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History 
49 CFR §174.50 (RSPA, 1985) 

 Tank cars only - no approval language 
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History 
49 CFR §174.50 (RSPA, 1996) 

 Added approval language for tank cars only 
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History 
49 CFR §174.50 (PHMSA, 2000-Present) 

 Expanded approval language to cover all bulk 
packagings. 
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1. Provide for the safe movement of non-
complying bulk packages by rail. 

2. Track movements of non-complying bulk 
packages transported by rail. 

3. Assure that proper/necessary repairs are 
completed by authorized (certified or 
registered) entities (as appropriate for the 
defect). 

4. Identify systemic safety problems. 

Purpose 
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Current OTMA Procedures 
(HMG-127 Revision-2) 
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Current OTMA Procedures 

• HMG-127 
 Published January 31, 2012 
 Revision-1 March 27, 2012 
 Revision-2 October 31, 2012 
 Revision-3 October 2013 
 Established three categories of OTMA 
 OTMA-1 (Traditional) 
 OTMA-2 (Written approval from FRA) 
 OTMA-3 (Standing Approval) 
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How to Use the OTMA Notice 
Reverse 3-2-1 Process:  
• Does known defect meet any of the applicable stated defect 

situational bullets for an OTMA-3 category movement. 
• If a particular OTMA-3 situational bullet can be used ensure 

that it is able to be applied to the status of the car, i.e. A,B,C 
or D.  

•  If OTMA-3 category is applicable to the car in question then 
just follow the guidance given in the Notice for an OTMA-3.   

• If none of the OTMA-3 situational bullets are applicable then 
it is automatically an OTMA-1.  

• If car is an identified “overload” then it is automatically an 
OTMA-2 category Approval.  
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OTMA-1 Applicability 
All tanks containing Poison Inhalation Hazard (PIH) 
Materials and all other defects that do not meet the 
criteria for OTMA-2 or OTMA-3. 

Examples: 
- Damage to tank shell or head 
- Stub-sill crack 
- BOV leak detected at flanged connection to tank 

car 
- Valve leaking through primary closure on loaded 

tank car 
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OTMA-2 Applicability 
Overloads by weight (cars overloaded by volume 
generally will need to be reduced prior to further 
movement) 

Required Information 
1. Scale ticket 
2. Specific gravity of the commodity at the product loading 

temperature 
3. Specific  Gravity of commodity at appropriate reference 

temperature (see 49 CFR 173.24b(a)) 
4. Volume (in gallons) and tare weight of bulk 

package/packaging 
5. Innage/outage table for the tank car  
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OTMA-3 (standing approval) 
Applicability 

 
 Bulk Package/Packaging  Status Applicability: 
 A – Loaded bulk packages 
 B – Cleaned and purged bulk packaging   
          (requires cleaning certificate) 
 C – Residue bulk packages 
 D – Specification bulk packages containing a  
           non-regulated material 

 
 

 
 
 

Current OTMA Procedures 



Hazmat 

OTMA-3 (standing approval)  
Applicability 

Specific listing of situational bullets of 
relatively lower risk defective conditions as 
specified in HMG-127 Revision-2.  
 Service Equipment – Top Fittings 
 Service Equipment – Bottom Fittings 
 Interior Coating/Linings 
 Heater Coils 
 Jacket/Insulation 
 Derailment Damage 
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OTMA-3 (standing approval) Examples 
• Valve handle stuck in closed position (no leak) 
• Illegible or missing car stencils 
• Damaged/missing manway safety bolt (provided manway 

can otherwise be adequately secured using remaining bolts) 
• Broken or malfunctioning magnetic gauge rod  
• Damaged/missing safety chains or closure plugs/caps (no 

damage to primary valve) 
• Defective heating coils  - only for cleaned & purged cars 

with interior coils OR all cars with exterior coils where 
defect does not provide a flowpath from product space.  

• Residue car BOV leaks through primary valve seat, but not 
leaking through secondary closure plug/cap (NOTE: Leaks 
from BOV flanged connections are not OTMA-3) 

• Leakproofness testing required to validate repairs made.   
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NAR’s as OTMA-3 Movements  
 

 Bulk packages that have experienced a non-accident release 
cannot automatically be categorized as an OTMA-3 category 
for movement.  

 However, FRA HQ HM Specialists who review and process 
OTMA requests, have discretion to authorize movement of a 
bulk package that has experienced a NAR in transportation 
to be moved as an OTMA-3 category movement dependent 
on the specific circumstances involved for any given package.  

 Communication and coordination between the 
applicant/Grantee rep and the FRA HQ HM Specialist is 
required.   
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General Requirements  
 Package marking for OTMA-2 & OTMA-3  
 Shortest route consideration given the nature of the defect 

and ability to clean and effect repairs to the package 
 Notification to the bulk package owner. Owners 

responsibility to notify the repair facility that a root cause 
analysis is required of the cause of the defect .  NOTE: A 
RCA is not necessarily required for an OTMA -3 category 
situation.   

