  
 

Ecology’s comments are based upon information provided by the lead agency.  As such, they may not 
constitute an exhaustive list of the various authorizations that must be obtained or legal requirements 
that must be fulfilled in order to carry out the proposed action. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to respond to these comments, please contact the appropriate 
reviewing staff listed above. 
 
Department of Ecology 
Southwest Regional Office 
 
(AW: 10‐3644) 
 
cc:  Alex Callender, SEA 
  Marv Coleman, TCP 
  Mike Drumright, W2R 
  Craig Rankine, TCP/VFO 
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From: Phinney, Elizabeth
To: DuMond, Melissa (FRA)
Subject: FW: Comments on PNW Rail  Corridor Draft FNSI
Date: Wednesday, August 11, 2010 6:30:17 PM

 
 

From: Peter Zahn [mailto:PZahn@ci.dupont.wa.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2010 3:21 PM
To: Phinney, Elizabeth
Cc: Bill Kingman
Subject: Comments on PNW Rail Corridor Draft FNSI
 
Elizabeth:
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comment on the Draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FNSI).  Following our conversation this afternoon, we would like to offer the
following comments on the findings for your consideration:
 
Environmental Commitments, Noise Section
Page 24, Item 50, Section L, Noise, Section VI, Environmental Commitments, of the Draft FNSI
states, “If impacts exceed FRA severe criteria for noise impacts, WSDOT will consider specific noise
abatement measures…”
 
DuPont has residential structures within 800 feet of the rail line and within 500 feet of the
commuter rail-highway crossing at Barksdale Avenue that is proposed to be improved with horns
and bells. Chapter 4 of the DOT document titled, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment,
Publication FTA-VA-90-1003-06, dated May 2006, states a noise assessment should be performed
to identify locations where a project may cause noise impact. Table 4-1 of the document delineates
screening distances for noise assessments. The screening distance for a commuter rail-highway
crossing with horns and bells is 1,200 feet.  We believe DuPont warrants a noise assessment based
on these criteria to determine noise impacts and verify appropriate and effective mitigation
measures are incorporated into the design of the related project through DuPont, and feel that the
document could more clearly speak to this criteria.    
 
We recommend the Environmental Commitments statement on Page 24 of the Draft FNSI be
revised to state that WSDOT will conduct noise assessment if buildings are located within the
screening distances indicated on Table 4-1 of Publication FTA-VA-90-1003-06 and propose
appropriate and effective mitigation where warranted.  Currently, the section states that “…
impacts will be further investigated...for those projects that have the potential to cause adverse
effects.”
 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment.  Should you have any questions, please feel free
to contact me.
 

Peter L. Zahn
Public Works Director
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