 Notification to the consignee or destination facility.  
 Applicant who submits the OTMA-3 notification to FRA is 

considered the “Grantee” and is held responsible for 
compliance with requirements of the FRA OTMA Process 
Hazmat Guidance Notice.  
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Verbal Movement Approval 
-Unique circumstances requiring expedited movement 

Current OTMA Procedures 
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 Short Movements Authorized by §174.50 
Without Approval 

Current OTMA Procedures 

“A leaking bulk package containing a 
hazardous material may be moved without 
repair or approval only so far as necessary 
to reduce or to eliminate an immediate 
threat of harm to human health or the 
environment when it is determined its 
movement would provide greater safety than 
allowing the package to remain in place.” 
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OTMA-3 

Applicant/grantee self certifies through 
email notification to FRA that the 
defective condition meets the criteria in 
HMG-127 Revision-2 for movement 
under OTMA-3 

Applying for OTMA 
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OTMA-3 Notification 
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OTMA-1 and OTMA-2 
Compliance 

• Movement of a tank car that is not 
compliant with the conditions and 
limitations of the written approval issued 
by FRA is a violation of §174.50. 

 
• Movement of a tank car with defective 

conditions not disclosed to FRA in the 
written application for approval is a 
violation of §174.50.  
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OTMA-3 Compliance 

Movement of a car under OTMA-3 that does not 
meet the criteria/procedural requirements in HMG-
127 Revision-2 for movement as an OTMA-3 is 
non-compliant with 49 CFR §174.50 and 
appropriate enforcement actions may be taken. 
 
TIP: If you are unsure if a particular defective 
condition meets criteria for movement as an 
OTMA-3 contact a FRA Hazmat Specialist prior to 
submitting the OTMA-3 notification, or submit the 
application form as an OTMA-1/OTMA-2 for 
review by an FRA HQ Specialist. 
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39 

37% (850) 

8% (191) 

55% (1277) 

2012 OTMA Summary 

OTMA-1 OTMA-2 OTMA-3
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OTMAs for MP&E 

• Certain mechanical defects need an 
OTMA from FRA’s MP&E Division 

 - Ladders, handholds and safety 
 appliances 
 - Freight car under frame   
 components (draft sill, trucks, 
 etc.) 
 - Brakes 
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OTMA’s for MP&E 

Contact: 
 
Gary Fairbanks 
MP&E Division Staff Director 
Gary.Fairbanks@dot.gov 
202-493-6322 

mailto:Gary.Fairbanks@dot.gov
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Special Permits 
49 CFR Part 107, Subpart B 

 
• A written document issued by the Associate 

Administrator of PHMSA authorizing the holder to 
perform a function that is not otherwise permitted 
under the hazardous materials regulations. 
• Application/Modification 
• Party to 
• Renewal 
• Safety Evaluation 
• Fitness Review 
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Special Permits 

• Application 
1. Is the application complete? 

 
2. Does the applicant sufficiently 
demonstrate an  “equivalent level of 
safety” to the regulation for which relief 
is sought? 

 
3. Is the applicant “fit” to operate under 
the conditions of a special permit? 
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Special Permit 

• Is the applicant registered with 
PHMSA as a shipper/carrier of 
hazardous material? 

 
• Is the applicant registered or 

certified by AAR? 
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Special Permit 

• Incident History 
>1 incident in 12 months 
>3 incidents in 36 months 
Incident/Evacuation 
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Special Permit 

• Compliance History 
• Small Business: 

> 5 defects or 1 violation over past 12 
months 

• Large Business: 
- Railroad: >10% defect/observation 

ratio 
- Shipper: > 50 defects or 5 violations 

over past 12 months 
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Special Permit 

• Inspection/Audit 
• Defects/violations 
• Ability to comply with requested terms 

of special permit 
• 6 or more defects recommend denial 
• 1-5 defects; opportunity for corrective 

action; 2-4 week follow up audit 
• Recommendation to HQ/PHMSA to 

Approve/Disapprove 

 
 



Hazmat 

Coming Attractions 

• Development of  OTMA FAQ’s 
• Planning and scheduling of  FRA OTMA process 

Webinars in late Summer/early Fall 2013 timeframe 
• Drafting/issuance in Fall 2013 of  a revision of  the 

FRA OTMA Process Hazmat Guidance Notice 
HMG-127 to address issues that have been raised 
with certain parts of  the Notice. 

• Work is continuing on a Web based OTMA process.   
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Questions? 

Still have Question? 
• Contact me at: 202-493-0324 

• Visit FRA’s web page: www.fra.dot.gov 
• Visit PHMSA’s web page: www.hazmat.dot.gov 
• E-mail me at lisa.matsinger@dot.gov OR 
• E-mail HMASSIST@dot.gov  
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Additional Resources 

• Movement Approval Application 
http://www.fra.dot.gov/eLib/details/L02931 

 

• Most Current Version of  HMG-127 OTMA 
Guidance      
http://www.fra.dot.gov/eLib/details/L02653 
 

• PHMSA Special Permits Website:    
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/permits-
approvals/special-permits 
 
 

 

http://www.fra.dot.gov/eLib/details/L02931
http://www.fra.dot.gov/eLib/details/L02653
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/permits-approvals/special-permits
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/permits-approvals/special-permits
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